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Fortiter propagnanti : 


Adverſis Blafphemias, Calumnias, Sacrilegia, & Ruinas, 
Invico ( quia vere Chriftiano) anime 
Strenue decertanti : 

Cultu, Fide , & Juſticia, 

Ir Deum, Regem, &- proximes 
Conſpicus; 


Veris ſuis Paſtoribus vinculo 'EvnFies primigenie, 
Adhareſcenti ) 
Sola. ſpe Carleftis premii, inter clades miſeras & maximas, 
Suffalez ; 
Hanc difſertationem Epiſtolarem ( rapeim & ſermone 
Vernaculo conſcriptam ) de Epiſcoporum zvi Cyprianic 
Eminentis. & 
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Words are theſe: 


Wt 4 Cypriati's Notion of Schifin «, when one ſeparateth 
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The Principles of 
the frenoth of this Argument lieth in the ſound of Words, A: 
| __ ac Kor A was-not a Dioceſan, __ folePower- 
of, Juriſdiction. and Ordination,- Jf be prove that, we ſhall Give 
Cyprian and him leave to call xs Schiſmaticks. A Biſhop, then, 
was the Paſtor of a Flock,.ar rþs Mpderator of a Presbytery. 
4 he can prove, that we ſeparate-from our Paſtors, or from the 

resbytery, with their Moderator, under whoſe  Inſpettion we 
aught to be, let bim call ms what be will:- But we Jiſown the Bi. 
ſhops in Scotland from being our Biſhops; we can-mejther own their, 
E "any oh Aut bority, nor any Paſtoral Relation that they have to ws. 

us : | 


Th 


' Now, Sir,if one had'a mind to catch at Words;what a Field: 
might he have here ? For Inſtance; Suppoſe the Word\Drocef 
was not in uſe_ in St. Cyprier's time, as applied to a particular 
Biſhop's Difri# ; it follow, that the Thing now ſigni- 
fied by- it, -was-aot then to-be found? Again ;j-What could- 
more him to inſinuate, that we aflign the ſole Power of Furiſ- 
diftion and Ordination to our Dioceſan Piles ?- When did'onr 
Biſhops claim that, /ole- Power? When was. it aſcribed to-them: 
by the Canſtictution? When did any of our Biſhops attempe- 
to Exerciſe it ? When. did- a. Scaiſh. Bilhop offer, e. g. ro-Og 
dain or Depoſe a_Presbyter, without the Concurrenceof other. 
Presbyters? When was. ſuch. a ſole Power deem'd Neceſſary, 
for Raiſing a Biſhop to all the due Elevations of the Epiſco.. 
pal Authority? How eaſie is it to diſtinguiſh between a Sole 


and a Chief Power ? Between: a Power Superiour to- all other. 


Powers, and. a Power Excluffue of, all other Powers ? Between 
a Power, without, or againſt which, no ather Power: can-AR; 
tho they may, in Conjun&tion with it, or Suboxdination to 
= a Power, deſtroying all other Powers, or diſabling 
them from Acting? Once more, How looſe and Ambiguous. 
is that part of his Definition of a Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's time, 
in which he calls. him, The Paſtor of a Flock ? May. not a Bi- 
ſhop, and his Diocels, be called-a Paſtor and a Flock, in as great 
ropriety of Speech, as a Presbyterian Miniſter and his Pariſh ? 
Lee I am, St: Cyprian and his Contemporaries. thought ſo, as 
you may learn hereafter. 

How eaſje were it, I ſay, for-one to inſiſt on ſuch Eſcapes, 

if. he had a.mind for it? But 1 loye not Jangle; and I maſt 

ayoi 


the-Cyprianic Age. 

yoid Pro ity : And therefore conſidering the State of the 
Controverſic between our Author and the Apologiſt, and 
[aj he. intended ( however he expreſſed it ) to ſpeak 
home tor the Apologilt $ Argument; the Force and Purpoſe 
-of his Anſwer, as I take it, muſt be this, El 

© That an drawn from fach as were called Bi- 
« ſhops in St. Cypriar's time, to ſuch as are now 6 called in 


« Scotland, is not good. That a Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's time, 


<« was nothing like one of our modern _ Ops; #, e. 2 
6 ates Governour ſniperiour to, and having a Prelatick 
« Power over, all other Church-Governours within ſach a Di- 


« ſtrict a5 we commonly call a Diocef. That a Biſhop then was no 
&« more than a fngle Precbyter, or Paſtor of a ſimple Fleck, (ſuch 
« a Flock as could conveniently meet together in one Atſem- 
« bly, for the Publick Offices of Religion; ſuch a Flock as 
« the People of one ſingle Pariſh are, in the modern Presby-. 
« terian Notion of ' a Pariſh,) ating in Parity - with other 
Fc Jong Paſtors of other jingle Flocks or Pariſhes. Or, at moſt, 
« That he was but the Moderator of a Prerbyrery, taking both 
«© Terms in the modern current Presbyterian Senſe; 5. e. as 
« Moderator ſignifies. One, who, as ſuch, w no Church.Governour, 
« nor hath any Furiſdiftion over hs Brethren: One, e Power 
« us mieerly Ordinative, not Deciſrve; To be the Mout L the 
« Meeting, not to be their Will or Commanding Faculty: To keey 
« Order in the Manner aud Managing of what cometh before 
i them; Not to Determine what is Debate enong them. And 
&« 2s Presbytery ſignifies ſuch a Number of Teaching and Rslin 
« Presbyters living and having their Cures within ſuch a Dt- 
« ſtrict; meeting together upon Occaſion , and ating in 
&« Parity in the Adminiſtration of the Government, and DiF 
© cipline of the Church. That therefore our Scotiſh Prerbyre- 
6+ r;ans cannot be called Schiſmaticks in St Cyprian's Netion of 
&« Schiſm, unleſs it can- be proved, That they Separate from 
« their Paſtor, or Teaching Precbyter, who: has ſach\# Parith 
© affigned to him for his Cens: Or, (not from the Modera- 
© or of the Presbytery, who is not; but) from the Presbytery 
© (which is the Principle of Unity) with their Moderator. + ' 
This; I ſay, I take to be the Purpeſe"of our Author's Ars 
ſiver to the Apologilſt's Argument z on the Force whereof "he 
ventures his Parties being, or ——— S$chiſmaticke, = I 
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ſays expreſly, That, in that Age, there were no 
Acolpta, nor Exoraſts*, And yer I''not 

mentien of Exzorcifis in the Venerable Council of 
which St. Cyprias was Pro/a* 3 Bur bach Cypro 


Ordime 

, Ep. 34 Niee. , b 

phorus , Ep. 45. Saturnus, and Felicianns, Ep. yg. Lute %——ne nog 
mas, and Amana, Ep, 7% And doth not Cornelius Copiatonem, 


Antioch, Recorded by Exſehias ©, quay © > That there ___ 
were then in the Chaschi of Rowe 42 Acolyrby, and $2 Exor- 9. 
eſs, Letfors, and Duor-keeper:? But this, as I ſaid, only by the s Sufrog T, 


s Ai. Eccl. 
lib, 6. caf 4 3. 


ir Diſcoveries * I amv not apr to hefieverir. However, as- 
L aid, let chis- paſs only for' a Prefimption againſt him. EF 
proceecttos other Arguments And, 

t. L obſerve, that, in St. Cyxprievs time, every Church alt 
the World over, at leaſt, Church, Conſtiruted' and” 
Organired, according' to the Principles which then pre- 
vailed', had a Biſhop, Presbyters , and. Deacons , by whom 
ſhe was Ruled: 


Thus, . 


The Principles of. 


& | 
- Thus, for Example, we. find ' Mention of the Bi. 
36] ſhop, Presbyters,. and Deacons,. of the Church of Adryme. 
b Prechyteri .. tum" 5 for Cyprien tells-Corneline, That when: He and Libera. 
& Dice in lis came to that City,. Po/ycarpas the Biſhop. was abſent, and 
Polycarpo - Reſolved on- by: the Body of the African Biſhops, about wri. 


Co-/piſcopo xo. ting to the Church of Rome, till the Controverlie be- 
ftre abſemte, ig- tween Cornelizs and Novatianme ſhould be more fully under- 


reban go't Hoods ui” | 06 ang (ts BOP: | 

# 09 om#-. * [Thus Cyprian was Bilbop of Carthage, and at the ſame time 
ſuns p00 there were, apap. "Þ Predbyrers at fewelt': Forwe read 
?.97. of three, Rogatianw, Britizs, and Numidicus , 'who' adhered 
i xy.4z, Fo him'\, And five whotook part with Feliciſimw againſt him, 


when that Deacon made his Schiſm*. I hope I need not be 


x 
> Ep. 59. at pains,co grove, that there were Deacons then in that fa- 
urch. | | 


nious h 
Thus Cornelizs; in the afore-mentioned Epiſtle tor Fibixe, 
tells him, That while himſelf was Biſhop of Rowe, there 
were in that City no fewer than 46 Pre-byters, and 7 Dea- 
| Ep.59. $.139. cons, Oc.' A moſt ſurfing Cirgy z as St. Cyprian calls it |, 
Whoto gets ,. may ſee the like Account of the Church of 

m H. E. lib. 7. Alexevdria, in the ſame Times, in Exſcbimw ®. Indeed, 
Gap. 11. >. If we may, believe St. Cyprian, there was no Church then 
without a Biſhop: For from this Suppoſition, as an uncon- 
troverted Matter of Fa, he Reaſons againſt Nowatianas *. 
His Argument is, That chere is but One Church, and One Epi. 
all the World over; and that Catholick and Orthodox 
rorum Mundum, Biſhops were regularly planted in: every Province and City, 
ya we er: and therefore Novatianwe could not but be a Schiſmatick, who, 
—_ Epiſcops- contrary to Divine Inſtitution , and the' Fundamental Laws of 
tus wn Epiſco. Unity, laboured to ſuper-induce falſe Biſhops into theſe Cities, where 
porum multe= True and Orthodox Biſhops were already planted. And he Rea- 
rum Concordi ſons again upon the Ko Suppoſition , in the beginning of 
Dn "ne, bis 63d Epiſtle directed to C-eciline, concerning the Cup in 
poſt Dei traditionem, poſt comnexam & ubique conjunttam Cathelice Eccl: fig Unitatrm, hama- 
nam conefur Eccleſiam facere, Or per plurimas Civitates, nvvor Apofloles ſuas mittat, ut que« 
dam rucentia inſlitutionis ſus fundaminta conſftitnat ; cumque jampridem per OMNES 
PROVINCIAS pr URBES SINGULAS, Ordinati fine Epiſcepi, 


n Cum ſit, 4 
Chriſto, una 
Eccleſia, per ſcopacy, 


in atate antiqui, in fide integri, in preſſurs' probati, in perſecutione proſcripti, ille ſuper eos 
crcare alios pſeude-epiſcopes audedt, Ep. 55. p. 112. 
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the: Cyprianic\Age. # 


the Fuchariſt *. »From this ion, I fay, as from Ao gronquem 
unconteſted Matter of Fa#, he mm both Caſes, which {:aw, Fracer 
is a Demonſtration, not only of |the licy of. his Teſti. Charm, £91- 
mony;; but chat.the-Marter of £2&# was then fo Notorious7 as"! # qyory 
to be. 6n cknow- 3: 79 De 
ledged-Poftulate. TOTO 


2. I obſerve, thatthe Presbyters, who, in theſe Times, wereM UN DO: 
contra-diſtinguiſhed from the Biſhop and Deacons, wered'w- digne- 
Prieſts, ins the Language which was then current; Paſtors, in 7% Senſe 
the preſent Presbyterian Dialet,: i. e. not Rulmrg £p.6 "ns F 
fuch _ as were honoured with the Divine Priefbood; ſuch as. | 
were. Conſtituted in- the Clerical Miniſtery; 'fach as whoſe Wt 1 
Work it was-to attend the Altar and the. Sarrifices, and «fer 
up'the Publick Prayers, &c. as we find in the Inſtance of Ge- | 
minins Fauſtinus ©, Such as God, in his merciful Providence, Divine $ecer- 
was pleaſed. to raiſe to the Glorious Station of the Pri 3 detio hanorati, 
as in the Caſe of Numidia: %, Such' as in the time of Perſe. © #* Clrici 
cation went to the Priſons,. and geve the Holy Euchariſt to the hired uf 
Cenfeſſors ©. Such as at Carthage (as St. Cyprian cotnplains to'&tar; & $5. 
Cornelizs) preſumed' to curtail the Pennances of the Lapſers; wifciu defer- 
and gave them the, Holy Sacrament while. their 1d 7 was fo. v'7:, & preci- 
very. recent, that,, as it were, their Hands and quths were © 279% Ore- 
ſtill a ſmoaking with the warm Nidors. of. the; Seerificed that/2 yn 29ee 
had been offered-upon the Devils Altars *. Such as, contrary Ep. 1. p. 1. 
to all Rule and Order, abſelved 2he Lapſers, and: gave themnq 17; ,a cls 
the Communion, without the Biſhops Licence © Such as were »oftre Deminus 
joyned. with the Biſhop in the Secerdeta/ Honour». In a adjungerer, & 
word, They were ſuch Presbyters as St. Cyprian deſcribes to #/e/atam per 
Stephen Biſhop of Rome ;- ſuch as ſomerimes raiſed Altar og aint (ppſen queran- 
Alkar, and (out of the Communion with the Church) fered%;,9,4,; 217 
Falſe and Sacrilegious Sacrifices : Such as were to be Depoſed Glariafes Sacer- 
when they did ſo; ſuch as, tho. they. ſhould. return to: the dwitws aderna-. 
Commumon of the Church, were only-to_ be admited to'*: 2: 49- 
LAY-CO MM UNION, and-not to beallowedghbere.?* 77, , 
aſter, to aff as Mew in Holy Orders; ſecing it became the." 2+ 5: 0473+ 


PRLESTS and Miniſters of- God, who attend-che ',Z2 59-8134 


har and Sacrificer, to be Men: of Integrity, and: Blame- De Lapfis, 


p..128, 
* Ep. 154,16, 17; faſ'. » Ep, 6h P4244. 
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the Cyprianic Age: 
That thou ſhouldeft erraign Biſhops before thy Tribunal ? And. unt: 
we be Purged by thee, and Abſobved by thy Sentence, Lo! nh 
Six Tears, The BROTHERHOOD has had no BISHOP ;* 
The PEOPLE w RULER, The FLOCK mw PASTOR; 
The CHURCH mw GOVERNOUR; CHRIST m 
PRELATE; And GOD w PRIEST*? In ſhort, * Wi nemque 
He that bore the high Character of Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's #* *f ſuperbie 
eime, was called the Ruler of the Church by way of Emi- "= # 
nence ”. The Church was compared to a Ship, and the Biſhop ,115,2 5... 
was the Mafter * He' was the Father , and the Chriſtians meari inforie? 
within his Difri& were his Children *, He was the Gover- Ad cognitio- 
nour *,. the Reffor ©, the Captain *, the Head*, the Fudge f, of 9" ſnam, pre- 
all within his Ds He was the chief Paſtor ; and the Preſ- 22/4% © 54- 
; —_ were alſo ſometimes called Paſtors yet it was but =y "uk 
dom ; apd, at beſt, __ but ſuch in Subordination. «pud te purga- 
Indeed, the Pre:byters of the Church of Rowe , during the! furrimu 6 
Vacancy between Fabianws his Death and Corveliwe his Pro /*4is tn. 
motion, look*'d only on themſelves as Yice-Paftors, ſaying, ay _ 
That, in ſuch a , they kept the Flock in STEAD of ue tare? 
the Paſtor, the Bilhops, I eould give you even a Surfeit of habuit Epiſco- 
Evidences, I fay, for the Truth of this Propoſition, if it were 2, nec plebs 
necedful. Whoſo reads St. Cypriay's Epiſtles, may find it in ?"?%* 
almoſt every Page. And I ſhall have occaſion hereafter to j;,,, 12. 
inſiſt on many Arguments in the Probation of other Things, fs Guterne- 
which may further clear this alſo. Indeed, there is no more torem , nec 
in all this, than 1g»atiae ſaid frequently, near 150 Years before A Antie 


. Cyprian >. irem , mes 
St JP "a Dews Sacerds- 


tem? Ibid. p. 167. ? Prepoſitne, = * Chrifli adverſariwe, & Eccleſia ejus inimicus. 
ad hoc Eccleſia prepeſitum ſua infeſtatime proſequitur, ut Gubernatere ſublato, atreciua atque 
wielentius circa Eccleſia Naufragia Grafſetur. Ep. 59. p. 130. Vide etiam Ep. 30. þ. 56. 
2 Ep. 41. 2. 79- * Gubercater, paſſim, © Refer. Ep. 59. p.133. © Dux. Ep. 6o. 
p. 141. © Caput. Ep. $-£ 86. f Judex, - EPe 129. 8 Er cum incambat nebis 
qui widemur prepeſiti eſe, & VICE PASTORIS cuftudire Gregem, &c. "%xs 
dr gazy 5 'Eminor@ xd wmil@ Vw. 1qnat, ad Smyrn. Edit. Lond, 1680. p. C. 
X&@es Terwy ( Epiſcopo, nempe, Prerbyteris & Diacomis,) Exxancic 7 vg). firus od Trat 
p. 48. & paſſon. | 
And now, Sir, th the Monuments of the Cyprianic Age | 

could afford us no more than theſe three Things which I 
have proved from them, they would be of ſufficient force to 
overthrow our Author's Definition of a Biſhop in St. Cyprian's 

GC time, 


'Ww] 


The Principles of. 
time; as to both Parts of it; and demonſtrate to every think- 
ing Man's conviftion, That he was neither The Paſtor. of the 
Flek, nor The Moderator of a Presbyzery, in our A 's ſenſe 
of the Terms. | 

1. Not the Paſtor of a Flock, 5.e. a fingle Precbyter, having 
the Charge of a ſingle no after the Presbyterian Model : 
For, a Biſhop, in tho imes, had many ſuch Presbyters 
under him.. Cyprian himſelf (whatever he had more). had 
no fewer than Eight under him in the City of Carthage, be- 
ſides the adjacent Villages. Cornelius was over Forty ſix in 
the City of Rome. I know not how many Diony/ivs was over 
at Alexandria, or Polycarpus at Adrumetum ; but it is certain, 
they were in the Plural Number. So it was all the Chriſtian 
World over, as I have proved, A _—_ then, in St. Cyprian's 
time, was a Paſtor indeed, but it was of a Dioceſf; 4. e. all the 
Chriſtians within ſuch a Difri# were his Flock; and he had a 
dire&, formal, and immediate Paſtoral Relation to them all, 
tho at the ſame time, within the fame Difri#, there were 
many i»ferior Paſtors who were ſubordinate and ſubje& to 
him 


2. He was as little a meer Moderator of a Presbytery, in our 
Author's ſenſe of the Terms. A Presbyterian Moderator, as 
ſuch, x no Church.Governour at all : A Biſhop, in St. Cypriav's 
time, as ſuch, was chief Paſtor, Fudge, Head, Maſter, Reftor, 
Governour, of all the Chriſtians within his Difri&. A Dinas 
terian Moderator, as ſuch, has no diret}, immediate, formal Rela. 
tion to the People, but only to the Prebytery, He « the Mouth, 
and keeps Order in the manner and managing of the Afﬀairs of 
the Presbytery, not of the Church, or rather Churches, within 
the Bounds of that Presbytery. But a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's 
time, was quite another thing: His Prelacy, whatever it was, 
related to the Laity, as well as to the Clergy, St. Cyprian's, 
e.g. to as many Chriſtians as required the ſubordinate La- 
bours of, at leaſt, Eight Presbyters :_ Cornelius's to as many 
as required the ſubordinate Labours of Forty Six:. To a Body 
of Chriſtians , in which , beſides Forty ſix Presbyters, Seven 
Deacons , Seven Sub.Deacons, Forty two Acolyths, Fiſty two 
Exorciſts, Lethors and Door-keepers , there were more . than 
Fifteen bundred Widows and poor People 20bo ſublifted by Charity : | 


And, beſides. all theſe, a mighty and innumerable Laity, as.” 


him-./ 


my mM Ys (tl wa 
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| the Cypridnie Age. ry 
himſelf words it]. Theſe Things, I ſay, might be ſufficient in ; \,,. ,,;- 
all Reaſon to confute our Author's Notion. But then, this is .. 7 


not all, for let us conſider, ke. _— 


IL How a Biſhop, in Se. __—_ time, was Promoted to 77 +. 74.6 


his Chair, to that ſublime" op of the Prieſt hood ( as he calls cap: 43. 

it)*. And we ſhall eaſily colle& another Demonſtration'* $aceravrrr + 
ainſt our Author's Notion. For, by the Principles of thoſe ſ##lime fafti-- 
imes, it was plain, gium. Ep. 55: 
1. That there could be no Lawful nor Allowable Promo. ** **3: 

tion of One to a Biſhoprick which had been Poſſeſſed before, 

unleſs there was a Clear, Canonical, and Unqueſtionable 

Vacancy, It was a received Maxim then, That there could be 

but one Biſhop at once in a Church, When a S:e was once Ca» 

nonically filled , whoſoever elſe pretended to be Biſhop of 

that See, was not a ſecond Biſkop, but none at all, in Sr. Cypriar's 

us. me Nay, he was fo far from reckoning of him as ! g: cum poſt 

another Biſhop, that he deemed him not a Chriftian ®. Innu- primum ſecure 

merable are his Teſtimonies to this purpoſe ®, + But I ſhall 4 oe nm 

Tranſcribe only One from Ep. 69. becauſe he fully reaſons ?9* 9494= 

the Caſe in it. There was a Controverſie between Cornelius Ns aſe he 

and Novatianus, whether was Biſhop of Rowe. Now, conſi- beat, fat 

der how St. Cyprian decides it. The Church a one (ſays he) ; of, non jam 

and this one Church cannot be both within and without : If, there- '# ſeevndue, 

fore, the True Church is with Novatianus, She was not with Cor-/{4 a on 

nelius. But if She was with Cornelius, who ſucceeeded to Biſhop IX ht ng 

Fabianus by ul Ordination, and whom God honoured with , ft p per 

Martyrdom, as well as with the Epiſcopal Dignity, Novatianus i: -adSe" ; 

mot in the Church; nor can be be acknowledged as a Biſhop, who, Chriſtianus 

contemmning the Evangelical and Apoſtolical Tradition, and ſuc. nm ef. Ep.s5. 

ceeding to none, bath = from himſelf, He can by no mean; ***+ fuſe. 

either have or hold a Church, who is not Ordained in the Church ; * Eþ-44- 2.86. 


« for the Church cannot be without Herſelf, nor divided againſt Her- Ep. 45. p. 86. 


ſelf, &c. And a little after, Our Lord recommending to us the v4 44 " . - a 
Unity which is of Divine Inſtitmti;n, ſaith, I and my Father are #p. 67. p. 144. 
One; and agam, Obliging the Church to keep this Unity, he Ep-68. p. 177. 
ſaith , There ſhall be One Flock, and One Paſtor: Bur if ©?-59-p- 184- 
the Flock is One, How can he be reputed to be of the Flick," who ** =: Þ. us. 
is not numbred with the Flock? Or bow can he be deem'*d a Paſtor, 

who (while the True Paſtor lives and rules the Flock by a ſucces 


C 2 dane 


daneous Ordination ) ſucceeds to none , bus begins from himſelf? 


| Such an one is an Alien, is Profane, is an Enemy to Chriſtian 
Peace ond Unity. He dwells not mn the m God, i. e. in the 
* Eccleſia enim Church of God: None can dwell there but the Sons of Concord and 
—_ _ Unanimity ©, | 
& fois, . Si enim apud Nevatianum eff, Corneliam wen fuit. $ 
jak 2 as "get Fabiano Epiſcope, Legitima Ordinatione ſucceſſit, ; «ant A: 4 
Sacerdetii honworem, Martyrio quoque Dominus Glorificavit, Novatianus in Eccleſis nen eft, nee 
Epiſcopus comput ari poteſt, qui, Evangelics & Apoſtolica Traditione contempt #, nemini ſucce« 
dens, a ſeipſe Ortus eft : Habere namque aut tenere Ecclefiam nulls meds poteſt qui Ordinatus in 
Eccleſia non eft : Foris enim nan effe Eccleſlam, nec ſcindi adverſum ſe, &rc. Er paulo poſt, 
Idcirce Dominus inſnuans nebis Unit ates de Divvina Aufleritaze wmientem, ponit & Dicit, 
Ego & Pater unum ſumus: Ad quam witatem redigent Ecelefiam ſuam, denus dicit, Er 
erit Unus Grex, & Unus Paſtor: $/ autem Grex unus eft, quomeds poteſf Gregi annumcrari 
f in numere Gregis ne off ? ron ne mas gent] ws Fg ( manente vere paſtore, or 
in Eccleſis Dei Ordinatione ſuccidanes prefſidente ) nemini ſuccedens , Or 4 ſap incipicns, Alies 
was fit Or profanus, Dominica pacis ac Divine Unitatis inimicus; non habitans in domn Dei, 
3. e. in Eceleſia Dei, in qua now niſi Concordes & Unanimes habitant ? Ep. Gy. p. 181, 182. 


Neither was this Principle to St. Cyprian : Corne. 
lixs, in his ſo often mentioned Epiſtle to Fabizs, infiſts on it: 
alſo, and in a manner Ridicules Novatianus, if not for his 
Ignorance of it, at leaſt for entertaining the vain Conceit, 

? *O «Nr that it was in his Power to counter-aRt-it*. And when 

ms iy % Maximus, Urbanus, Sidonius, Macarius, &c. deſerted Nova 

ua ſexbs 5x thanms, and returned to Cornelivs his Communion, they made 

ix/czmm Iva a Solemn Confeflion, That, upon the feore of that fame com- 

"Prez mon Maxim, they ought to have look*d Novatianus as a 

Sir Give & Falſe and Schilmatical op. We hnow, tay they, that Cor- 

aw2vaixy —Nelius was choſen Mp fr moſt Holy Catholick Church by the 

"Gxx>ueie, QOmmipotent Gad, and our Feſws Chrift. We aff our Error ;- 
Euſcb. H. E. we were impoſed upon; we were circumvented by Perfidy and Ee 

Lib.6. cap-43 ſnaring S, - nn For we. are not ignorant, That there 

One God; One Chrift our Lord, whom we have confeſſed; One 

Holy.Ghoſt ; And that there ought to be but One oy Gp aCa. 

4 No; Corne- tholick Church*. Indeed, twa Biſhops at once, of one Church 

tium Epiſce= or City, were then thought as ee Ablurdity as two 

gum SayfHifſi= F:thers of one Child, or two H of one Wife, or two 


me Catholice 


Eccleſia BleHum a Dee Omnupotemte,. & Chriſto Demine.mſtro ſeimus. Nos errorem-noftrum con- 
frremur ; 05 impeſturam paſſ ſumas ;. circumventi ſumus perfidia & Loquacitate captioſa-: 
Non enim iguer amus Unum Dexm eff ; Unumn Chriftum offs Dominum, quem Confeſſi fumus ;. 
Uvus Spring Sentium ; Unuw Epiſcopum in Cathuics Eccleſia eſe dibere, Ep. 49. p.93- 


Heads. 
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Heads of one 
in 
Bi 
was 5 
reſt of | 
hath no Difficulties. rved any” 
Inſtances of. Ceſſien- in. were- 
ſome before, and many Caſe of 
rok ho, ty he Sacred” 

a NT Ha wn, and”to have. 
conk That he yourably by, if there- 
aſter he ſhould be admitted to the Communjas of Laicks *, * Ep.6y 
We have Inſtances of Depeſion in the fame 5 and Mor. , ie 
tials', in Marcianus*, Privatus Lambeſit attus *; Ewvarifus , Far-« 55.36 
tunatianus "* , "and ſome more. Howerer.; theſe + z>.50,6 52 


vations ſeryandum © tenendum, oft, quod apud. nes | 
tenetur, ut ad Ordinatione: rite celebrandac, ad cam £08 prepeſitur exdinater,  Epiſcey: 
ejuſdeom Provincia proeximi quique corveni aut, & Epiſcopus Gol C: 
Ep. 67.p-172. Prater illud quod in- hac eadem Epiſtola, De Sebring 

ritus, ranquam jam tum trit}, in Succeiſore , 
exemplum luculeatum habes apyd-Evſcb. & 6. 6.10, 


4- But Eleftion was not enough”: 'Th6 the Perſon cleacted” 
was already a Presbyter, and in Prieftly Ofder; yet when he- 
was to be Promoted to.a Bilboprick, he was. to receive a-: 
x. Impoſition of Hands, a new Ordination. His former-- 


the Cyprianic Ages 
the Schiſmatical Felics againſt St..Cypriay, turned tw 
ſet oo non at Cys F. y hed 5a 
Five falſe Bi now, vir, his Account, 1 hi 
we have our Author's Defniczan of a. Biſhop; in St. Cyprian's 
time, fairly;routed a ſecond time: For, 

How ,could the Maxim of but One Biſhop, at once, in a 
Church hold, if that Biſhop was nothing but a ſo1gle Precbyter 2 * 
The Church of Rowe was but Ore Church; fo: was the Church 
of Covdage: And yet, in each of thele Churches, there were | 
many /imgie Presbyters, Again , 

Af a Bijbep, in St. Cyprian's time, was no more that a fng/e 
Presbyter, in the Presbyterian Senſe, what needed ſo much 
work about him? Why, e. g. convene all the Prezbyters of a 
Province, ſuch as Africe Or Numidia was, for the Elettion and 
Ordination of a '- IE in Carthage, where there were 
Presbyters more than enowgh to have periormed all the Buſi- 
neſs? What needed the Church of Rowe to make fuch work. 
about ſupplying ſuch a Vacancy as was there, before Corne. 
lius was Promoted? Why a Convention of. Sixteen Neigh- 
bouring Biſhops to give him Holy Orders? Might not the 
Forty Six, who lived in Rome, have ſerved the twrn? Mi 
not theſe Forty ſix, 1 ſay, have filled Fabianus his Room with 
far greater Eaſe and Expedition ? If they made ſuch work, 
and had ſuch Difficulties, (as we find they had about a Bijbop, ) 
in ſetling /One /mgle Brother Presbyter, when, according to our 
Author's Principles, they had the full Power of doing it, whac 
had become of them, if Thirty, nay Twenty, nay Zen of tl 
Forty ſix, had all died in one Year ? Sure, they had, never 
got ſo many Vacancies filled. And then, 

Were not Cornelius and Novatianus Presbyters of Rome, be- 
fore the former was the 7rwe, and the latter the Falſe Biſhop * 
of that City ? If ſo, what need of. a new Eledion, and a 
new Ordination for making them iy. =; of a Church, of 
which they were Pre«byers already ? it not been pretty 
pleaſant, in ſuch a grave, ſerious, perſecuted State of the 
Church, to have ſeen two eminent Men, already Presbyters of 
Rome, making ſo much work about being made Presbyters of 
Rome ? And all the Clergy and Chriſtians of Rome, nay ſooner 
or later, of all the Chriſtian World, engaged in the Quarrel ? 
What had this been other than the very My/tcry of Ridiculauſneſe? 
Bue this is not all. | - 4.000 
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.the Eſtabliſhmene of a meer 


abſelutel 1. and Prelacy: And-thi Choſen 
-4r ly unlawful, | aL the Choſen by 


The Printiples of 

"The Premiſſes will as little allow him to have been a Pregy. 
terian Moderator: For, to what ſo much ado about 
| aror'of a Prezbytery ? Why, 
ſo-much ſtreſs laid upon only one Moderator 'in-a City > Why 
no Canmical V; of his Moderatorial Chair, unlef in the 
caſe-of Death, Ceſſion, or Forfeiture ? Sure, if "had then 
underſtood all the Exigencies and Apalogies of Parity, they 
would not haye been fo much in love with a conſtant Modera. 


they 
all means to be ſhunned: -If be had been impoſed on the |; 
breed ret ndrne ens ry oemngge : 
themſeboes, 
» as baving a violent T, 10 Lordly Prelacy : And there- 
fore they could never have jiclded ro bave One with « Good Con- 


1'p;de, True ſcience |, 


an, 
How ok didthe Presbytery of Rome meet, in the Interval 


-Repreſenta- 
tion of Precb. between Fabian his Death, and Cornelius his Promotion ? 
Gov. Prop.15- How many excellent Epiſtles did they write to the Neigh- 


bouring Biſhops and , and theſe, about the moſt 
weighty and Ro Matters during that Vacancy ? They 
wrote"that which is the Eighth in Number, amongſt St.Cyprizr's 
Epiſtles to the Carthaginian Clergy, and, at the time, One 
to St. Cyprian, then 1n his Retirement, which is loſt, 
wrote that os 5s ar which is the Tbirtietb in Number, 
in which they not only mention cther of cheir Epiſtles which 
they had wrote to St. Cyprian, and which are not now extant; 
but alſo Epiſtles, one or more, which they had ſent to Sicily. 
wrote alſo that conſiderable Epiſtle, which is in Num- 
ber the Thirty ſoxth. It is not to be doubted that they wrote 
many more. How many Meetings and Conſultations had 
they, ung theſe Sixteen Months, about the Aﬀairs of the 
Church, and particularly, the Caſe of the Lay, whi 
then ſo much agitated? Is it probable, that they 


ng of the 
them all that time, in all thoſe porn ngou 

they, without one, handle Matters with and 
cency? And what was there to hinder them from 
one, if they had a mind for him? Might they not ha 
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ſen one as fafely as they met? Might they not have 
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| the Cyppiante Ag 
ane at every Meeting, accocding to the Prificiples of Parity ? 


Farther : 
| _ need of ſo nauch Parade about the Eki##ion of 'a 
Moderator of a Prezbytery, as was then about the Ele#jon of 
2 Biſhyp ? Why the People choſe him, according to the Prin- 
ciples; of thoſe, who think that St: Cyprian was for Popular 
Jefions } What was the People*s Intereſt ? -How was it their 
Concern, who: was Moderator of the Predhytery? What was 
bis laflyence , De jure, at leaſt , in the Government of the 
Church, more than the Influence of any other Member of 
the Predbytery? Nay, is it not confeſſed, that, as Moderator 
' Was. 19. Church-Governour at all? That he had no Friſe 
ition over his Brethren? That his Power was only Ordins- 
tive, not Deciſive? To.be the Mob of the Meeting, not to 
be. their #4, os Commanding Faculty?” To keep Order in the 
ren and; Menaging. of what came before them}, not to 
texming. what was: Debated amongſt! them 2 Why then were 
the People ſo,much concern'd: about him? What Benefits, or 
what. Harm, could redound to them by: 6nes beirng Moderator 
ol. the Prezbytery, whatever. he was? "Beſides, as T have ſhewed' 


before, as Mo [of the Prezbytery, he had relation only' 10 


the ey ——_ he _ _ diretly, immediately, 
al iow y;to: the-Prople. pretence; then, could, 

_—_ ave..to; Intereſt themſelves-in- his Elton 2 Nay, ſay; 
(as I am apt-to;think-it ought:to be faid, Iam fare the con- 
trary cannat be:made appear from: St: Cyprian, ) that” he was 
not; choſea..by the Peaple, but only in-cheir Preſence; and the 
- © =+———grwin take: place, as is obvious to any body. 

Arzner Yes; 

What need of .Convocating ſo many from the Neighbour- 
hoad for managing the Elettion of 'a Moderator, E. g. for the 
Precbytery of Rome? If a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's time, was 
nog -but..a Presbjteriav Moderator, then the Biſhops: convo. 
cated. for ing the Election of a Moderator, were Modera- 
tors too: And 1 by conſequence; Sixteen Maderators of other 
Precbyteries met atiRexze to conſtitute a Moderator for the Ro. 
man Prebytery, And might not the Presbytery of Rome have 
choſen their own Moderator without the Trouble or the Inſpe- 
ion of. ſo. many Moderators of ' other Presbyteries ? Once 


motes 
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| The Principles of - 
What Neceſlity, nay, what Congruity, of a new Impoſition 
of Hands, of a = Ordnetion, a new Miſſion for conſtituting 
One a Moderator of a Presbjtery? And this too, to be perfor. 
med by one but Moderators of other Presbyteries ? Fhus, e. g; 
it behoved Six Moderators to meet at Capſis, to Ordain a A 
rator for the Presbytery of Capfis ;, and Sixteen at Rome, to Ors 
dain a Moderator for the Presbytery of Rome: And, after he was 
Ordained, it behoved Novatianas to be at ſo much pains to ger 
together Three Moderators, to Ordain himlelf an Anti-Modera- 
tor. Whe can think on theſe Thin 
perhaps you may think, I have inſiſted on this Argument 
more than ; and therefore I ſhall leave it, and proceed 
to other Confhreions To go on, then. 

A Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's time, thus Eleted, Ordained, 
and Poſſeſſed of his Chair, did bear a double Relation z One to+ 
the particular Church over which he was ſet, and amorher to the- 
Church Catholick, an integrant part whereof, the particular 
Church, was, of which he was Biſhop. The conſideration 
of each of theſe Relations will furniſh us with freſh Arguments 
againſt our Author's Hyporbefis, I ſhall begin with the Relation 
he bore to his awn parcicular Church. Arid, 


FIRST: The firſt Thing T obſerve about him, in that re-- 
ga , ſhall be, That ke: was the Princi 6 bow Arco 
hoſoever adhered to him, and lived # hi 10n, was 


in the Church a Catholick Chriſtian, Whoſoever ſeparated * 
from him, was owt of the Church, and a Schiſmatick. HE" 
was the Head of all the Chriſtians living within his D5fri# ; 


and they were One Body, One Society, One Church, by d 
ing upon him, by being ſubje& to him, by keeping to his 
Communion. He was the Sun, and they were the Beam: ; - 
he was the Root, and they were the Branches ; he was the 
Fountain, and they were the Streams; As St. Cyprian explains 
the Matter *. 'This-is. a Point of great ce, cſpe- 
cially conſidering that it is the Foundation of the Apologilt's 
Argument, our Author's Anſwer co which I am examining : 
therefore, give me leave to handle it fomewhart fully, 
And I proceed by theſe Steps. 
1. There was nothing St. Cyprian and the.Catholick Biſhops, 
his Contemporaries, valued more, reckoned of higher Impor: 
tance, 


without ſmiling? But - 


. > x <a 
the Cyprianic Ags. 
tance, or laid Froner Streſs upon, than the Unity of the . 
Church : And there: was wo Sim they repreſented at more 
Heinous, or more Criminal, than the Sz of Schiſm. 

In their reckoning, Unity was the great Badge of Chriſtia. 
ity; God heard the Prayers that were put up in Unity *, but » air. £4 
not thoſe that were performed in Schiſm. Chriſtian Peace, p. 1 2. 
Brotherly Concord, and the Unity of People in the true 
Faith and Worſhip of God, was accounted of greater value 
by them, than all other imaginable Sacrifices*. Nothing. . _.... 
afforded preater Pleaſure to the Angels in Heaven, than Har- ,,; m_—_ 
mony am Chriſtians on *. It were eaſie to col. pax mrs, & 
let a t d ſuch Teſtimonies concerning the Excellency #aterns con- , 
of Unity. But as for Schiſm, and Schiſmaticks, how may it 74's, & de 
make Men's Hearts to cremble, when they hear what bard 7" Pare 
Names, and what  borrid Notions , theſe Primitive Worthies $,u4; p16 
gave them, and had- of them ? Schiſm, to them, was the aduna:s. 

ils Device for ſubverting the Faith, corrapting the Truth, Cyp. de Orar. 
and cutting Uzity*. Chriſt 1nſlituted the Church, and the De. 2: 2-149. 
vil Hereſig*, Ox, Schiſm ; for both, then, went commonly * Firmil. xp. 
under one Name. Schiſm was reckoned a ' greater Crime 7 Cypriani. 
than [delatry it ſelf: And St.Cyprian proves it by ſeveral Argu. *® 75: #-217- 
ments'*. Firmilian affirms. it alſo ®. So doth Dj of © ©2- Un. 
Alexandria, in his notable Epiſtle to Novatianus. He tells ** #-195- 
him, He ought to have ſuffered the greateſt Miſeries, rather than * Cone Carth. 
divide the Church of God : That Martyrdom, for the Preſervation **f- 50- 
% Unity, Was as Glorious , as Martyrdom or not Sacrificins to * Un. Eccl. 
dols: Nay, more, Becauſe be who Suffers rather than be will Sa. t *'7- 


m In. Eccl. p. 108,109. ® Conc. Carth. Suff.1o. © Cyp. Ep. 51.p.99. - p.103, 
1 Ibid. p.105. * Ep. 57. p.1417. * Conc, Carth Suff. 1, 11, 64, 87. Ep. 69. p. 180, 
t Conc. Carth. Suff. 5. * Ib. Suff. 7, (21. " Suff. 1, 3 " Suff.1, * Un. Ece'. 
p.116, Y Cyp. de Orat, Dom, p. 159. * Un. Ecel. p. 116. © lbid. p. toy, ® Cyps 
Ep. 6g. p. 182, 
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T by +" wth be ſaved * 
Had wo Right to the Promiſes ©; Could not be ſaved ©; Wine 
"beg Ide ©; Hr ihes Etarhens' ; Self.Condenwned *; Wore no 
" more Chriſtians than the Devil * ; mot belong to Chriſt \; 
O)P- EP'4* Could nat go to Heaven k 5 The hotteſt part of Hell their Por. 
a cc Him"; Their Society, the Synagogue of Satan'®; Their Conventi« 
© Cone. Yart®. cles, Nens of Thieves"; They were, Deſtroyers of Sauls* ; Their 
_— Preaching was poyſonom * ; Their Baptiſns peſtiferons \, ond pro. 
oh Suff. 37. fane®; Their Sacrifices abominable * ; They 6 ”ot be Martyrs* ; 
® Ep. 59. Þ149- Their Company Was to be avoided" : Wheſo befriended thew, were 
b Un. feel. © Perſecutors of the Truth ";, Wire Betrayers of Chriſt's Sponſe to 
f. 114. Com. Adulterers"".; Were Betrayers of Unity *; Were invalyed in: the 
—_ Sf -24- [ame Guile with them". In ſhom, Schiſmatioks, by being [uch, 
_ 13. 2s were, Iplo fato, Perſecutors the. Church *, Encmits of Adevcy ws 
OR hay Infatuated Salt *, and Curſeq of God, | 
« JThid, "Ep. 6g. p. 182." Cen. Carth. Suff. 60: Ep. 73. p.207, *Bþ:72. p.197. 
P Un. Eccl, p. 111. Can. Carth.' Suff; 29, Ep. 43, p:383- Un. Keel, p. 132. -/, © Ep; 69. 
p. i80, * Un, Eeccl, p.u3, * P. 14, 117. inEp. paſſim. * Un. Ecel. p. lg: By. 59. 
P.140. . ' Con, Carth. Suff. 38. Y" hid. Suff. 4945 8, a, * Ep.73.p.293. ).Ep.69, 
p. 184. * £9.43. p.82,85, *® Ep. 6o. p. . Con. Carth. Suff. 7. * Bid. ry 


Such, 1 ay, were the. Notions the Holy Fathers, in thoſe 
early Times of the Church, had of Schiſmaticks; and\ſach 
were the Names they gave them. And certainly. whoſo ſe. 
rioufly conſiders how much. Scb;/xp- is: condemned. in Holy 
Writ ; what an Enemy it .is'to.the Peace, the Power, and the 
Propagation of Chriſt;anity; and how much it ſtands in oppo. 
ſition. to the Holy, Humble, Peaceable, Patient , Meek, and 
Charitable Spirit of the Goſpel : Whoſo conſiders, that our 
Bleſſed Saviour great Errand into the World, was to Unite 
all his Diſciples here into one Body, and one Communion, that 
they might'Ecernally be Blefſed in the full Enjoyment of one 
Communicn with the Father, Son, and Holz-Gbeft, in Heaven 
hereafter: Whoſo, I ſay, conlideys theſe Things, cannot but 
confeſs, that Schiſm and Schiſmaticks deſerve. all theſe hard 
Names, and: anſwer all thele terrible Notions, Now, 

2. That, for the Preſervation of Unity, and the Preven- 
ting of Schiſm, in every particular Church, all were bound 
by the. Principles of St. Cyprian's Age to /ive in the Biſbops 
Communicnz and to own and look upon him as the Principle of 
Unity to that Church of which he was Head and Ruler, 
might be made appear from a vaſt "Train of 

ur 
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the Cyprianic Age. 22+ 
But T ſhall content myſelf wich a few. Thus, for Example, . 
when ſome of the Lapſed prefumed to write to St. Cyprien, 
and n themſelves, without a Biſhop, by the Nate of a 
Church ; did\ the Holy Man refent ir 2 Cortfider how 
he begins his Anſwer to them. Our Lord, ( fays he) whoſe 
Precepts we ought to Honour 'and Obey, Inſtiont inig the Honour of 4 
Biſh:p, and the Comexture of a Chureh, ſaith thut to Peter in the 
Goſpel; I fay unto thee, thou art Perer, and upon this Reck 
will I build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
vail againſt it: And I will give ano thee the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, &c. From thence by the Vitrſſuudes of 
Times and Succeſjuns, rhe Ordination of  Riſhig's, and the Frame 
the Church, are tranſmitted ſo, as that the Church # built apon the 
. Biſhops, and all ber Affairs are ordered by thets as the Ru: 
lers : Aud therefore, ſeeing this wr God's appointment, 1 cannot but 
adwnre he bold Temterity of ſome, who, writing to me, call thent. 
ſeboes a Church, when a Church u only to be found i the Biſhp, 
the Clergy, and the fait bfal Chriſtians. God forbid, that a number 
of Lipſed ſhould be called a Church, &c. Conſider how he - 
eaſons, By Divine Inſtitution, there cannot be a Church 
without a Biſhop: The Church is founded or the Biſhop : 
The Biſhop, as Chief Ruler, orders all the Aﬀairs of 
Church: Therefore, thoſe Lapſed ought not to have. called 
themſelves a Charch, ſeeing they had no Biſhop, no Prin- 
ciple of Unity *. We have another notable Reaſoning, a5 « pomau- + 
well as Teſtimony of fiis , in his 43d Epiſtle , written tO'nofter., cujur - 
his People of Carthage upon the-breaking out of Felzciſſimas precepts me- 
his Schiſm. G:d « One, (fays'he) and Chriſt x One, and the **7* & obſer> _. 
Church 's One, and the Chair is One, ke our Lord's own Voice, Bo: CN 
founded on St. Peter. Another Altar cannot be reared, another mT Eceleſia 
Prieſthood cannot be eretted, beſides the One Altar, and. the One ſua Rationem 
Prieſthood, Whoſo. gathereth- elſewhere , ſcattereth, Whatever «i/Þmens in 
Human” Fury inftirues , againſt God"s Appointment, i Adulte- —_—_ 
Petro; Pgo dico tibi, quia tu es Perrw, & ſuper iſtam Perram edificebo Eccleſiam 
meam,& portz inferorum non vincent eam ; Er tibi daboclaves regni Czlorum,&c.--- 
Inde per timporum & ſucceſſionum ces, Epiſcoporum Ordinatio, & Eccleſia ratio decurvit, ut 
Fecleſia f: prr Epiſcopos conftituatur : Et onmes aftus Eccleſia per eoſurm prepojitos Gubernetur. 
Cum hoc itaque Divina lege fund rmentam ſit, miror queſdam' audaci tcmritate fic mihi ſcribere 
woln'ſſ., ut Eccleſia nomine litcras facerent : Quandq Eccleſia in Ep ſcreyo & Cloro, &r in omnibus 
fPlantibus fit conttuta : Abſit enim, ne Domin: m'ſ.ricardia & preftagpejus invidiam patias 
tur, ut Ecilifia effe dicdtur Lopferum numer. Ep. 33. pi 66. 
Yoko, 


2 The Principles of 
"roms, is Impioxs, s Sacrilegiow. And a little after :'O Brethren! 
Let no Man make you wander from the Ways of the Lord: © 
Chriſtians! Let no Man rend you from the Goſpel of Chriſt: Let 
no Man tear the Sons of the Church from the Church: Let them 
periſh alone, who will needs periſh: Let them abide alove ont of the 
oo who have departed = _ þ _ — alone, 
waa not be with the Biſhops, who have Re againſt the Biſhops *, &c. 
Pay ima, And, as I Gk before, in his Epiſtle to Florentinus Pupia- 
war, & una ns, he defines a Church to be @ People united to their Prieſt, and 
Eccleſia, &. a Flock adbering to their Paſtor, &c. and from thence tells Pu- 
I pianus, That he ought to conſider, that the Biſhop is in the 
Dimin: M Church, and the Cherch in the Biſhop: So that if any are not 
fundats. Aliud with the Biſhop, 'they are not i the Church', And how con- 
Altare confti- cernedly doth he Reaſon the Caſe in his Book of the Unity F 
'u! , aut S4- the Church? Can be ſeem to bimelf, ſays he, to be with Chriſt, 


cerdotium ne- . : , : ; 

, w% who « againſt Chriſt”s Prieſts ? Who ates himſelf from the 
pes ut 'P = Societ f Chriſts Ws pr Peo few __ Arms 
wnum Alta J 8) P , 
re, & wm againſt the Church: He fights againſt God's Ordinance : He « an 
Sacerdotium, Enemy of the Altar : A Rebel againſt Chriſt's Sacrifice, He « 

poeft. Perfdinns and not Faithful ; Sacrilegious, and not Religious. He 
_ 1m a & an Undutiful Servant , an Impious Son , an Hoſtile Brother, 
pigs os te who can contemm God's Biſhops, and forſake hu Prieſts, and dares to 
4, impium eft, ſet up another Altar, and offer up unlawful Prayers*, &c. In- 
ſacrilegumeft, deed, in that ſame Book he calls the Biſhop, The Glue that ce. 
quedennque hu- 11ent; Chriſtians into the ſolid Unity of the Church ®, And hence 


1410 Turere *. os 
inſlituitur; ut 53 
diſpofitio Divina wioletur—— News 03, fratrer, errare # Domini vis fatiat : Nems vor 
Chriftiancs ab Evang*lio Chriſti rapiat : N:mo filios Eccleſia de Eccleſia tillat :; Prreant fibi 
ſoli, qui perire woluerunt. Extra Eccleſſam ſoli remaneant, qui de Ecelifia ric ſſurunt. Soli 
cum Epiſcopis non fim, qui contrs Epiſcope: Rebelarunt. Ep. 43. p. 83, 84 

f Vide ſupra, pag. 8. ". | 

E An efſe fibi cum Chrifto videtur, qui adverſus Sacerdotes Chriſti fagit ? Qui ſe @ Cleri ejus 
& plebis Societate ſecernit ? Arma ille contra Eccleſiom portat. Con'ra Dii difpoſitimem puuge 
"nat. Heſtis Altaris ; adverſus Sacrificiuom Chrifti Rebellis ; pro Fide, Perfidut ; pro Relig. one, 
Sacril:egus ; inobſequens ſeruus ; Filius impius ; Frater inimicus ; contemptis Epiſcopis & Dei 
Sacerdotibus derelifis. Conftituere audit alind Alrare, precem alteram, illicits wecibut fa- 
eere, &c. De Unir. Eccl. p. 116, 

Þ Deus uns oft, & Chriftus unus, & una Eccleſia tjutr, & Fides una, & Plebs in ſolidam 
Corporss anitatem, Concordie glutine copulata, Ibid. p. vg. 


3. That St. Cyprian, every where, makes the Contempt of 
'the Oze Biſhyp, or Undutifulnels to him, the Origine of wh" 
an 
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and Herefies. Thus, Epiſft. 3. he makes this Obſervation upon 

the Undutifulneſs of a certain Deacon to Rogatianus, his 

Biſhop ;\ That ſuch are the firſt Efforts f Hereticks, and the 
Oat-brecking and Preſumptions of ill-adviſed Schiſmaticks,: They 

fellow their own Fancies, and, in the Pride of their Hearts, con. 

temm their Superiours,, So Men ſeparate from the Church : So they 

Eveft profane Altars without the Church : So they Rebel againſt 

Chriſtian Peace,and Divine Order and Unity'. And, Ey. 59. he; ,, FOLTYM 
tells Cornelius, That Herefies and Schiſms ſpring from be only jnicia Bareti,. 
Fountain, That God's Prieſt (0 Biſhop ) « nor obeyed; And corum, & Or. - 
Men don't conſider, that, at the ſame time, there ought to be only 1s arque Co- 
One Biſhop; only One , Fudge, as Chriſt's Vicar, in @ Church *, "9% Schiſma. - 
And Ep.66. to Florentius Pupianus , That from hence Hereſies =o rm rI=anN 
and Schiſms have hitherto ſprung, and do daily fpring ; That the uf (41 vtec. 
Biſh»p, who «s One, and « ſet over the Church, « contemned by ant, & Pre. 
the proud Preſumption of ſome : And he that is honoured of God, poſitum ſuperbs 
& d;ſhonoured by Men '. And a little after, he tells him, (allu- ** *-_ 
ding clearly to the Monarchical Power of Biſhops) That & Eccleſia oof 
Bees have a King ,, and Beaſts bave a Captain; and Robbers, ceditur; fe 
with all humility, obey their Commander : And from thence he Altare profa- 
concludes, how unreaſonable it muſt be for Chriſt ians not to pay ſuitable 1%" , foris, 
Regards to their Biſhops". And in another place, Then is the Bond of #17; fic * 
our Lord®s Peace broken; then «s Brotherly Charity violated ; then is Chrif pp 
the Truth adulterated,and Unity divided; then Men leap out into He- Ordinatioem 
refies and Schiſms : When? When the Prieſts are controlled ; when atque Unita- 

! Biſhops are envied ; when one grudges that himſelf was not rather **m Dei Rebel 
preferred ; or diſdains to bear with a Superiour ®. Indeed, _ « Ep. 3- 


t Neque etiim aliunde Hereſes cborte ſunt, aut nata ſunt Schiſmata quam inde, quod $acer« 
dovi Dei non obtemperatur : Nec unus in Eccleſia , ad tempus Sacerdet , & ad tempus Judex, 
vice Chrifti cogitatur. Ep 5y. p. 129. 

| Inde enim Schiſmata & Hereſes Oborte ſunt & Oriuntur, dum Epiſeopus qui mus «ft, & 
Ectlefia preeft, ſuperba quorundam Preſumptione contemnitur ; & homo Dignitate Dei honor «« 
tur, indignus ab hominibus judicatur. Ep. 66. p. 167. 

n per hebent Regem, & ducem Pecuder, & fidem ſervant Latrones ; Mantipi obſequis - 

ene hunulitatis ob: eomperant. Quanto ſimplicicres & meliores wobis ſunt bruta DS 

s animalis, & crummnti licet at furentes inter Gladies, argue inter arms pradones? Pre. 

firur ile agmofcitur & timetur,- quem nen Sextextia Divine conſtituit, ſed in quem fafio pers + 
ta, & nec'ns Catervs coſentit. Ib'd. ; 

* Hine Deminice pacit vineulum rumpitur; hinc Charitatis faterna violatur ; hinc adulte« + 
atur weritas ; wnitas ſcinditur ; #d Hareſet & Schiſmata Profilitur : Dum obtreftatur Sacre 

ibus ; dum Epiſcopir invidetur; cum quis aut quaritar non ſe purins Ordinatim,aut dcdigna» 
wr alterem ferre prapoſitum. De Zelo & Livore, p. 22J. © — 


4- by 


The Principles of 
4. By the Principles of thoſe Times, tit Biſhop was fo 
much the' Principle of Unity to the' Church which he Gover- 


ned; the whole Society bad flich 'a Dependance on him, 


was ſo Virtual in him, and repreſented by him ; that what . 


he 4id, as Biſhop, was reputed the Deed of the whole Church 
which he Ruled, If he was Oxthodox and Catholick, fo 
was the Body united to him reckoned to'be. If Heretical 
or Schiſmatical, it went under the ſame Denomination. © If 
he denied the Faith, whoſo adhered to him, aſter that, were 
reputed to have denied it. If he con eſſed the Faith, the 
' whole Church was reckoned to have confeſſed it in him. Thus, 
We find, when Martialis and Bſilides, two poſe Eiſhops, 
committed Idolatry, and fo forfeited, their Biſhopricks, and, 
yet ſome of their People ihclined to continue in their Com- 
' munion ; St. Cyprian, with other 36 Biſhops, tells thoſe Peg- 
ple; "That it behoved them. not to flatter themſelves, by 


thinking, that they could continue ro Communicate with Pollated. 


Biſhops ,, and withal , themſelves continue Pure and Unpolluted : 
For all that communicated with them, would be Partakers of their 
Guilt :© And therefore, ( as-they go on,) 4 People obeying and 
fearing God ought to ſeparate from Criminal Biſhops, and be carefuf 
5 ve 3 67 not to mix with them m their Sacrile iows Sacrifices *, Andagain, 
blandiarss, + It that fame Synodical Epiſtle, they ſay, That.it was a negle- 
quaſi immunis ting of Divine Diſcipline, and an Unaccountable Rgſhmeſs to Com. 
of: 's Contagio municate with | Martialis and Baſilides: For whycever joyned 
deli: poſit, with them in their Unlawful Communions, were Polluted by the 
cans Gocerdove Contagion of their Guilt : And whoſoever were Partgkers with 


nr dye them in the Crime would not be ſeparated from them in the Punj 
ad injuſtom ment *, | Indeed,this is the great Purpole of that 67th Epiſtle 
Gnilicitem as alſo of the 68th concerning Marcianus, who, by Commu. 
prepeſit; ſui nicating with Novatianas, had rendred his own Communion 
us 5 7 Infe&tious and Abominable*. 
' commodans ; quando per Oſce Prophetam (Hol. g. 4.) comminetur & dicat Cenſura Diving — 
Doetnt Scil. Oftendins , mms nmino ad peccatum conſtringi, qui fuerm!t aL &-.injufti 
Saterdotis Sacrificie cont aminati—— © Proptcr quod plebs obſequens precepitir Deminicis Or Drum 
metuens # pertatore prepoſite ſiparare ſe debet, nee je ad Sacrilegi Sacerdotis ſacrificia miſcere. 
EF. 65. p. 171. if ih. t8 2] | 
op jk eſs aliqui de Collegis noftriz—— Deificam Diſciplinam negligendam put ant, & cum 
Baſilide & ( ins ibn Zwr — Tamen, qui mali; & peccatoribus —— Iligite 


Comuniane wifeentur , mcentTum Yattibur puluentiry A & "gum jroigntur in culps, oc nec in paxs. 
 ſeparineurt Thid.'p. 17 5." TY 
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On the other hand, when Cornelizs Bi of Rome tom 

feſſed the Faith before the Heathen Perſecutors, St. Cyprian 
lays, The whole Roman Church confeſſed *. And when Cyprian « pers it 
himſelf, having confeſſed , received the Sentence of Death ; Epiſcopi proce- 
pow then at Utica, he wrote to his Presbyters, Deacons, 4", 9ublic- 
and People, at Carthage, telling them how earneſt he was to ©7299; 
Suffer -at Carthagez Becauſe, as he Reaſons, it was meſt Con. GRIT Jos 


and Becoming, That a Bi wid c Chriſt, in that ur = <2 
City, in which be Rated Chrift% a kg by Gr fi = pet ge er 
_; Paſence, et F£ all Exnobled : For whatever, ſays v% 7 an - 
2. in the moment of Confeſſion, 1 he Confeſſing Bi eaks, GOD Yo 1a 
ofiing tim, he ſpeaks with the M oY T H Or ALL ys > 1 
And he goes on, telling them, How the Honour of their Gio- mana Confel- 
riows Church of CINRage ſhould be mutilated, (as he words it,) a eſt. Ep.6t. 
if be ſhould Suffer at Utica ; eſpecially, conſidering bow earneſt ?- "4" 
and frequent he bad been in hs Prayers and Wiſhes, That he might, 
both fr HIMSELF ans T HE M, Confeff in their 
Preſence at Carthage *. And upon the ſame Principle it was, 
that he fo frequently call'd his People, Hw Bowels, His Body, * © 9/4 cm 
The Members of his Body: And that he affirm'd, That their ©. * et 
jefs were bis Griefs ; Their Wounds, bis Wounds ; Their Diſtreſs _crmatis + uns 
fes, his Diftreſſe: *, &c. Upon the ſame Principle it was Ecc!:fie Demi- 
fo that Pontize his Deacon, having accounted how our "* ?reef, 
Hol Martyr was executed, in preſence of the People, falls 35.2% 
out into this Rapture: O #leſſed People of rhe Church of Car. 7,2 © 
e, that Suffered together with ſuch a Biſhop, with their Eyes werſam, Pree 
Senſes, and, which is more, with open Voice, and was Crowned poſiti preſ ntis 
with him! For ths all could not Suffer in real Effet, according to ©") one cla- 
their commen Wiſbes, nor really be Partakeys of that Glory; yet who- 6..edyl 28 
ſoever were ſincerely willing to Suffer, in the ſight of Coriſt who [ub io Cf l 
was looking on, - and in the Hearing of their Biſhop, did, in a man. fanis muon. 
ner, ſend an Embaſſ) to Moves, Oy One who was a competent Conf. for Epi- 
Witneſs of their Wiſhes ". Jeaprs lequiruer, 
ORE OMNINM lhquitzr , cateram mutabilitur Honor Ecclefiz noftre KL apom+ Pa 
ego Eprſcopus alterins Eccleſia prepoſitus, accepts, apud Uticam, ſuper confeſſicne, Crenni 
exinde Martyr ad Demimem proficiſcar ; quandequidem Ego Or pro ME & pro VOBIS bd 
VOS coyfiteri, & ibi pati, & exinde ad Dominum proficiſci , Orationibus continni; Depre- 
cer, Gre. Ep. 81. p. 238, 239. 
t Vide Ep. 17. p. 39. & De Lapis, p. 122, 123. fuſe. 


» O beatum Eccleſia pepulum, qui Epiſcoys ſus tali, & Oculis pariter & ſenſibus, E> qued 


* ewplin eft, publicats voce compaſſis eft, & ſicut ipſe trraftante ſemper audierar, Deo j1d ce 


Carce 


-&) 7 
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Coronatry oft. Ruamvis enim nou potwerit evenire, quod opcabaut wot communi a, ut conſor ts 
pacis Gloriz ſimul P.bs tota pateretur ; quicunque ſub Chriſti pctfants Oculss, &- ſub auribus 
Sactrdotis ex animo pati v0'uit, per ideneum wvoti ſui teſtem , Legationis quodans modo liter as ad 
"Dewm miſt. Pontius in vira Cyp. p. 10. 


Y 

5. Neither- was this of the Biſhop's being the Principle of 
Unity to the Church which he govern'd a Novel Notion, 
newly Minted in the Cyprianic Age: For, beſides that Epiſco- 
cy was generally believed, then, to be of Divine Inſtitution ; 
ſides, that St. Cyprian ſtill Argues-upon the Suppoſitzon of a 
Divine Infitution, as particularly, in the fame very Caſe of 
the Biſbps being the Prmciple of "Unity, as may be ſeen in his 
Reaſoning agaioſt the Lapſed, which I have already cited 
from Ep. 33. and might be more fully made appear, if it 
were needful. Beſides theſe Things, I fay, we have the 
ſaine thing frequently inſiſted on by the Holy Iznatizr, who 
was Contemporary with the Apoſtles, in his Genuine Epiſtles. 
Thus, for Inſtance, ia his Epiſtte to the Church of Smyrna 

| he cells them, That that 5s only a firm and ſolid Communion which 
is under the Biſhop, or allowed by him; and, That the Multitude 
ought (till to be with the Biſhop". Plainly importing this much 
at leaſt, That there can be no True Chriſtian Communion, 
ge iy», unleſs it be in the _ of the Church ; and there can be 
- .l-+ 2:7. no Communion in the Unity of the Church, in oppoſition 
7407:y ix. 3 tO the Biſhop. And, in his Epiſtle to the Philadelphians, Theſe 
. who belong to God, and Feſus Chriſt, are with the Biſhops 5 and 

theſe are God®s that they may live by Feſws Chriſt, who, {orfaking 
'Ore &v eay5 £9:i7 Sins, come into the Unity of the Church"". And again, in 
5 *Ezoun@- hat ſame Epiſtle, God dorh not dwell where there is Diviſion and 
21G rn i. Wreth: God only Pardons thoſe, who, Repenting , joyn in the 
3G ta, Unity of God, and in Society with the Biſhops *. And he has 
4:2. Lond, alſo that ſame very Notion, of the Biſhops being fo 
:680. p. 6. much the Principle of ms that, as it were, the whole 
Church is repreſented in him. Thus he tells the Ephe. 
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the Cyprianic Ape. 29 
mus 7. And in his Epiſtle to the 7ralians, he tells them, that 
in Polybins their Biſhop, who came to him at Smyrna, he beheld 


their whole Society *, 
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6, Indeed, this Principle, of the Biſhop's being the Center 
of Unity to his Church, was moſt reaſonable and accoun- 
cable in it ſelf, Every particular Church is an Organiz?d Poli- 
tical Body; and there can be no Unity in an Organical Body, 
whether Natural or Political, without a Principle of Unity, on 
which all the Members muſt hang, and from which, being 
ſeparated, they muſt ceaſe to be Members : And who fo hi 
for being this Principle of Unity to a Church, as he who was 
Paſtor, Ruler , Governour , Captain, Head, Fudge, Chrift”s Vi. 
car, &c. in relation to that Church 2 This was the Tcue 
Foundation of that other Maxim which I inſiſted on before, 
Viz, That there could be but Ore Biſhop, at once, in a Church? 
Why ſo? Why ? Becauſe it was Monſtrous for One Body to 
have Two Heads, for One Society to have Two Principles of 
Unity. 
if what I have faid does not fatisfie you, (th6, in a!l con- 
ſcience, it ought, it being ſcarcely poflible to prove any thin 
of this Nature more demonſtranvely,) then be Meaſed 
only to conſider the neceſſary Connexion that is berwixe 
this Principle, and that which I am next to prove; and 
that 1s, 


SECONDLY, That by the: Principles of thoſe 
Times, a Biſbop, Canonically Promoted, was Supreme in his 
Church; immediately ſubject to Feſus Chrif ; independent on 


.any, unaccountable to any Earthly Eccleſiaſtical Superizur. 


There was no Univerſal Biſhop, then, under Feſas Crit, 
who might be the Supreme wi/ible Head of the Catholick wiſite 
Church. There was, indeed, an Univerſal Biſboprick ; but it 
was not h:lJen by any One ſingle Perſon. There was an Unvs 
Epiſcopatus ; One Epiſcopacy, One Epiſcopal Office, One Biſhoprick ; 
but it Was divided into many Parts; and every Biſhyp had hes 

E 2 ſhare 


28 The Principles of. 
ſh.re of it aſſigned him, to Rule and Govern with the "prmy 1 
2 Ep ſopatus the Epiſcopal Authority*. There was One Church all the Warl 
wnus eft, eujus OVer, divided into many Members 3 and there was One Epiſcopacy 
a ſo gulis in AJiffuſed in proportion to that One Church, by. the Harmonious Nume. 
Joligum pars yoſity of many Biſhops *. Or, if you would have it in other 
tenetur. Cyp. > © , 
d: Un. Eccj. Words, the One Carhelick Church was divided into- many Pre. 
p: 108, cintts, Diſtritts, or Dioccſſes;z call them as you will: Each of 
d Er cum fe thoſe Diſtrict: had its ſingular Biſhop ; and that Biſhop, within. 
a Chriflo uns that Diſtrift, had the Supreme Power, He was ſubordinate to 
Eccleſia, per none but the Great Biſhop of Souls, Feſus Chrift, the only 
nr Mundum Univerſal Biſhop of the Univerſal Church. He was indepen- 
_—_ rao dent on,. and ſtood coMateral with all other Biſhops. There's 
it.m, Epiſce. nothing more fully, or more plainly, or more frequently in- 
pa: us unus Epis fiſted on by St. Cyprian, than this Great: Principle, I ſhall 
Jeeporum mul- only give you a ſhort yiew of it from him and his Contem- 


_ emo poraries. And, 
ig: ” w-4 7 1.. He lays the Foundation: of it in the Parity which our 
- , F 


Es. <c.».112. Lord inſtituted amongſt his Apoſtles, Chriſt, fays he; gave 
PI9-P."'"” Kqual Power to all bis Ste phe be ſaid, A, my Father bath 
© Er quamvis [ent me, even ſo I ſend you, Receive ye the Holy.Ghoſt ©, &c: 
Hpefto'is erni- And again, . The reft of the Apoſthes were the ſame that St. Peter 
bu PAREM 1445, endued with: an Equality of Power and Honour *% Now 
Kip ogs '7; © St. Cyprian, on: all! occaſions, makes Biſhops Succeſſors to the 
oo te. Us. Apojticr, as perchance I may youre fully hereafter. Thus, ? 
Ecch, p. 107. fay, he founds the Equality Q Biſhops, and, by conſequence, 
a Hoc erent Every Biſhop's Supremacy within his own Dice, And agree- 
»ique cater; ably, he Reaſons moſt frequently. I ſhall only give you a 
Apoſtoli quod {ew Inſtances. 
fuir Perrus; 2, Then, in that excellent Epiſtle to Antonianus, diſcourſing 
Do concerning the Caſe of the w_ and ſhewing how, upon 
editi Or be tormer Occaſions , different ; iſhops. bad taken different 
weri & pore. Meaſures about reſtoring Penitents to the Peace of the 
fa:is, Ibid. Church, he concludes with this General Rule , That every 
Biſn»p, ſo long as be maintains the Bond of Concord, and preſerves 
Carbclick Unuty, has Power to order the Aﬀairs of his own Church, 
* Manente con» as he ſhall be accountable to God*, Plainly importing, that no 
cri rvineule, Biſhop can give Eaws to another, or call him to an Account 


&- pirſeverante - a i 
Cookbas th. for his Management. To the lame pu poſe is the concluſion 
cCifie individuo Sacramento, attum ſuum diſponit & dirigit wnuſquiſque Ep iſcopus, WT 


$ropeſiti ſui Derginaredditurws, Ep. 55. pe 110, R 
ot. 


the Cyprianic Age. 
of his Epiſtle to Fubaianus, about. the Baptiſm of Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks. Theſe Things, moſt dear Brother, ſays he, I have 

written to you, as I was + "4 neither preſcribing to, nor impoſing 

on any Man, (ecing every Biſhop hath full Power to do as be judges 

moſt fitting *, &c. The ſame way he concludes his Epiſtle to « ;,. ::5; 5-6. 
Magn, concerning that ſame Caſe of Baptiſm performed by wvitcr, pro ne. 
Hereticks*. To the fame purpoſe is the whole Strain of his fr Mediocri. 
Epiſtle to Florentius Pupianus®, And what can be more clear, ****> 74/ripſ- 
or full, than his excellent Diſcourſe at the opening of the Coun. jar « zoe 
cil of Carthage, Anno 256? More than Eight Biſhops met, ,::;; preferi- 
to determine concerning that ſame matter of Baptiſm admi- benter a4: prie- 
niſtred by Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, - St, Cyprian was Preeſes, jrdicantes quo 
and having briefly repreſented to them the Occaſion of their naſe 
Meeting, he ſpoke to them thus :. I: remains now, that each of hace Piſce 
us ſpeak bis Senſe freely, judging no Man, refuſing our Communion put a;, F ve 
to no Man, tho he ſhould Tent from us: For none of us conſt i= habens arbitri 
tutes himſelf Biſhop of Biſhops, nor forces his Collegues upon a ne. fi liberam 
ceſſity of Obeying by « Tyrannical Terror ; ſeeing every Biſhop is —_—_— 
intirely Maſter of bis own Reſolutions, and. can no more be judged *' 3 P 0: 
by others, than he can judge others : But we all expect the Fudg- © 69. 2458. 
ment of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who alone hath Power of making * #t- 66. 

us Governours of bis Church, and calling us ro an Account for our | Supereſt ut 
Adminiſtrations *. y oy ipſa = 
fſentiamus, proferamus ; neminem judicantes, aut a jure Communionis aliquem, Y Skus 


ſenſerit, amwocnter. Neque enim quiſquam noſirum Epiſcopum ſe Epiſcoporum conftlituzr, 


aut tyramico terrore ad obſequendi neceſſitatem Collegas ſuor adigit ; quando habeat ounis Epiſcos 
pus, pro licentia libertatic & poreftatir ſue, arbitrium proprium ; tamque ab alio judicari now 
poſit, quam nec ipſe poterit judicare : Std expeFemus un/crſi judicium Domini noſtri Jeſu Chri-- 
fi, qui unus & ſolus habet poteftatem & preponendi ms in Eccleſia ſua Gubernatione C de atts: 
weſtro judicandi, Opp. Cyp Tom. 1. p. 229, 


3. Neither did the Principle hold only in reſpe& of this or 
the other Biſhop ; but all wichout Exception, even the Biſhop 
of Rome, ſtood upon a Level. And for this, we have as preg- 
nant Proof as poſhibly can be deſired: For when the Schit: 
matical Party at Carthage ſet up Fortunatus as an Anti-Biſhop, 
and thereupon ſent ſome of their Partiſan to Rome to inform 
Cornelins of their Proceedings, and juſtifie them to him; 
Cyprian wrote to him alſo, and thus Reaſoned the Caſe with- 
tim. To what Purpoſe was it for tbem to go to Rome to tell you, 
that they bad ſet up a falſe Biſhp againſt the Biſhops ? Either they 


C2»... 
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continue in their Witkedneſs, and are pleaſed with what they have 
done g..or they are Penitent, and willing to return to the Churches 

« Unity: If the latter, thcy know whither they may return : For 
ſeeing it is determined by us all, and withal, 'tis Juf and reaſonable 
in it ſelf, That every one's Cauſe ſhould be examined where the Crime 
was committed; and ſeeeng there is a Portion of the Flock (the 
Catholick Church ) aſſigned to every Biſhop to be Governed by 
him, as be ſhall be accountable to God; our Subjetts ought not to 
run about from Biſhop to Biſhop, nor break the Harmonius Concord 
which is among#t Biſhops by their ſubtle and fallacious Temerity : 
But every Man's Cauſe ought there to be diſcuſſed, where he may 

k Que autem have Accuſers and Witneſſes of his Crime *, &c. In which Rea- 

cauſa veniend/ ſoriing, we have theſe Things plain : 1. That, by St. Cyprian's 

& Pſcude-Epi- Principles, every Biſhop was Judge of his own Subjects; of 

Jeipum con:73 4] the Chriſtians who hved within his Diftrict. 2. That no 

ys fore » Biſhop, no not the Biſhop of Reme, was Superiour to ano- 

Aut enim pla. ther Biſhop ; 'nor could receive Appeals from his Sentences. 

cet -illis qud And, 3. That this Independency of Biſhops, this Unac- 

fecerunt & in countableneſs off one Biſhop to another, as to his Superiour, 
fue ſeelere P- was founded on every Biſhop's having his Portion of the 

Jeverant ; 4%? Flock afligned to him, to be Ruled and Governed by him, 


7 diſplicet C an 
abs wn" as he ſhould anſwer to God); 5. e. upon his viſible Supremacy 


, 


quo rcv/rian. in his own Church; his being immediately Subordinate to 
tur. Nam God only. To the ſame purpoſe he writes to Stephen Biſhop 
cum ftarurwn of Rome alſo: For having told him his Mind freely concer- 


f / 'b - P - . 
rhe oh ning thoſe who ſhould return from a State of Schiſm, to the 


fit pariter as Unity of the Church z; how they ought to be Treated, and 
Juſtum, ut wii. how Received, &c. he concludes thus: We know that | wang 
wow) uſque are tenaciom, and unwilling to alter what they have once deter. 
cauſa ilic at» ined : and that they wil needs retain ſome Methods peculiar to 


G—_ themſelves ; but Fill with the Safety of Peace, and Concord with 


miſſim, && their Collegues : In "which caſe, we offer Violence, we proſcribe 
ow ws Laws to no Man, ſeeing every Biſhyp has full liberty jn the Admis 
ſingulis paſte» 8 . . . , 
m_ y 01 niſtration of the Aﬀairs of hu Church, as be will anſwer to God', 
ſeripta, quam regat Unuſquiſque & Gubernet, rationem ſui aftus Domin? redditurus, oportet 
nutique cos quibus preſumns, non circumcurſare, nec Epiſcoporum concordiam cohermtem ſua ſubs 
dola & fallaci temeritate collidere, ſed agere illic cauſam ſuam ubi & accuſatore; habere, & 
reſtes ſui Criminis poſſmt. Ep. 59. p. 36. 

| Ceterum ſcimus quoſaam quod ſemel imbiberint, nolle deponere ; nee propoſitum ſuum facik 
mutare ; ſed ſalve, intcr Collegas, pacis ac Concordia winculo, quedam propria, que apud ſe ſe 
wel ſint uſurpata retinere, Qua in re, nec ms vim cuiquam facimus aut legem damus; cum 
habeat, 


ſbi cnſtitucre, & primatum aſſamire, &c. Ep. 69. p. 184. 
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habeat, in Eccleſia adminiſftratione, wolun:atis ſue arbitrium liberum , unuſquiſque prepoſer us, 


rationem ſui atus Domino redditurus. Ep. 72. p. 198. 


And how do both St. Cyprian and Firmilian reſent Stephen's 
Extravagance, in threatning to refuſe his Communion to 
thoſe who had' not the ſame Sentiments with himſelf about 
the Baptiſm of Hereticks? Let any Man 'read St. Cyprian's 


Epiſtle to Pompeius, and Firmilian's to St. Cyprian m, and he n pie £9. 74, 
may have enough to this purpoſe. Would you have yet & 75. 


more? Then take a moſt memorable Acknowledgment 
from . the Presbyters and Deacons of Rome. St. Cyprian had 
written to them, while the Biſhop's Chair was vacant, and 
given them an account of his Reſolutions about the Lapſed; 
thoſe who had Sacrificed to the: Heathen Idols in time of Per- 
ſecution. Now, conlider how they beÞin their Anſwer to 
him. Altho, fay they, a Mind that's without Checks of Con- 
ſcience, that's ſupporte y/ the Vigour of Evangelical Diſcipline, 
and bears witneſs to it ſelf, that it has ſquared its Ations by the 
Divine Commandments, uſeth to content it ſelf with God, as its 
only Fudge; and neither ſeeks other Men's Approbations, nor fears 
thewr Accuſations ; yet they are worthy of doubled Praiſes, who, 
while they know their Conſcience i ſuvjeft to God only as its Fudge, 


do yet deſire that their Adminiſtrations ſhenld have their Brethren: 4 
Comprobations ". So clearly acknowledging St. Cyprian's (and 
by conſequence, every Bilhop's ) Supremacy within his own |: 
Diftritt; and his Independency, or Non-Subordination, to any & Evargel.cs 


INS ANimius 


Quang! 71 
ne [ii con- 


bl 


other Biſhop; that even Rigaltius himſelf, in his Annotations P'/cipline vie 
on St. Cyprian,tho a Papiſf,conteiles it. And no wonder ; For, Va ſubnicer;; 


- werins ſbi, 


in Deeretis Celeftibus, teftis effefFusr, ſoleat, ſoo” Der judice, eſe contentus ; nic alteriue aut 
Landes petere, aut Arcuſationes pertimeſcere ; Tamin geminata ſunt laude Condigni, qui, cum 


Conſcientiam ſciant Deo ſoli deb-re ſe judici, aus tamen ſuos deſiderant etiam ab ipſir ſui: fi a 


tribus comprobari, &c. Ep. inter Cyprianicas 30. p. 5G. 
"ho By the rg 0a} of thoſe Times, every Biſhop was 
Chriſt*s Vicar within 


own Church ?; 


- 
- 


is own Diſtrict *; Had a Primacy in his » — 7:4: 
Managed the Ballance of her Government * ; vice Chr./*i 


Was, by his being Biſhop, elevated to the ſublime Top of the ©9879. 


Prieſthood © ; Had the Epiſcopal Authority im its Vigour * ; the Pre. 


tenentes — Ep. G8. p. 177. 


Ep.59. 9.129. 


Cathedr am 


q Gubernands Eccleſia Libram 


F Sacerdotii ſublime faſtigium. Ep. 55. p.103. $ C:ev4 


pro Epiſcopatus vigere, & Cathedre authuritate, haberes poteſtatem, Ee. Ep. 3.p.5, — $S! 
ita res eft, == Attum «ft de Epiſcopatus vigere, Ep. 59. p.126. 


Latick 


Si 
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t m Solidum. Jatick Power in its Plenitude *; A Sublime and Divine Power 
Un.Eccl. p.108, Governing the Church», And none could be called Biſhop of 
*— Atum oft Biſhops". Every Biſhop was Head of his own Church*" ; and 
de Ecclefie gu- The was built upon him in her Policick Capacity *. He, and 
bernande ſub- he only, was her i ible Fudge? ; and he did not ſtand Sub. 
limi ac Divina gr dinate to any Viſible Superiour, In ſhort, The Conſtitution 
Po s P- of every particular Church, in thoſe Times, was a well. 
Ep.59.p.126. Fempered Monarchy : The Biſhop was the Monarch, and the Preſ. 
' N.aue enim Ojfery Was his Senate; all the Chriſtians within his Diltrict 
cot vo. depended on him for Government and Diſcipline, and he 
ſirum Epiſco= depended on no Man: So that I may fairly conclude this 
pum ſe Epiſco= Point with that famous Teſtimony of St. Ferom's , in his 
confti> Epiltle to Evagrius : Wherever a Biſhop is, whether at Rome or 


ome 
ruit, Cyp. in Eugubium, Conſtantinople or Rhegium, Alexandria or Tani, 


care be 2: of the ſame Merit, and the ſame Prieſtbood. Neither the 


nec Perrus Power of Riches, nor the Humility of Poverty, maketh a Bi 
quem primum higher or lower; but they are all Succeſſors Md the Apoſtles *, "Tis 
fave elegit, rrue indeed, St. Ferom lived after the Cyprianic Age : But, I 
/pe 7; ſuppoſe, our Author will pretend to own his Authority as 
adificavit Ec n ; - 
clefam ſuam, Toon as any Father's in the point of Church-Government. 
cum ſecum Let me repreſent to you only one Principle more, which pre- 
Paulus ae > vailed in the Days of St. Cyprian: And that is, 


CHIC /16Ne 
—_ Diſceptaret, vindicavit ſibi aliquid inſolewttr , aut arreganter aſſumpſit, ut diceret ſe 
Primatum tenere —— Ep. 71. p. 194, 195+ 

vv Vide ſupra. 

x Paſſom. 

Y Vide ſupra. 

* Ubicunque fuerit Epiſcopus, frve Rome, five Eugubii, fe Conſtantinopoli, ſue Rhe- 
ii, foe Alexandrie, five Tanis, ejuſdem Meriti > x & ejuſdem Sacerdetii, potentia divie 
tiarum & Panpirtatis humilitas , wel ſublimiorem wel inferierem Epiſcepum non facit. Catc- 
Tum onnes Apojiolorum Succeſſores ſunt. Hieron. ad Evagrium. 


THIRDLY, That whatever the High-Prieff, among 
the Jews, was to the other Prieſts and Levites, &c. The Chri- 
ſtian Biſhop was the ſame to the Presbyters and Deacons, &e. and 
the ſame Honour and Obedience was due to him. This was 
a Principle which St. Cyprian frequently inſiſted on, and Rea» 
{oned from. Thus in his Third Epiſtle, direted to Rrgatia- 
os, he tells him, That he had Divine Law and Warren Yor 
Puniſhing his Rebellious and Undutiful Deacon. And then 
Cites that Text, Dewt, 17. 12. And the man that will do pre. 
ſumpruonſly, 


fe 


#V 
P/1 


ORB URS GEO POTS RATS 


1.S99, 8.7. 
ment, -&*c. 


God's High 
that he was the Kogh Prie 
v, 1b would not hav 
ak evil of the Ruler of 

further wy Our ho a 


And, "Has 
King, and 


Honour to the Prieſts, tho t 


proacy] 


ih 


one a Presbyter, and the 9/ber a. Deacon ©. 


an ae 0 wntozt be 
: And all the peqple 
ly. Preoy/7. ad confirms it farther, by thew. 
orab, nn, ang Ahn, Br Bi. 
when the [/rae- 
Government, asked a Rong to ju 
'Samnel, Hearken wnto the woice 
they [ay wnto thee Ae nas 
thee, but they have r me that 1 
gave them b6aul 
Ani when St. Paul was : 
Prieſt, he excuſed himſelf, faying 
: Had he OREN 
roared him fo ny T bow 


7 7 Ch, Our Ga, 
paid ſuitable 


ow _—_ ode, God, mor achnaw- 
ledged Chrift : For when he bad "—y ed the Leper, be bade him 
go. ſhew himſelf to the Prie 
And at the very inſtant of 

be bad anſwered irreverently _ 
ing againſt the 7 
ded bus can Innocence, ſaying 

of the Evil; but 
All which Thin 
might have a 


bear and fear, and 


Dat. wi Numb. Þ6. 1 
debg vey ry of Sema $ 
ther, The 


People in all that 


e tu Gift: Matth. 8. 
wie (of beaten, as hy 
/, 1be-uttered. 0. Re- 
fe ww but 'rather- 

ſpoken Emu, cm— 
if wel, ws ; £hope = we? John. 18. 22,23 
atern of Patience and Hi milie 
he taught us to give all Pars Honour to true Pri 
ſo towards falſe >. a 

Thus St. Cy 
for obliging all he 
Obey t cir Biſhops, 
Fourth Epiltle - Pomponizs, Concerni 
Deacons that lived Scandalouſly. Let t 


be ſaved, ſays he, if they” will not obey the Biſhops, ſeei 
then he cites Deut. 17, 12 ®, 


Propel row _ ; go 


Reaſon'd, and theſe were his 
Clergy as well as Lait 
To the ſame purpoſe 


, to Honour and 
© he wrote in his 


em not hp =_—_ can 


1 in Deuter 


filts on the ſame Arguments in his 59th Epiſtle directed to 
Cornelins, when he is giving him an account of the Rebellion, 
and Schiſmarical Practices of Forcunatus and Feliciſſimus, the 
He-inſilts on them « xp. 59. p.128. 


< \ * 
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« Ep. 3. þ. $+ 


e in- xp. 4.2.9 


TY 


4 xp.66.9.66. Ver 


inſiſts farg 


Aaron; and makes it the Game very | 
ſeparate from their lawful Biſhop, in his 69th E 
e Ep.69. $.183. to s*; and in his 73d Epiltle, GRE arch] 
f Ep.73- p.201. And ; milian alſo, Sr. Cyprie ern, , , inſiſts on the 
« E9.75.9.225. fame Argument*. Indeed, the Names, oe # 'Prieftbood, AL 
tar, Sacrifice, &c. 0 much uſed in thoſe/Times, are a reg- 
nant A of the Notions Chriſtians had then, of the 


Chriſtian Hierarchy's ern Ap Es fn the Jewiſh. Nets 
was it a Notion now ad (ens Links, the 
eo bench roy CS piſtle written to 
the Corinthians by St. Clement &p Rome, who was not 
only Contemporary with the A but is by Name men- 
tioned by St. Paul, as one of « Fellow-Labores oy 
Names are in the Book Life, Philip. 4. 3. For he 
ding thoſe Corinthians to lay aſide Alt Animoſitics and ins. 
tical itions, and to _—_ Ml OE maintain Eons, 1h _ 
Peace, above all things ; argue! tr be 
dient for this, that every "Man phy keep his Order and 
Station 3 and then enumerates the ſeveral ——mhar have poles uſt- 
der the Old Teffament , which fufficiently proves, That the 
Hierarchy was till reſerved i in the New. His Method of 
Reaſoning, and the n he had in hand to compoſe the 
Schiſms that aroſe SO the Corinthians, make this evident 
ond all Contradiction, That a Biſhop in the Chriſtian 
Church was no lefs than the High Prieſt = ews, 
elſe he had not argued from the Precedents of the ” 
perſivade them to Unity in the Church. The H * Prief 
( Caith he) has hu proper Office, and the Prieſts honrels their pr 
Tz 2 » Place or Station; and the Levites are tied to their proper Moniſte 
wn # *fgugtt ries + and the Layman s bound to by Laick Perferntances, b 
a MATS. 


Hat Iidbuiyeu tio), y Tos io oy idNG 5 wr ex95t max] au, »; awvi mus iJYery 
Na xovicy " Fab 6 aaixos dy$par@® mis kaixols agyriſuan NNdvmw.. Claw, 
Epiſt. ad Cor. p. miki, 53. 


Having thus demonſtrated, that theſe were three current 
and received Principles in St. Cyprian's time , viz. That a 
Biſhop was. the Principle of Unity to: his Church , to m_ the 


ESSE EO ROALD SS TR EINASrSATEEST 


I 


EY! 


(ſt with them. I am afraid, it can con 


the Cyprianic Age. 
Chriſtians within his Dij#ri#? ; That he was Sapreme in his 
Church, and had no Earthly Eccleſiaſtical Superiour; and, 
That he was the ſame amongſt Chriftians, which the High 
Prief# was amongſt the Fews : Let me try a little, if our Au- 
thor's Definition of a Biſhop, in St. _ time, can con- 
eG wi lets tome it with none of them 
ſingly, m WI t r. 
NY or with the firſt; for, if a Biſhop, then, was the Prin. 
ciple of Unity to a Church, in which there were many Presby- 
fersy,, as Cyprian, e. g. Was to the Church of Carthage, and 
Cornelizs to the Church of Rowe, and Fabias to the Church of 
Antioch, 2nd Dionyſizs to the Church of Alexandria, &c. If 
thus it was, I fay, then, to be ſure, a Biſhop was another 
thing than a meer fog Presbyter of a ſingle Pariſh in the Preſ= 
erian ſenſe: For, it a ſmgle Precbyter could have been the 
rinciple of Unity to a Church in which there were, e.g. 46 
fingle Presbyters, he muſt have been it as a /ong/e Presbyter, or as 
ſomething elſe: Not as a /imgle Presbyrer, for then there ſhould 
have been as many Principles of Unity in a Church, as there 
were ſingle Presbyters; for Inſtance, There ſhould have been 
46 Principles of Unity in the Church of Rome: Which, beſides 
that 'tis plainly Contraditory to_the Notion of One Biſhop, 
at once, in a Church; what is it elſe, than to make a Church 
ſach a Monſter as may have 46 Heads ? Than by fo multi- 
plying the Principles of Unity, to leave no Unity at all? Than, 
in ſtead of One Principle of Unity to an Organized Body, to fer 
up 46 Prixciples of Diviſion? Indeed, what is it ſe than the 
ve Extrack of Nonſenſe, and Cream of Contradiction ? 
A fel Presbjter then, if he could have been the Principle of 
Unity to ſuch a Church, muſt have bo it, as ſomething ſe 
than a meer fon le Prezbyter. But what could that Something elſe 
have been * K Preibyterian Moderator ? Not fo neither; for by 
what Propriety of Speech can a Moderator of a Prezbytery, as 
ſich, be called the Principle of Unity to a Church? How 
can he be called the Principle of Unity to a Church, who, as 
ſuch, is neither Paſffor, Head, nor Governour of a Church 2? 
Who, as ſuch, has no dire, immediate, or formal Relation 
to a Church? Who, as ſuch, is only the Chair-man,the Maſter. 
Speaker, not of the Church, but of the Presbytery ? Nay, who 
may be ſuch, and- yet no Cn For however _ 
2 lent 


i Fxors que 
dam & ab 


emmibus emie 


vans potefſl as, 


dient or indecent it may be, that an Hzarben fhould, ofr coca. 
fion, be the Moderator, 4. e. the Maſter-Speaker of a Presby... 
tery; yet it implies no Repugnancy to wee hrs of Chrt. 
ſtianity. But however this is, *ris certain, 'that, according 
to the Presbyterian Principles, (not the Moderator, but) the 
Presbytery is the Principle of Uity to. the Church, or rather 
Churches, within. the Bounds of that Presbytery. And, to do 
our Author Juſtice, he ſeems to. haye been ſenſible. of this, 
as I obſerved already.: And therefore, he ſaid not, If he (the 
Apologiſt) cas prove, that we ſeparate from our Paſor, or om 
the Moderator of the Presbytery; but, rom. our Paſtors, or fFom 
the Presbytery with their Moderator. Neither, 

2, Can our Author's Definition conſiſt with the ſecond 
Principle, viz. That every. Bi was Supreme in his Church, 
Independent, and not Subordinate, to any Eccleſiaſtical. Supe 
riour on Earth To have ſuch a Supremacy, .ſuch an, Inde. 
pendency, fuch an Unaccountableneſs, is notoriouſly incon-. 
liſtent with the Idea of either a ſingle Precbyrer, or a Prechyrerian 
Moderator, How can it be conſiltent with the 14ts of a /rgle 
Presbjter ating in Parity with his Brethren Presbyters, that 
of 46, for Example, One ſhould have-a Primacy, a Supremacy, 
a Plenitude of Power, the Sublime and Divine Power of Gover. 
ning the Church, an Unaccountable and Eminent Power, as St. Fe 
rom himſelf calls it'. And all the reſt ſhould be Accountable, 
and Subordinate to him,? What is this but reconciling Contra- 
ditions? Beſides, the Independency of ſingle Pre:byters is noto- 
riouſly inconſiſtent with the Presbyreriam Scheme. *Tis. Ivde- 

ency, not Presbytery. And as for the Prechyteriav Moderator, 
what ſenſe can he be called Supreme, or 1 dent, or Un-. 
accountable ? In what ſenſe can he be ſaid to.be raiſed ro the 
Sublime Top of the Prieſtboed? Or to have an Exors Poteſtar, 
an Unaccountable Power? Or to. be Accountable to God. only? 
Or to have the Sublime and Divine Power of Governivg the 
Church? Is he, as ſuch, raiſed to the Sublime Top of the Prief 
hood, who, as ſuch, may be »o Prieft at all? For why may 
not a Rulivg Elder be a Moderator ? How can he be faid to. 
have an Unaccowntable Power, who can be Voted out of his Chair 
with the ame Breath wich which he was Voted-:nto it? How 
can he be ſaid to be Accountable to God only, who is Accountable 
to the Prezhyrery ? How can he be ſaid to have os 
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the Cyprianit Ave. 
and Divme Power of Goucrning the Church, who, 2s 
wo Church Governour ? Has be a Sapreane Powerit 

as fach, has no imaginable Turi/4;Fiqn over: any, one 

of that Society ? 


3. But what ſhall I (ay to the the Cooliney of aus Aarhog' 


Definition with, the third Pri Even No-MOge 
than that I have proved it to. have been ang of St. ian's, | 
and one that was, generally ed. in. his time 3 that 
can refer it to our Author himfſeif [5 ey iy 
WY es Pogue, or a Prog don | on 
4 e Fred UG, ON A Fre kn 
proceed to another of rx mart which, ſhall 
FOURTHLY, Tagize you , in a-more De. 


tail; forge of the Branches, of the. Epi 
pwpoſe,. if I ſhall grove theſe, three Thingsz 
I, That there were. feveral confiderable- A off Powen 


relating to nA ws Governmery, and Diſcipline of the 
Ch wer tg Any tothe 's. love. 
ra] Powers lodkes which -yY could - 
manage by himſelf, and Im the C 
of any otber Church-Governouy., 


IL bo in my Thing relating 


Diſcipline of the Church, he had a Negarove 


yy the other Church-Governours within his: .. 


Diſt And, 


That all the other Clergy-mev within his Diſtrict; 
Presbyters as well as others, were /ubje# to his Au. 
thority, and obnoxious to his DiKip 
diction. 


w., I fay, there were ſeveral conſiderable.4&: of Power re 
to the Government and Diſcigling & of. the Church, 
week. belonged /olely to. the Bilhop; ſeveral, =_ lodged 
m his Perſon, which he cou'd manage by. bimſelf, and with+ 
out the Coricurrence of any. other: Chisct»Govesnous: 
theſe for a Sample. And, p 
Frf, 
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Firf, He had the ſole Power of Confirmation; of —_— 
on Chriſtians, for the Reception of the Holy- 

after Baptiſm. For this, we have St. Cyprier's moſt expreſs 

Teſtimony in his Epiſtle to. Fb4;ans, where he tells, It was 

the Cuſtom to offer ſuch as were Baptized to the Biſhops, that, 

by their Prayers, and oof ms $e of their Hands, they might 

receive the Holy-Ghoſt, and ummated by the Sign of our 

Lord, 5. e. by the Sign of the Croff, as I take it : And he ex- 

= reſly founds this Practice on the Patern of St. Peter and 

PORES RS: be obn ,, mentiond-At#s 8. 14. &c.* Firmilian is as &x- 


— 04:4 le: Prels in his Epiſtle to Cyprian, ſaying in plain Language, That 
avr_Y 7's Biſhops, who Govern The Church the Powe of Baptiſm, 
cleſiaſticomm Confirmation, and Ordination '. *Tis true, he calls them Mea. 
Baptiſma cm- jores Natu, Elders : But that he meant Biſhops, as diſtinguiſhed 
mn fo 4.4. from Presbyters, cannot be called into, Queſtion by any Man, 
$us rinxerar) Who reads the whole Epiſtle, and conſiders his Stile all along ; 
Eeptizeri « and withal, eonfiders what a peculiar Intereſt, by the Prin- | /* 
ultra non oper- Ciples of theſe Times, the Biſhop.had in theſe three Acts he 
ebat ; ſed tan» names. But whatever groundleſs Altercations there may be | * 
— about his Teſtimony, as there can be none about St. Cprian's, « 
tro& Joanne 10 neither can there be any ſhadow of Pretext for any about 
feftum eft ; ut Cornelim*s, who, in his Epiſtle to Fabixe, (ſo often mentioned 
Oratione pro iis before,) makes it an Argument'of Novatienas his Incapacity 
__ - Gp of being a Biſhop ;- that tho he was Baptized, yet be was not k 
perch —_—_ & Confirmed by the Biſhop ”, | 
infindaretur ſuper tes Spiritus Sanfius.: Qued nunc quoque apud nes Geritur, ut qui in Eccleſia wW 
Baptiz.an ur, Prapoſicis Eccleſia offcrantur, & per noftram Oratioem ac mani impoſiticnem, / 
Spiritum Sanftum conſ quantur, © fignaculs Deminico Ceonſummentur. Ep. 73. p. 202. hi 


| Ovinis poteſias & Gratis in Eccleſia rfl, wbi Preſiden: Majores Natu, qui & Baptizandi P 
& Manum impenendi & Ordinandi poſſident pot:ſtatem. Ep. 75. p. 221. In 
= *Ov ulw IN tf normy froge bv Xe} wmAdguCdruy wr 7 cnnndas ravine, C 
wn T1 open ive vid 3% "Emoxiry, &rc, Apud Euſeb. H. E. lib, 6. cap. 43. M 


Secondly, He had the ſole Power of Ordination, and that of | © 
whatſoever Clergy-men within his Diſtrict. Ordinations could Tn 
not be performed without him ; but he could perform them | \,: 
Regular, without the Concurrence of any other Church- th 

- This has been ſo frequently and fo fully proved by BY :;. 
Learned Men, that 1-need not infilt much on it. Forbear- Þ « 
ing therefore to adduce the Teſtimonics of ſuch as red ar hi 
oh; t, Cy- | 


6 Cys and his empora- 

"Tis true, To humble and' condeſcending he was, That 
when he was made Bilhop, he refolved with himſelf to-do: 
nothing by himſelf, concerning the Publick Affairs of che 
Church, without confulting not ny his Clergy, but his 
People ». I call this his own free rokuntary Condefben.  — Sus 
tion : It was a thing he was not bound to do by any Divine reſcribere nib? 
Preſcript, or any Apoſtolical Tradition, or any Eccleſiaſtical porui, quande 
Conſtitution. His very Words import ſo much, which you <= wg 
may ſee on the Margin. And yer, for all that, we find him ,,.; * TA. 
not only in extraordinary Juncures, Ordamig without asking TUERIM 
the Conſent of his Clergy or People; but ſtill inſiſting on it 1/4! ne conſe 
as the Right of all Biſhops, and particularly his own, to Pro- ** wo 
mote and Ordsin Clergy-men, of whatſoever Rank, . by bims-47s _—_— 


| bis, mea 
f, and without any Concurrence. Thus, oh 
a, his 38th Epi, having Ordained Aurelizs 2 Leffor, OED 
acquaints his Presbyters and with it, from the Place #p- 14- ?- 33- 


of his Retirement: Now conſider how he begins his Letter. 
In all Clerical Ordinations, moſt dear Brethren, lays he, I uſed to 
Conſult you beforehand, and to examine the Manners and Merits of 
every one with common Advice *0 And then he proceeds to o ,, 0a. 
tell them, How, that notwithſtanding. that was his ordinary nibu Clericis 
Method, a Rule he had obſerved for the mf part ;, yet, for SOLEMUS 
good Reaſons he had not obſerved it in that Inftance. In % ante conſu- 
which Teſtimony, we have theſe Things evident : r.- That ** dy 
his Power was the ſame, as to all Ordinations, whether of 2 em _ 
Presbyters or others: For he ſpeaks of them all indefinitely ; muni Conſilio 
In Clerics Ordinationibus. 2. That he uſed only to ask the pmiderare. 
Counſel and Advice of his Clergy, about the Manners and #35 2-74 
Merits of the Perſon he was to Ordain, but not their. Concur- 
rence in the 4# of Ordination; not one word of that: On 
the contrary, That they uſed nor to Concurr, fairly imported 
in the very Inſtance of Awrelizs. 3. That it was intirely of 
his own Eaſarf and Condeſcenſion, that he Conſulted them in 
the Matter : He USED to do it, but needed not have done 
it: He did it not in that very fame Caſe. Which is a demon- 
ſtration of the Truth of what I faid before, ws. That 
his Reſolution, which he had made when he to his. 

. / Biſhop- 
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- Biſhoprick, wasfrom his own:Cheice, and abſolutely Free and 


We have another remarkable T MNny to the Gme pur. 
poſe in his 41ſt Epiſtle, where he tells, th. Becauſe of hi 
Abſence from Carthage, he had given a Deputation to-Calde. 
13s and Heroulanzas, ewo Bilhaps ; and to Regationas -and 
Numidiew, two of his Presbyters, 10 examine the Ages, hs 
fications, and Merits, of ſome in Carthage, vhat be, whoſe Pro. 
vince it was to promote Men to Eccleſiaſtical Offices, might be well 
i war about them, and: Promote none 'but ſuch as were Meek, 
Humble, and Warthy *. This, 1 Gay, is a moſt remarkable 

—_ for he not only ſpeaks 


Þ 4 Ci 
que e2o v6rpre Teſtimony for our preſent Pu 
me Viea0s *indefinirely of all Ronks 0 
_— wn, but, he Ipeaks -of himſelf in the Singular Number, as having 
& Conitſiiones, the Power of Promoting them; and he founds that Power, 
& Meritadiſ- 'and appropriates pay ar; upon his: haying the Care of 
pwn" bag the Church and her Government committed to him. 

© UT 'CURA INCUMBTT, mme: tm nit, &- dignmr atque 'bamilet &- nie 
ter, ad*Evelefidftice Aimini ftrationic *fficis promeverem, Ep. 41. p. 79- 


We'have a third Teſtimony as progrome 2s any of the'for. 
mer, in his 72d Epiſtle wxicten to Stephen Biſhop of Rome. 
For, repreſenting to him what the Reſolution of the 4fican 
Biſhops were concerning ſuch Presbyters and Deacons as ſhould 

"return from a State of Schiſm, to the Communion of the Church, 
'he diſcourſes thus. By commien Conſent and Authority , Dear 
« Brother, we tell you further, That if any Prevbyters vr rye Br 
who have either been Ordained b(fore in the Catholick Church, ani 
' have afterwards turned Perfidious and R:vellicus agairiſt the Charch; 
br, have been Promoted by a Profane Ordination, in a Stare of 
Schiſm, by FALSE BISHOPS and Anti-Chrifts , a- 
ainſt our Lord's Triſtitution — — that ſuch, .if they ſhall return, 


1 Addimu only be admitted to Lay-Communion,' 8c By which Te- 
plane & con- ſtimony, you 'may clearly ſee, 1. That all Ordimations of 
paging #- Preibjters, as well as Deacons, were performed by Biſhops; by 


conſenſu & Aultevitate ermmuni, ut etiam {i qui Prochyteri aut Dracmi, qui wel in Eccleſia Ca 
'tholics prius Ordimati Pon & poſtmodum , prefids” & => omntre Eccheſiom fieterint 
wel apud Hereticos s PSEUD O:EPISCOPIS' & Antl:Chviftic mera Chrift difhepe 
tienim, profans 'Ordimatime promiti "int, & roitrs Alt areunim wrifue Divotnmem, Satyificia 
feris ſalſa ac Sattilige ftrre -tmari fant ; "tos quoque bas Conditime fuſcipi, run reverraneer, 
u/ Communicent Lict; Ofc. "Tp. 7%./p-W7- yy 
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9. afd _ a Lebior , Ep. 19. 
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vol _— thoy were og; 
& he tad def ed then r the Prezbyterate, und to fit 
erty) Nears would allow of it *, _ 
: mr ils 24am tos Seffuric tibiſcum , proves & ourbilerati 
ans ol «39+ þ- 


0 the Predbyrerate, which we have in that mtoetetar: 
wnitteh by Cormlias to Fabie of Amticch? There he 


ou ve tranſcribed 
c is Cole ic, and & al me if any 


thing 


_ 
* 


42 | Fhe Principles of 


thing can be more clear, than that the Biſhop, they, had the 


Ln ſole Power of Ordination*, 


T2 Ilevo Cur 

ets x7! 1x42 Ts Emowry 7% emBir]G- dui yea ts TlesoComighs xhnggy. , *Os 
Haxwnuviulu@ wa mui; Ty xaiges nnd x Mandy mor. Exel” wy" WE0v iy + 
FR ruivns dd vie eferollhvrt, danny x, 37G, cis nancor mret avicu þ, nan 
nſo5prliveu wary Ter waver xc mi nom. Euf.b. Hiſt.. Eccl. 1.6. 6.43. 


Neither do we read in all St. Cyprian's Works, or in any 
Monuments of theſe: Times, of any Concurrence of Presby. 
ters with Biſhops, in any Ordinations, and far lefs, that ever 
Presbyters' Ordain'd without a Biſhop. *Tis true, 'we read in 
St. Cypriar's 524 Epiſtle, that Nowatus made Feliciffimus a Dea- 
con: And I read, that ſeveral Learned Men underſtand it'fo, 
t Vide Annal. as if he had: Ordained him*, - And Blondel particularly, be 
Cyp. ad Am. Cauſe Nowvatus was nothing but a Presbyter;. concludes, that 
250. Set. 21.-this was a notable Inftance of the Pawer of Presbyters in Ordi» 
zations.' But when one reads -the whole Paſlage, as St. Cj. 
prian hath it, and ponders all Things duly, he cannot. bue 
think ie ftrange, that ever that Fancy. ſhould have been enter- 
tained: For all that St. Cyprian ſays, amounts to no more 
than this, That Novatus turn'd a Scbi/matick in the time of 
Perſecution, and thereby became anther Prrſecutiom to vhe 
Eburch-; and that having thus given himſelf up tothe Spiri 
of Schiſm., he, by bu Fattion and Ambition, got Feliciſſmaus 
made a Deacon, wihout either St, _— Knowledge or Al- 
* Idem eff No- lowance *. St, Cyprian's Words, I fay, do not import, that 
vatus qui quoſ= Novatus Ordain'd Feliciſſimus : They import no more, than 
dam iſtic ex that Novatus his Ambition and Fattion prevailed to get Feliciſſi- 


fatribu ab yas Ordait?d a Deacon, tho himſelE did not Ordain hari» (Tis. 


Epiſcope Segre= ; | . . 
!” ou probable he was Ordamned by ſome Neighbouring Bip, St.C 
"fa ah bod prian being ther in: his Seceſſion.) And*tis as evident as 4 
n: ad everten- thing Cam: be made, from what immediately follows, that 
das farrum St. Cyprian deſigned them.for no more. For he:goes an, and: 
he: bars fo tells, in- that ſame. Breath, Thar Novatus bawng- done ſo and 

cirk noir at Carthage, went next. ro Rome, and attempted juſt the 1; 

fair. tþſe of things there 5- only with this. difference , That as Rome, by iss 
qu Eeliciſli- _" had the Precedeney of Carthage, ſo be attempted greater 
RE Wickedneſs at Rome than at Carthage :. For be (lays Cyprian) 


conn, n:6 permitrente me, nee ſciente, ſua ſation & ambitione conflituit. Ep. 52. p.97- 
| Who: 


TRDOARSET EPS BRTMENTYS 


9) 


fee Opriaentc Age. 43 
who bad made a Deacon as Carthage 4goinf the Church; made a 
Biſhop at Rome, meaning Novationws *. Now tis certain that » x: cum ſ«s 
not. Nowatus, but Three Biſhops, Ordained Nowatianus;, and, tempeſtare Ro- 
by conſequence, that. St. Cyprian - never meant that Nowatus 77977 940que 
rdain'd  Feliciſ/mus, - This is irrefragable. 1 But then, ſup- X*vs9% ad 
pole the: worſt; Suppole Novarus had really Ordained Felici/- el:fram wo 
ſumuz, what ſtreſs is to be laid on the Example of a Schiſma. lia illic & pam 
rick? Eſpecially when what he did was done Schiſmatically ? ria militus oft, 
Antonianus asked ot St. Cyprian, what was Novatianus his He. © C70 portie- 
relie ? And Cyprias anſwered, I: was no matter what he taught, m_—y = _ 
ſering be taught in Schiſm *': And may we not lay with.the ſame ;,rnitas = 
n; That it matters not. what /Nowvatus did, ſeeing what / chermntis 
he did was done in Schiſm? .One Thing indeed we learn from & /{: nuicem 
this Matter, and that is another Argument of the Biſhop's #214 Cm- 
ar Intereſt in the matter of Ordination; For St. Cyprian - mag” 


molt plainly 3 «xn it coSch;/2m, that, without his Allowance, ,,on/am pro 


Nevatus {hould have preſumed to have got Feliciſſnows Ordained magnitudine 
a Deacon. ſa dcbeat 
Carthaginem 


Roma precedere, ill'ic majors & grawiors commiſit : Qui iſtic adverſus Ectleſiam, Diaconurm 
fecerat, illic Epiſcopum feeit , Oe. Ep. 52. p. 97. 

vv Qed vero ad Nevatiani perſonam pertinet : F.C. de quo deſideraſti tibi ſcvibi, quam he- 
reſin introduxiſſet, ſcias nor prims in laco, nic curioſes efſe debere quid ille doceat, cum foris do- 
ceat, ED. 55. $112, 


One Word more : The Biſhops being thus poſſeſſed of the 
ſole Power of Ordination in St. Cyprian's time, and his Practi- 
ſing ſuitably, was exactly agreeable to the Second of the Ca- 
»ons commonly called of the Apoſtles; which is , Let a Presby. 


ter be Ordained by One Biſhop, as likewiſe « Deacon and the reſt 


of the Clergy *, A Canon, without doubt, univerſally recei- « n;:7 27 
ved then, as Beveregias has fully proved; and a Cans high'y ,& 3 (3; 
agreeable wich the then current Principles, which-I have in- *£--4rs 
ed on already, viz. That a Biſhop was, the Principle of x«£3-6 
Unity, and Supreme Becca! Magiſtrate within his Diffrit. ;; 14, 
For what can be more ſuitable to, or rather, more neceſfary :; : >.i70 


by all the Fundamental, Rules of Society, than that it ſhould > yerxet. 
belong to the Supreme Power, wherever it i$ lodged, to pro- 

mote and give Commiſſions tO all Inferiour Officers 7 "Tis one.of 

the Rights of Majeſty, and one as intrinfick and unalienable, or 

al-= wv 
ter 


incommunicable, as any. *Tis true, a good many Yeais 
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»By: 40. Was inſtantly done”. the very next Epi 

= 8p. 44, & 43. {tle*, where we find the fame Numidicas, as a Pre:byt 
Carthage, receiving a Commiſſion ſor a Deparation to overſee 

ſuch. and ſuch Things in St. Cypriaw 


Ls a. Rigbt, a Grant, a Priviledge, boofing thei 
Mere! What a Stranger gry To to all the Analo- 
; av Principles of Presbyterian Governmene! Bur I pro- 


Feurthly, In St. Cypriav's time, the Biſhop had the diÞoſal of 
all the Revenues of the Church, All the Churches Incomer,then, 
| were Oblations, and: Charitable Comwibutions. "The Civil Ma» 

\ iſtrate was Heathen, and treated her commonly with Per- 

ions, never with Encouragements, Now, the Biſhop, 
Lay, had the fill Power of dipofing of theſe Comributions 
Oblarions. 

In the firſt place, he had his own Quantirer Propria, His 

per Portion; and twas, no doubt, a conſiderable One. 

Tis commonly reckoned to have been the 7hird. The other 
To belonged te the Clergy and the Poor ; but fo, as to be 
difpenſed by the Biſhop. _- 
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an account of grins, & qui 
, but had for. phy i 
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his Biſhoprick, An 
Biſhop's Portion was fetled? on him by the 4=th of hy on ni 
Apoſtalic | tet t- 
5 Stipes & Ob- 
lationes & Lucero defider ont, quibue prizs inſatiabiles incubabant, & canis atque —_— 
nune inhi ant, quaram crapuluns noper ſuptrſtite indies Cruditage rul8ubant ; menc manif-ftiſfme 
Comprobamter, nec au'e ſt Redrgjoni, ſex veneri potie, & quaſtui, profuns Cupiditate ſerviſſe- 
Ep. G5. p+ 163» © Fide Bp. 67. p.193- 

And that he had the diÞofai of the reft,. particularly that 
which belonged to: the Clergy , is as plain. For, in his 41ft 
Epiſthe, he makes it an ro of Feliciſſimes's Guilt, that, 
contrary ro the Duty which be owed to hu Biſhop, be ſhould have 
wade ſuob a Clutter, abow the Diviſion of the Contributions. 
And on the other hand he praiſes the Dutifulzefs of others, 
who would not follow Fekciſſimas his bad Example, bur con- 
tinued in the Unity of the Church, and were ſatufied to rake 
their Shares, as the pleaſe to diſpenſe. them 4, And 4 cymqe pf 
it is a moſt remarkable of this his Power, which we hoc onnia; nec 
_ in the ang Caſe - Aurelins nd Celerinns ; Loci eng 

tho he promoted only to-the De Zoos; yer 2 nent 
he Emitued them to the Alhenys of Probe ., PF nn CES 
for that part that belonged to the Poor, his Power itt the Di® 1s; Fratres ab 
ſtriburion of it is fo evident from his Fifth and Forty firſt Epi. hac audacia 
fhs, that I need not infiſt upon it. Indeed; this Power was 7*c4[iſe, & vo- 
expreſly ailerted to them by the Thirty eighth and Forty fir of '* <<qzicſeere 


maluiſſe, ut 
cam Eccleſia matre remancrent, & flipendid ojuu, EPISCOPO DISPENSANTE 
preciperent. Ep. 41. p. Bo. 
© Ceterum Preibyterii hmorem defignaſſe my illis jam ſciatis ut & ſfpartalis iiſdom cum Preſe 
byteris hancrentur,, & diviſimes menfurnas e7uatis quantitatibus partiantur. Ep. 38, p. 18 
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« Ndyny 3/the Apoſolick Canons ©. And we find Biſhops in 4: of k 


E 
, . long before St. Cypriar's time ; as is evident from Juſtin Mar. 
gu #yr's ſecond Apology, not far from the end. 'Not now to 


nt _ mention 'that it ſeems fairly to be founded on expreſs Scrip- 


” "4 oof) ER ys 
-Tlw . ggorndw., tc. C. Ap.138. 8 Fide Clarif. DodwelPo.mpr. Cyp. 1, Selig 


e ſeems to have had a Power of impeſing Charitable 
: on-all: the Chriſtians within his Diftri#, for the 
Relief gf Diſtreſſed Strangers, whether Captives, Priſoners, 
-or copdemn'd to the Mines 'or Galleys, &c. -Of this Power, 
ve famous Inſtances in his 62d-and 7$th Epiſtles. You 
may Conſult them at your Leaſure. : And long before St.Cy- 
priar's time, Soter Biſhop of Rome, as the Venerable Diony- 
fixs Biſhop of Corinth, (cited for it by Euſebine,) tells us, Ma- 
naged this Power to excellent purpoſe, as his Predeceſlors, 
from the Apoſtles times had done before him. Take his own 
Words, for he was a very ancient Father, having flouriſhed 


about an Hundred Years before St. Cypriay. They are in an 


Epiſtle of his to the Church of Rome, in which he thus be- 
ſpeaks them. Thu has been your Cuſtom from the beginning, 
- (4.e. ever ſince the Church of Rome was planted,) ro p} 14ni- 
fold good Offices to the Brethren, and ſend Supplies to moſt Chur. 
ches in moj# Cities, for ſweetning their Poverty, and refreſhing 
thoſe that are Condemned to the Mines, You, Romans, obſerve 
the Cuſtom of the Romans handed down to you by your Fathers ; 
which Cuſtom, your bleſſed Biſhop Soter bas not only obſerved, but 
Þ Euſcb. H.E. improved, &c." What can be more clear than it is from-theſe 
1.4. £.23- Words, That Soer, as Biſhop of Rome, had the chief Ma- 
.  nagement of the Charitable Contributions, impoſing them, and 
.diſpoſing of them for the Relief of the Aﬀfited Chriſtians 
of whatſoever Church ? And now that I have gone higher 
than Set. Cyprias's time, (tho it was not neceſlary tor my-main 
Argument; and to make uſe of it, might ſwell this Letter to 
too great a Bulk;) Ler me mention another Power, which 
Tertullian ( who lived before St. Cyprian alſo ) in plain Terms 
appropriates to the Biſh:p. A conſiderable Power, a Power that 
is a conſiderable Argument of the Epiſcopal Sovereignty. 
And it is, 


Sixt bly, 


the Cyprianic Age. 


Sixthly,, 'The Pawer 'of Indifting Solemn Faſti, 2s oc- 
caſfion required, to all che Chrifttans within his Diſtri&. 
You. have his. Words , plain and home, upon the Mar- 


F 


gin *, 1 Nene autom' 


ſtepi Univerſe Plebi jejunia mandare aſſolent : Nm dico de induſtria fiipium Confercndarun, 
ut wveſtra captura off, ſid interdums ex” aliqua ſolicitudinis Ecclefiaſtice” cauſa. Tete- 


De Jejun: cap. 13. 


* Seventhly, A Biſhop in St: Cyprian's time, (for now T returr 
to 1t;)- as ſh, had the ſole Power of Conwecating his Presby- 
ters and Deacons ; all thoſe of his Clergy and , neg who 
either /at with him, or /fanding gave their Suffrages, as they. 
were a:k'd, about any thing relating to the Church. . 
Learned Men (even Spanbemires himſelf, our Author's diligent 
Searcher into - Antiquity, ) confefles this. Indeed, this was. a: 
Point on which the Uniy of the Church did fo much depend,.. 
that it could-not but be a neceflary Branch of his-Prerogative,.. 
who was the Primciple of Unity to, and was intruſted with, 
the Supreme Government of the Church. And, agreeably,we 
find Cornelizs- accounting about/it in an Epiſtle to Cyprian.: 
For there he tells, how the Presbyters and Confeſſors, who had 
ſided with Novatianw, turning ſenſible of their Error, came 
(not ſtreight-to himſelf, tor it ſeems they had not the confi- 
dence to do that, or rather, they would not have been al- 
lowed that freedom fo ſuddenly; but) to. his Presbyters, ac- 
knowledging their Offences, and humbly fupplicating thas 
they might be Pardoned, and their Eſcapes forgotten: How, 
when all this was narratedio him, He was pleaſed to Comvecate- 
the Preibytery > How Maximus, Urbanus, Stdonizes, and Mace-- 
rins, being allowed to appear, made their Acknowledgments - 
and humble Addrciles; and then, how after they- were reces- 
ved in the "rewy:ery, the whole matrer was Communicated to 
the People; and thcy agaun renewed their Acknowledgments-- 
defore th2 Fcop'e, conteiling as | ſhewed before; wiz Thas 
they were covinced, tha Cornciius was choſen by the Ornmipetent 
Gad, and our Lurd Fe lats Cir ''s 10 ve Bifhop of tbe. moſt Huy Ca- 


tholick Church, nd ths: they were nes ignorant, that, as thert.. 
Was it One « Ove C51 is C6 Sawvicw ,. and One Holy. 
Eboft ; {> ilers ngu6 fo ve wif One Bijbeop im a. Carbolick 

4 Church,.. 
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k m— mn; Chrcb*. Here, I ſay, was a Noble Inſtance I. Biſhop's 


Sritur au ad Paxwer in Convecatmg 

ME perlars on Ae fe Circ We» Che Goren 

bi Pers ce Epiſtle is well worth perafing 

wgees. og penal ape ay pen, ; rn by the wa = Oboe 

1s Geflis te Ye fought no che Pagis Corleer Br the 

AucWerigs he firft received them again into the ks prion; wo 
rf ted the People with it. I chin 

Semi pre this, becauſe it is er Demonſtration, That what St. Cy. 


ene prien determined from the of his was 
wen the ae fun is Artitrary Conde 


Gefta in Obli= ſcenfion, wit. To do without his Conſent : 
wiewem cede. This, I {ay, was fiot a was bond to do by the Rates 
re—— 2w4 of his Epuſcopacy, ripe we had been as much bownd 


eras conſequent, 
. eommis hic ar 


popule furr at GW, ut + tpfes widerent, in Beclefin conflicutor === Mungwes fares 
BEG me Re oft. —— Us wat vox nmium gratius Dev agenrium = Et ut ig 

mon vt” 12964 Alita Oe In Epipes Jonbifine Tele, Oe 

» 93 

Aﬀer mn wo. 6. Genely Recoepiied to the 

they themſelves, by a Letter, gave an Account of 
RI Ing anAccount, I ſay, which might dring more 
Light © the whole Mater, if it needed any. hs art, 
y k that you ozce with ns, when 

you know, that all Miftakes are forgotten , ps pulyacmhuanr's 
:o Cornetias OUR. BISHOP, and tool the Clergy #0 #he 


UCerti ſumur, Gyear Contentment and Good Liking of rhe whole 

Mm O_ wnobifc congundere, habite Cenfilio , utilitaribue Becleffa & 
+4 ue Cum pari were nes habire 70 , 

oc —_ Conſalenter, omnmbus rebbus ſir, & judicie Dei reſeruamtio, care Cornetis 

EPISCOPO NOSTRO paviter & cum Univerſs clers proven fealfſe cum Goaudie ttiam 

Hniverſe Eccleſur, eto iblecranatine Ciritere Ep. 53. p- 98. 
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| : wee by was i 
and Divcem, Bucuns nth ork oy nery= , he 
po. pry att ouſly to diſchar, | e 
their own". Witt not only imporrs, - 4 OA 
fin Offices from his , but alſo, in expres Terms, ſettles a mibi inter ſ: 
Delegation on them. He beſpeaks them after the ſame man- mc» per- 
-ner in” his 12th Epifle*. And more Anthoritatively- yer, *i#7 Loci 
Ep. 14. where he not only Exhorts, but Commands them AG 
pefore the Office of Vicars to bim®, But then, how warmly Religime ve- 
e reſented it, when fome-of them ventured beyond the Li- #rs, ain 
mits of the Allowance he had given them; when they us illic Of we 
to encroach on his Prerogatives; when they pr to partibes 
meddle in Matters for which they had' no ance, and, ,,_ "7.5 
which were not in the common Koafho oi Ann Me 
Canons, you ſhall hear to andby. And fromwhat ,,, ; 
bogs 2 on wn LE ci $ Grades mes 
Meeting in the time of a Vacancy, may | ; mditie pere 
for eichey mi t meer, yore 4 could do, was to provide Woe 
all they could for the Peace and Safety of the Church, by de. * 5 © n= 
termining in Ruled Caſes; juſt as may be done by inferi a} 
Magiſtrates it all other Corporations , or Societies, in the time Sed Officizne 
of an Inmter-Reign ; but they could make no new Rales: And MEUM weftrs 
there were ſeveral other Things they could not do; as I ſhall ###5*is Re- 


-alo ſhew fully within' a little. In the mean time, having $902 


"mentioned how St. Cyprian, in his Abſence, gave a Delegation . 
to his Clergy,” and Conftituted them his Vicar: ; let me. give 1/7 


you one Example of it, which may well deſerve to paſs for Vice mea fin 
poo ap Inſtance of 4#s that were peculiar to himſelf:” And gemini. Ep 14. 
at 5, : P + 3t, 


Eighthly, His Delegating, not his Presbyters in common, 
but-:wo of them only, vi. Rogatianus and Numidicus, with 


two Biſhops, Caldonius and Herculanus, not only to conſider 
«the State -of the Pwr, and of the Glergy at Carthage; but to 


«- Pro» 
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rofiounce his Sentence of Excommunication againſt Felic. 
| on and Augendws, and all that ſhould joyn themſelves to 
that Fattion and Confpiracy*, Which Delegation was accar- 
we; pro me ingly accepted of, and the Sentence put in Execution, as 
Vicarios mi. We learn by the Return, which thele four Delegates, together 
ſrim -— With another Bifhop called Vi#or, made to our Holy Mas- 
jemey +2 =-tyr*. I might have eaſily often more Inſloncts of Powers 
mon 2crP14r and Faculties Which were peculiar to a Biſhop in St. Cyprian's 
Co time, and which could not be afhl by Presbyter: : 


dxit, ur 46. But theſe may be ſufficient for a Sample, eſpecially condi- 


P Cam ego 


ftentum fe « dering that more, perhaps, may be diſcovered in the Pre- 
wa ae : fecution of the next Thing 1 promiſed to make appear, which 
Augendas was, 


ſntenciam ſtrat — Et quiſquis ſe conſpirationi & fationi ejus adjanxerit, ſeiat ſe in Eceleſis 
nebiſcurm nm eſſe Cammunicaturum. - Ep. 41. p. 79. 

q Caldonius cam Herculano &- Victor Collegis (i.e. Epiſcopis) item cum tiano &- 
Numidico Prebyteris, Cypriuno ſalurem. Bftinuini commun/catione Felicitiimum &- 
Avgendum, &'c6 £9.42. 'p. 81. 


II. That in every thing relating to the Government and 
Diſcipline of the Church, the Biſhop had a Negative over all 
the other Church. Governours within his Difrif. He had the 
Supreme Power of the Xeys. No Man could be admitted into 
the Church; 'no Man could be thruſt out of. the Church; 
none Excommunicated could be admitted to Penance,nor Ab- 
ſolved nor Reſtored to the Communion of the.Church ; ap 

. Eccleſiaſtical Law could be made, nor Reſcinded, nor Di- 
ſpenſed with, without him. In ſhort, all Eccledialtical Diſci- 
pline depends upon the Sacraments, and neither Sacrament 
could be Adminiltrated without his Alowance. If this Point, 
well proved, does not evince, "That a Biſhop, in St. Cypriaz's 
time, was a real Prelate, and ftood in a rea! Superiority above 
all other Church Officers, I muſt deſpair of ever proving any 
thing. And I muſt deſpair of ever proving any thing, if 1 
prove not this Point. 


1, To begin wich Baptiſm , the Sacrament by which Per- 
ſons are admitted into the Church: That no Man could be 
Baptized without the Biſhop's Conſent, has as much Evi- 
dence as can be well required for any Aatter of Fat, 

ory 


. Fir 3; 
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the Cypriante Airs: _ 
Firft, St. Cyprian could not have expreſſed any thing more 
fully, or more plainly, than he has done this. To one that 
Teitimony which he gives in his Exbortation to Mariyrdom 
where he ſays, Biſhops, by our Lord's Allowance, give the firſt 
Baptiſm to Believers *, Let us turn over to Ep. 73. in which = ww renrure 
he infiſts direAly to this p , Ton Was, Whe. qui Demine 
ther Baptiſm performed by Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, was porvntente pri> 
Valid ? St. Cyprian affirmed it was not. His Concluſion was — _ 
fuch, as required fome other ne to ſupport it,” than ,1,. Þ. 168. 
his own Authority. Ie was re needful, that he ſhould 
attempt to prove it; and that from received and acknow- 
ledged Principles. Now conſider his Argument, I ſhall give 
it in his pager fn: _— m_ a them. Ti 
manifeſt, lays he, e, whom, the Remiſſion off Sins can 
rape kc which = given in Baptiſm. For, our pur own firſt, 
to Perer (on whom he built bu Church, thereby inſtuuting and de- 
monſtrating the Original of Unity, that Power, That whatſo« 
ever be- looſe on Earth, ſhould be looſed is Heaven : And 
then, after by Reſurre&ion, be gave it to ail bis Apoſtles, when be 
ſaid, As my Father hath fent me, &c. (Joh. 20. v. ar, 22,23.) 
Whence we learn, that none can Baptize Autheritatively, and give 
Remiſfon of Sins, but the BISHOPS, and thoſe who are 
FOUNDED in the Evangelical Law, and owr Lord" Inſt. 
tution: And, that nothing can be Bownd or Looſed out of the 
Church, ſeeing there's none, there, who has the Power of Binding 
or Laofing. Further, Deareſt Brother, we want not Divine War. 
rawt for it, when we ſay, That God bath difboſed all —y Pl 
certain Law, and a proper _—_ ; _ - nome can RP 
; =# tbe BISHOPS, ing [upje# to them : 
4 ons xy and Abiram, /os to theme. 
ww || - ſelves 8 Priviledge of Sacrificing againf® Moles and Aaron the 
1 Prieft, and they were Puniſhed S it , becauſe it was unlavful*.« ut 1. 
Thus St. Cyprian argued; and the force of his Argument lies :f, aut wi & 
viſibly in this, That Bapti/m performed by Hereticks or Schiſmg- per quor Remuſ- 
ticks cannot be Valid, becauſe not performed by the Biſhop, nor - preentorims 
be with his Allowance, Now whatever comes of his Iaference, Las np 
Vi- face, it had been Ridiculous in him to have fo Reeſoneg, if his ſeilices date ; 
&, Antecedewt had not been a recerved Principle. ram Petro pri- 


mum Domints , + 

Sper quem ad; ficavuit Eciliſiam, & wnde waitatis Originam inflituis & oflendit , potelatema 
ff 2 ifhars drdit ut id folycritur tn Calis quid ille ſolviſſgt in Terrir, Et poſt Reſurriflionem 7499 w8 
"oi ad 
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62 The Principles of. 
ad Apoſtolos loquitur, dicens, Sicut miſit me Pater, &c. Unde inteligimus now nifi 
in Eccleſia prepoſitis, & in Evangelica lege ac Dominica Ordinatione fundatir, licere Bayti.. 
zare, & Remiſſum peccatorum dare : Foris autem nec ligari aliquid poſſe nec ſobvi, ubi no i} 
qui aut ligari poſſit, aut ſolvere. Nec hoc F.C. fine Scripture divike AuHoritate propeimas, 
xt dicamus certs lege cunts off: diſpoſita nec peſſe quenquam contrs Epiſcopes & Sacerdetes Uſur. 
pare fibi aliquid, quod ne fit ſui juris & poieftati:; nam & Chore, & Dathan & Abyron, 
contra Moyſen & Aaron Sacerdetem ſacrificandi ſibi Licentiam Uſurpare canati ſunt : Nec ta- 
wn qd illicite aufs. ſunt, impune fecerunt. Ep. 73. p. 201. 


Neither was. St. Cypriex ſingular in. this, for Firmilian Bilhop 
of Cſarea in Cappadocia is as plain, faying, ( as I have cited 
him before) That :he Biſhops, who Govern che Church, poſſeſs the 
Power of Baptiſm, Confirmation, and Ordination. Fortuna+ 
:5 Biſhop of Thurabors, another of St. Cyprian's Contempo. 
raries, in his Suffrage at the Council of Carthage, is as plain as 
either Cyprian or Firmilian. Feſw Chriſt, ſays he, our Lord 
and God, "2 jo of God the ur Ga_ built bis Church 
wpon 4 Roc not Hereſe, ave the Power i 

ing to Biſhops, Dt fo wich, &c.* Indeed] bet 
St. Cyprian's time, we have Tertullian, who ſpent moſt of his 
Days in the Second Century, .and who, in his Book about Bap. 
#iſm, againſt Quimilla, to the Queſtion, #bo Baptize # 
anſwers poſitively, The High-Prieſt, who « the Biſhop, hath the 
Power of Baptizing z «nd after him, or in. Subordination to 
him, Prezbyters aud Deacons, but not without the BIS HO P”; 
r3:ſu Chris AUTHORITY*. And before him, we have © Ago: 
Deminus nfter ſtolical Ignatins, who ſpent almoſt all his Days in the Fir, 
& Deus, Dei Century, and who fays in expreſs Terms, That it « not 
uony - Grta- to Baptizie without the Biſhoy *. 
er Petram fcavit Ecchfiam ; non Herein ; & Poteſtatem Baptizandi Epi» 
ſep dedit, pu anole : | condognrycden Lion Tar > Fig Chin ftantes, _ 
8jus & Gregem pargunt, Ba tizari non poſſuxs . .Carth. Suff.17.. 
ar Sis _- jus En Sacerder qui eff Epiſcopus ; debine Prerhytert & Diaconi, 
nou tamen ſine Epiſcopi Auftoritate. Cap. 17. 
” Our Yeo ir zagis . Emoxirre umn fam[ifnr, br. Ad Smyra. p. 6: 


2. A Biſhop, in.St, Cypria»'s time, had as much Power about 
the. Holy Euchariſt : No Presbyter within his Diſtri& could Ad- 
miniſter it without his Le<ve, or againſt his Iterditt. St. Cy- 
priar's Teſtimonies tv this purpoſe are innumerable, Let 
me give you only: One or Two, for Inftance; Thus in ;y 
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| the Cyprianic Age. 53: 
16th Epiftle written to his Presbyters and Deacons, he. re. 
ſents it highly, that ſome of his Presbyters ſhould have dared 
to-admit the Lapfed to the Sacrament without his Allowance. 


tres — Stre 


Martyres— 
preſume to ſay, Think not on the Wrath of God : Fear. not the Di. "1407 mat 


wine ndgnent . Knock net at the. Church of Chrift :- That © nt 

' cut off. Repent ance,.. and the Confeſſion of Sins 3: and pram Conan. 
PRESBYTERS. CONTEMNING and TRAMPLING menicent com 
ON THEIR. BISHOPS, ſhould preach. Peace with Decei. lapſ, & of 
wing Words, and give the Communion, &c. * _— _=_ _ 
dant.. Ep. 16. p.38. * Honey ergo datur Dev , fic Dei Majeflat & Cenſurs cone 
teomn/tur ut cum. ſe ille indigrari & iraſci Sacrificantibus dicat, & cum panas aternas & ſup-- 
Micia perpetua comminetar : Proponatur a Sacrilegis & dicatur ; ne irs cogitetur Dei ; ne ti= 
meatur judicium Domini ; ne foyer ad Eccleſiam Chriſti : Sed ſublata denitentis, nec ulla ex 
homologeſs Criminis fafia, DeipeQtis Epiſcopis atque Calcatis, Pax @ Presbyteris werbis - 
fallacibus predicersr & Communicatio a non Communicantibus efferatur.. Ep. 59. p. 135. 


And, *tis a Paſſage very remarkable to this purpoſe, which 
we read in an Epilt . Dionyſins of. Alexanbris to Fabius of 
Antioch, ( both St. Cyprian's Contemporaries) in which he 
tells, how one. Serapion, an aged Man, after along Perſeve- 
rance in the Chriſtian Faith, firlt fallen from it in time of 
Perſecution, and then into a deadly Sickneſs: How, after 
he had been dumb and ſenſeleſs for ſome Days, recovering 
ſome uſe of his Tongue, he called -quickly for one of the 
Presbyters of Alexandria, (for he lived in that City ) that he 
—_ be Abſolved, and. have the Sacrament, being perſwa- 
ded he ſhould not die till he ſhould be Reconciled to the 
Church: And how the Presbytgr being ſick. alſo, ſent the Sa- 
crament to him; But by what Right or Authority ? By Dio- 
miſius the Biſhop. For , ſays he, 1 bad CO M MA N D- 
that any Lapſe, if in danger of Death, eſpecially if be was an 
bumble Supplicant for it, ſhauld be Abſcloed, that he might go out 
of 
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ths World fall of Hopes, &Cc. He being Biſboy of that 

mY ity, had giver SO ONMAND for k , otherwiſe it 
Furs 73s could not have been done. And all this was nothi more 
dE menerloul - than Jynatini had told the World long before, wiz. that 
—. only ro be deemed a firm and valid Encharift, which # Celebra. 


Aarne, % red by the Biſhop, or by bis Autbority*. 


wikien, & x welmey inardoarns wary, dplt bm 77" oirmig dmendr]erm. 
Eujeb. H. E. lib: 6. cap. 14. 

* 'Excivn BCale cuyacrcin wy dv, # ab + 'Exfoxonr Fon, j y duTis 6Þr- 
dane anon tl ab 


Let me only add one Teſtimony more from St. Cyprian 
both Sacraments; bur fuch an one as ought not 

' to be negleted. Ir is in his 69th Epiſtle written to 
The great he purſues in it, is to repreſent the | [only 
cious Gnilt 'of Schi/-, and the forlotn Condition of Schi/* 
nenticks; that they carmot have Vahd Sacraments, and that afl 
their A#s are Nullities, &c. Amongſt _ Arguments to 
this effec, nt ay or than, owe 
Abiram, were of that ſame 
, and ſerved the ſame God 
ut becauſe they Es tbe gs A their own Stations, = 


'd s Power bemſelves, in oppeſtion to 
Aaron the Prieft, w ma He in m_— on the das” © 
'bood by God; Fouchſafemen = 


| T% din a _ mo - joe, cnt hs Sur 
( Ces or Profitable, ered Unl.; md Irreligioaff 
an the Drone Ord — FAnd yet os fart bod me 
wo a f/m: had not departed from the reamenage « nor rats 
, Oc. which now the Schiſmaticks do, (mean- 
ing the > Novation ) who dividing the Church , and rehell 
"ſve pwn are bold to Conſtirute an fe 
FEES Chair to themſehves a Primacy, an Epi 
rye Beogot TT OF BAPTIZING pal 
OFFERING, that is, Celebrating the Holy Euchariſt. 
What can be more plain than *ris here, That no Sacraments 
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Of theſe Matters, as the Chief Governour 


- . 


Minifteriem tranſgref# corn Aaron Socerdecers, qu) Saverdetion 


atque Oradinatione pore , Secriflcandi fibi Lionuianm vimuicerunt, Divinit us percufſi— 
Nec potwerass rat a offe & profcrr nficis, irreligieſe & illicite contre jus Divine difpeſi- 
tievis dblate, —— Et tamen ill; Sc _.-_ ; ee gr off—— nune hi 


Eccleflam ſcindentes, & contra pacem © wnitatem 
tnere, Or promatum aſſumere, & Baptizandi a;que 
Ep. 69. p. 84, 


3- Conſidering that, as I have fully proved, a Biſhep 
then, the a7 6 Unity to the Church ; that he was 
Governour Aer 'f and that, by conſequence, 
Supreme Power of the Ky: conld net wgs x anno 
Conſidering that the Charch was a Fifible Seviety ; he w 
the Viſible Head of that Vijible Society ; and, by conſequence, 
-dehoern mandy on an 4 oi 

no 'Derriment : Cenſidering theſe Things, it was 
ighly reaſonable, that he ſhould have the Chief Power of 
bake. 


g the Sacraments: Such a Power, as that neither mi 

ed without him. What can be more Datrawent al 
a Soczety, e ly ſuch a Scciety as 2 Chriſtian Church 
admitting Unwort Perſons = wr Privi 
lowing them to contamnue in it? reftoring them 
berſhip Son 


And now, 
Having thus made it evident, that a Biſhop, in St. Cyprien's . 
_ a te _—_— art, re ice we within 
his Difſtri&, in the grand Concern of Diſpenſing Sacra- 
n—_ =D 
or ap is rity, * t fairly [ 
of making either a Minute or-a laborious Demonſtration of - 
his Sovereign Intereſt in the A#s of Excommunication, or 
injoyning. ces, or regonciling Penitents, or making, or 
reſcinding, or diſpenſing with Eccleſiaſtical Laws or Canons; 
in a word, in-every-thing relating to the Government or 
Diſcipline of the Church. All theſe Atts .depend upon the 
Sacraments, His Negative therefore, about the Difpen/arion of 
the S.1craments, had in vain, and to no purpote, if he 
had nor had a Negative ttkewiſe about all theſe 4#:. Beſides, 
you 


« Pide Ep. 43» 


'& wit. Cypr. 
. poles cit, 


The Principles of 
you will not readily ſay, I think, that he could have had a 
Greater Ti app 3 Negative, in any other Matter than 
in the ing of the Sacraments. Having that, therefore, 
he might well be inrufed with a Negative in all other Things, 
either of equal (if any ſuch canbe imagined) or {fl lnpee- 
tance on which, the Order, the Subſi the Unity, the 
Peace, the Purity, the Proſperity, or whatſoever Intereſt of 
the Church could any way Yet that Imay give you 
all ittle further, and 


give you, by way of Hiſtorical DeduRion, ſuch an account 


.of Powers e. g. in St. Cyprian's Perſon, as you 
my judge thereby, concerning the Preheminences of Biſhops 
in his Time. 


. The moſt current Account we have about him, is, that 
he was not Converted to Chriſtianity, at leaſt, not Baptized, 
till the Year 245, That he was Ordain'd a Presbyter, Anne 
247; and Bi of Carthage, Anno 248. Chronologiſts do 
generally agree in this laſt of his Preferment. Now, as 
we learn both from himſelf, and from Pontizs his Deacon, 
ſome of the Conti Clergy were mighty Enemies to his 
Promotion *.  Belike, they took it ill, that he, fo lately con- 
verted to the Faith, ſo lately made a Presbyter, 1 have 
been preferred to themſelves. However it was, certain it is, 


as I ſaid, that they oppocrad againſt him with all het moe 


and main. But the People were ſo Generally and fo Zea- 
louſly for him, to have him their. Biſhop, that theſe his Ene- 


mies were ov ered. Made Biſhop he was; and he was 
a Perſon fo well Qualified, ſo Eminent in every Virtue, and 


withal fo Strit and Cautious in his Life and Government, 
after he was-made Biſhop, that it was not eaſie for the Muti- 
200 0 wreck yen Wo: py or hp _— 

ſtening them, ringing to a better temper, that, 
.on the contrary, it imbittered them the more, Nd made 
them the more watchful of all Opportunities to breed him 
Troubles, and-diſturb his Government, Ac laſt, they catch'd 
.hold of one, and that a very dangerous one, in the time of 


.the Decian Perſecution. 
This Perſecution beginning towards the end of the Year 
on the Church, 


iolence, had very 
fad 


249, and laſting for a full Year ; comi 
aker a long Peace, with a furprizing 
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ever lived; yet, fo ſoon as this was'told him, where he was, 
in his Retirement, he was not a little alarm”d:: The PraQtice 
was furprizing, and the Preſumption new, as well as bol2: 
The like had never been done before inany Chriſtian Chutch : 
And ſuch prepoſterous Methods clearly rended to ſhake all the 
Foundations of Order and good Dilcipline: And therefore 
he | thought it high time for him, if he could, rey 4" do; 
Check to fach irregutar and unexampled Methods. In ſhoi 
he drew his Pen, and wrote Three notable Epiſtles ; one fi 
the Martyrs and Confeſſors; Another to his Clergy ; and atbi 

to his People : Infſiſting, in each, of them, upon the' Nov 

and Unwarrantablenefs of the Courſe was taken ; the Diſho- 
nours'and Indignities were done Himſelf by it;' and the great 
Miſchiefs and faral Conſequences raight, nay - would , un- 
- avoidably follow upon it, if it were not forborn. More 
particularly, 

- In that to the Martyrs and Confeſſirs, he told them, That 
bu Epiſcopal Care, and: the Fear of God, compelled bim to Admo. 
niſh them, That, as they had devoutly and conragiouſly Kept the ' 
Faith, ſo they onght, ſuitably, to be obſervant of Chrift*r Holy 
Laws and Diſcipline : That, as it became all Chriff®s Soldiers to 


obey their Generals C 
wanne?, to be E 
byters and Deacons, 


and: ; /o it was their Duty, in a ſpecial 
ro others : That be bad thesthe Fr: 
were with them, might have taught them 
ſo 


_ Wu COR A —_— —— P——__ rs «aD@ _ _ " __ "2 =" 


fecal by 
the Honor of their Biſhop, had induſ ihe He 
a 7 \ vs =] ; A ORTTrY OP. Predbyters, that 


minal than the Lapſers themſelves : That it war ſomewhat Excu- 
ſable.in_the to be earneſt for an Abſolution ; conſidering the 
regble State they were in, ſo long as they were denied the 
Communion wy gc But wr yr" dr 1A Crag 

: nothing raſoty, js, m ſtead of Paſtors, t 
oof the Beck. bee, Nadthen be told chefs 
how far their Priviledges reached : 


v frequently and » CR 
that they wene beyond their Line if they ventured any fur-Loci mfri, 
ther <. TN | | " Fimer Domint 


bit, fore 
ti ſfimi & Reatiffmi Martyres, admmere wor literir reflirir, ut # quibur tam DN & ; "ore 
ſervatur fides Domine, ab iiſdem Lex quoque & Diſciplina Demini rcſerveray. Nam cum emne! 
milires Chriſti cuſtodire oporteat precepta-imperateris-ſui, rxm 05 magiz preceptis ejus obtenip:- 
rave plus convent," qui exemplum caterir fatti effis & wirrutis & timuris Det. Et credideram 
quidem Presbyreros & Diacenes qui illic praentes ſunt, moners va; He in pleni ime circa 
Evangelii legem, fieut in preteriium ſ.mper ſub Anteceſloribus neſtris foffum oft — Sed 
wunc cum maxim aw1mi dolore cognoſco, nem tantum illic 1051 nm ſuggeri Diving Precepta, ſed 
adbuc petius impediri, ut ea— 4 quibuſaam Presbyteris ». ſolvan:ur , qui nec timerem Dei, 
nec Epiſcopi honorem cogitantes ——= Contra Evangelii lege —— ante affam paniten- 
tiam, ante exomologeſen graviſſeni atque extromi delifti faftam, ante manum ab Epiſuaps Cr 
clere in penitontiam 1mpoſitam, offerre pro iis, & Euchariſtiam dare; i. e. ſanttum Demi 
Corpus profanare audeant. —= E: Lapſis quidem poteſt in hoe venia- concedi + Quis enim nn 
mortuus vitificari properer ? Quis now ad ſalutem ſuam venir ſeftiner ? Sed prepoſitorum eft-pre< 
ceptum tenere, Cf wel properantes, wel ignorantes inftrucre, ne qui evinm Paſtares efſe d:ber2, 
Lanii fant. — Petitiones &f deſideria weſira Epiſcops ſervent, &re. Ep. 15. p. 33,34 

© Fide De Lapis, p., 129,131,138, Ep.16- p. 37- £p-17. p. 39. . Ep.36. p. 70. 


In hat to his Presbyters and Deacons, he wrote in a yet 
more reſenting Strain, He to!'d them, He had Jong kept his 
Patience, and held bis Peace ; but their immoderate Preſumption 
and Temerity would ſuffer bim no longer ta be ſilent, For what a 
dreadful Profpett, ſays he, muſt we bave of the Divine Ven. 

I 2 geance, 


4 Diu patien- ture tw Fo tr Ui Korea 


vary ger 


_——— inm neſtrum 61> fe om. be een poepdem tent Wh 
rapts —_— raya ne ſus, & Party Martyrum, O& Cmifefſerum puderem, & Plihuc 
univerſe tranquilitatem turbare canc<er, tacere lire ngn- . ——& 
lum metuere debemus de offenſs Domini ; quando align, - is, tee | 
Loci ſui memores ; ſed n-que futurum ar nrccſrt 
, II cs anreceſloribus 
pew, repoſe! en i ago" fed diffs andi Lacus non oft, quande 
; 1 AWC 
ey ds weftra, a quibuſdam weſtrim ; qui dam fine ration reftis Leon plot 
capiant, wag: Lapiis obſunt —— Expenunt deinde invidie Beate! any af. ioſos 
_ Dei cum Dei Sacerdeve committunt. —— Ieerim Temerari: & Incauti & Trxonid: quideam 
enter 90s, qui beminem new copitent, vel Deum timeant ;, ſcientes queniam i ultra it iiſaem 


admenitione, me wt Denvinus ut interim prohibeantuc 
van &apad nos & pad C Confefores ipſer, & jo_ Plebem univerſam, cauſorm 
fuam, cum, Dem'we peymirrente, in fine mairis Eccleſia Colligi caperimus. Ep. ”__ p. 36, 
37, 38, /mo 1:ge 1am Epift 


In'that'to his People, he 


ceded on the fame Princi- 
ples; condemned theſe Presbyters, who had acted fo diſor- 
derly, nor reſerving to the the Honour of bis Chair and 
\Prieftbood : Told them , That theſe Prezbyters ought ro bave 
taught the P otherwiſe; Laid to their Charge the Aﬀecta. 
. tion of Popplarity ; and required fuch of the People as had 


not fallen, to take Pains upon the Lapſed; to try to was 
them 


mm a 9 % hos eo > 


ws o=@Þn. 
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| Confilio ac Moller atione veftra, & ſerunden divina preceyte 


' then let him judg 


the Cyprianic Age: 
-thetn (to a better | 
his Counſet, and 


Fg. 17. 2-39- 


Here were three Epiſtles written, I think, Lon Prela- 
le of Single Presbyter, nor 
hex wrkn to them feveral-ti 


-his R but had d no - 
Reſenting it, alſerts his own. Authority ; his own 
Sover Power oc Are Fhogpe in Begg 16 us he. 


ins; 1 wonder, dea- Brethren, that you 
ns as dhe rape ZanevsT av ws - 
that now, in my Retirement, you ought to 5 
thay ee pb T wh ls d deliberately, give - 
s concerning the Afﬀairs of the Church f. Let any: | A 
theſe four Letters rogether, and weigh them i ! be, 
e uf St. Cypriqn wrote in the Srile-of. Pars 
res Al the Chriſtians, =. bneoy; by pop bay living **Fequenre 
over all iſtians, Wters as as iving , 
e, 'tath veal wilitaes I nf k . 1” , 
[oye open ng bmkamnntirons vo» oe nn 


But did not Cyprian ſhew too much Zeal in thu Cauſe? Poſ- 
fibly, be attempted ro ftretch bu Fower a little too far ; as afier. 
werds many did : He was a Holy and Meck Man, but ſuch may 
be s little roo High. So I read, indeed, inv a late Book 5. © Retinol Des 
But it ſeems, the hor has found himſelf very fore pur to ir fiw*'of New 
when he ſaid fo: For howcan one not be fore pur to irgwhen ©YmYs 
he cannor eſcape but by keking for Refuge in a Reconcilia- *” 
tion between Pride and Patience, Superciliouſnes and Se'f. 
denial, Huffyneſs and Humilicy, Carnal Height and Chri- 
ſtian Holineſs? But to let this pa Had: 


Snquans - 


2 The Principles of 


Had that Author any folid Ground for ſaying ſo ? -Ov.ra. 
ther, had ic been Ble for him-to have Lid fo had hEhad 
but an homing re with St, Cyprian, or his Epiſtles? 


Ds © ian |. C , who was {6 
does from tha the Coltience Fs en Noting, 


1 is xs ſtill been looked upon as a Patern of Humulicy 
Xs Cyprian, whoſe Humility would:not allow him almoſt to ſpeak 
\b Ad bas lo- in the Stile of Aughoriey, even to Female Laicks ©! Cyprian, 


py fo who yg rw aded, that iy who bir Lv np but the 
| Hums6 uiet * w eV none-could 
> nnd be a Cifaw® arid na be Proud bry * ! Who 
: teftate: 'Non infilted' on his cone wity in that ve; yE le, for-which 
ag extremi . hat Anthor ha Pride \! W in any thing, 


& minimi & Gloried moſt in his Farhs and Baſtful DT ! Who, when 
fro Hare accuſed of Pride, could Ap only to all Chriſtians, but 
eomſeii, aliquid Even to the. Heathen : Infide ar ny 0 all Chl bx 
adCenſuram ti. Eprian, -who had: eG Great Teſti from ſome - of his 
. centie won mporaries, That 5e eh the Greateſt Preacher, the Aeſt 
De - Eloquent Orator, the Wiſeſt ounſel, — S; mpleſt in Patience, 
'the Mo Dee in A 5 the ft in prevacch rhe Him 
Lt nn; Set -in Obligi ond ths Mop Invert tn every Good 
| was bumiles &  Action®'! Ara joy others; Thar hehad « Caniid nd a Bleſſed 
quiere; —— Bregft 1 &c.* In a word, Cyprian, whoſe Humility was 
Conpexerit, * that, if we may believe his Deacon Pontins, He fled and lurk d 
| Fuves ab ininti- mrs word gong ve make bins a Biſhop*! Such, that when 


rhe rote. , many fre efſed with his Autho- 
; years after, was pr wi 
w_ EIY we rey " came off wich this, The Authority. of Cyprian doth 


- k Ec quiſquam per ipſum (Chriſtum) nunc, atque in ie wvivens extollere any & ſuperbire ? 
*Ep- 13. p-30- 

- L 7idde-Superins Citata, ex Ep. 16. 

m Nec nos puter, F. C. weftrs & humana conſcribere, at ultronea voluntate hee nobis auda- 
fer aſſumere, cum Mcdivcritatem neftram ſ:mper humili & verecunds muderatione teueamu. 
Ep. 63. p- 148. 

n Humilitatem mean & Fratres onmer, & Gentiles quoque optime nerunt © diligunt. 
"Ep. 66. p. 166. 
©. Et enim omnibus in TraBars major, in Sermone facundior, in Cenſilis ſapientier, in pati- 
- eniti a ſemplicior, in Operibus largior, in Abſtinentia ſanfior, in Obſequis humilier, &-. in attu 
bans inmecentior. Ep. 77. þ. 234+ 

P —"Petim ind tuurs Candidum ac Bratum — Ep. 78. p. 235. 
adore —— Ep. 79. p- 236. 

4 Portis in vi.4 Cyp. f. 3 


wn. De Anim; Þ 16 (Cane 


"nor 


FAOID the Cyprianic Ages. 634% 

not Fight me, becauſe the Humility of Cyprian encour '!, 

Sock a Peribn-was Cypries; And-yet io-Fred was ho, Env 

ſooth, for doing his Dury for allen his Epiſcopal Autho- Cypriani,quis - 

rity, when moſt undutifully trampled on by this prefuming 7 bumili. 

Presbyters: tas Cypriani. 
What 1 have faid, methinks, might be enough in all con. nit: 
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ſcience, for defeating for ever that Uncharitable, ſhall 1 ſay, * | 


or Ignorant Suggeſtion , That it was Pride, perhaps, that - 
prompted Cyprian to write ſo Magiſterially to the Carthagi. - 
nian Presbyters; yet, becauſe a farther Diſcuſſion of it may 
contribute not a little for clearing up the Biſhop's Negtive, 
in St. Cypria»'s time, I ſhall not © grudge to give it you. 

St. Cyprian had three forts of People to deal with in that 
Controverſie, which bred him ſo much Trouble. - He had 
the Lapſed themſelves; the Martyrs and Confeſſors ; and- theſe 
Presbyters and Deacons, who had 'encroached ſo much on his- - 
Epi Authority. TH 

F am apt to think, the Author himſelf, with whom I have 
now to do, will not be ſhy to grant, That St. Cyprian, with- 
out incurring the —_— of either Proud or Preſumptuons , * 
might have chided the Lapſed, as we find he did: They had ' 
Cowardly renounced their Chriſtianity, to ſave their Lives 
and Fortunes 3 and the Canons ſubjeted them to a ſtrit and 
a long Penance for ic: And' I think, without the imputation - 
cf either Height or Humour, one in St, Cyprian's Station might - 
have put them -in- mind of the Reſpeft they owed to the - 
Canons of the Church, and the Governours of-ir. Indeed, 
all the Lapſed were not engaged in the diſorderly Courſe. - 
There were ſome of them who were ſenſible of their Duty, - 
and ſubjeted themſelves to their Biſhop, reſolving to wait his - 
time, and intirely to upon him for their Abſolution, - 
as we learn from his 33d Epiſtle. 

His Difficulty was greater with .the Martyrs, and Confeffars, -- 
who appeared as Patrons to the Prejudicating Lapſed ;--but -* 
neither need I inſiſt on that, nor how he them 
in: point of Right and Argument : For, this : told - 
Dr. Scilling fleet, He was wholly out of the way in medling with 
that Matter, ſeeing none ever imagined that every Martyr bad 
Church Power. hd I muſt; tell you, Sir, That whoſo reads 


S, Cyprian's Works, and particularly obſerves the State ag 
2. 


Author, 


Let ws , if St. Cyprian! frerch'd bu Power too far in. bis | 
Treazment of. the Precbyters, who wy a 


in this Controverfie, Conſider the 
"then judge. 


« Cho Sree in Church Maners, 60 fraves or focke 


prolong or the Cour- 
ions were Encroachments 
ys nont—by Jonry . 
their to any Power, 

, ry way That ſuch Practi 


and all the Laws of Order, Peace and Unity : 


« And they deſerved the ſharpeſt Cenfures for them. 
Theſe, I ſay, are a ove urs grawr jo 8 omen 
ſiſted on "againſt thoſe Pre:byters; moſt of them were 
founded on Marrer of Fed : now, ſuppoſe SOpininy 
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Even thoſe very Presbyters 
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idle the Heats of the Lapfed, 
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66 The Principles of 
tinue in their Penances; till. his Return from his Retirement; 
but that they were ilagadeinils GnRUR, eng urged a 
ma yþ lution ſo-eagerly and irreſiltibly, that they were 
| , in a maniier, to comply with their! Humours: Bac 
now ſeeing they found, that he,” thieir;Biſhop, was ſo much 
diſpleaſed with what, they had done; they 'a:hked a FORM 
t Logi literas Pom bims 4. © his Wall and Pleeſure_ ir the Matter *. And 
weſtrar, F. C. NOW, let- any - Man conſider, whether St. Cyprian or theſe 
quibus ſeripf. * Prezhyters had been in. the Wrong before? Whether He or 
fs ſalubre Cen- They had ated beyond their Lines? Bur I have more-to tell 
—_ fa. IV: For, | & Yet | 
tribus noftris, ut temeraria feſtinatione depi oſam paticntiam Des prebramt, 'ut com 
in __ ejias ca art} ca CI jr my ponaratay, 3 Bicam Difei. 
plinam traftare poſſonus. —— Nuoniam tamcn fign:ficaſtis quoſdam immeder atos ſſ: & Com- 
municationem accipiendam feftinanter wrgere ; Bt deſideraſiis in kac ro FORMAM a me 
wobis dari, Oc. Ep. 19. p. 41+ 
4- Theſe Presbyters,, who had thus tranſgreſſed che Bounds 
of their Station, were ranulyt Condemn'd for it, by their 
Brethren P s, all the World over : At.lealt, we have 


a moſt remar Inſtance in the Pregbyters of Rome. Take 


x thus. 

Sr. Cyprian being-a Wike and Watchful, as well as an Holy 
and Humble Prelate;* one, who had till before his Eyes th2 
Conſervation | of -the Order, the Peace, and the Unicy of 
the Church Catholick; and perceiving chat the Controverſie 
concerning the Reſtitution of the Lapſed, might be of bad 
Influence on thoſe great Intereſts, if not prudently deter- 
wined ; thought fix to acquaint his Brethren of the Epiſcops! 
Coledge with 1t, and ask their Sentiments about it : And be 
cauſe there was no Biſhop then at Reme, he wrote to the Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, the Rowan Presbytery. The Epiſtle is 
the 2oth in Number. In which he deduced the whole Mar. 
ter to them, and told them particularly, how he had Exerted 
his Epiſcopal Authority, in its /igowr, againſt -fuch of his 
Presbyters as, without his. Leave, boldly and preſump- 

* 2-m Prechy= tuoully Abſolved the Lapſed, and given them the Sacrament *. 

wee De Now conſider theiz Retura to him: You, have it in the 

n neu x : 

Sacerdotii - x zoth Epifle, 

gor, wt quidam Di ſciphna mint m mores, & temeraria feftinatione precipites qui tam lapſir 

cmmuncare jam ceperant compremereutur. Ep. 20: p. 43, ML 
cy 


* 


—,% *% »- 


the Cyprianic Age. 67 
They begin with the Acknowledgment of his Supream and 
Pome Power - within his _ F5-r we I ob- 
erv "; They impate it to hi Cantion, » Page 
(not to his Pride and Petulmey,,) that he had been pleaſed to 
communicate his Meaſures to them : They approve the Courſe 
he had taken with the Ezyſed : They compare him to the 
Maſter of a Ship, ſitting at the Helm, who, if he feers nor 
right, and keeps not a Paddy Courſe, eſpecially in a Storm, en- 
dangers the Ship, and runs her upon Rocks or Shelves : And 
I think, the Meafter of a Ship doth not a# in Parity with the 
reſt of the Mariners, And further, They compare thoſe 
who, at that time, endeavoured to interrupt the Courſe of 
his Diſcipline, Presbyters as well as others, to the Tumbling 
Wives, (triving to ſhake the Maſter from the Helm, and ex- 
poſe all to the Hazards of Shipwrack. In plain Terms, 
condemn the Courſe of Reconciling the Lepſed, fo Unduri- 
fully and Rebellioaſly. As for themſelves , they tell him, 
(and pray take notice of it,) That, waming « Biſhop, they 
could define nothing in the Matter : tell him, ſay, That 
the Death of Fabianus of moſt Noble Mcxzory, through the 
Difficulties of the Times, and the Encumbrances of their Affairs, 
they had not got a Biſhop Conftituted; who only could define in 
theſe Matters , and determine in the Caſe of the Layſed with 
AUTHORITY and Counſel"*, But withal, they cell him, »+ Neenquate 
That, for their parts, they were extreamly well pleaſ:d with netic aiferen. 
the Courſe he had taken ; namely, That he had reſolved to 4. hwj res 
do nothing raſhly, to take no ſudden Reſolutions in a Mat- _—_— wa. 
ter of ſuch uence ; but to wait till God ſhould grant, ENE 
him "opportunity of Treating about it with others, and deter- ſum nobilifſime 
mining with common Advice in ſuch a tickliſh Caſe *: Where memerie viri 
obſerve by the way, That they do not found the Wiſdom of Fabiani, nm» 
this his Reſolution on any thing like the Incomperency of his © of Friſe 
, , 0s þ pres propter re- 
rum & temperum difficultates couſtitutus, qui onnia iſts mederetur , & eorum qui Lapfi ſwort 
poſſir cum AUCTORITATE & Conſilio habere Rationem. Ep. 30. p. 59. 

* Quanquem nebis in tam ingenti negotio placeat quod O& tu ipſe rraftaſti , prive Eccleſia pas 
em ſuſtinendam, deinde, fie collatione Confiliorum cum Epiſcopis, Preibyterss, Diacons, eſſe 
ribus pariter ac flantibus laicis fats, Lapſerum traftars rationem. Perquans enim nobis 
invidioſum & Oneroſum videtur, non per multes Examinare, quod per multes Comm:ſſum vid:a- 
tur fuiſſe ; & wnuom ſeatentiam dicere cum tam grande Crimen per multor diffuſum notetuy 


ya ; - 71 OE firmunn _—_— peteſt eſe quad non plurimorum A ren comſene 


KR 2 Power, 


= Kal, is» pipe og Fade 


ovidently done of om 


hes bis Decrees might aproved rn _ That the 
r= Sth Si 
cation, Theſe are the R I hy, which they jufti 


his Caution; and thele i be had Power to have 
done ozherwile, th& eG wipes Far uy And then 
they tell him over again Xi- wa "£y and Cat 
ode the Matter ſiriouſ "+; ſed {8 
themſelves, but wth ſeveral Bi 
caſun to be in theCity.; and that F nat 
"wr huh h Ther 12s of the ſed, whoſe Health 
was, of the Lapſe c 
pn continue in the State of the Pemitents, till God 
Y, Cuſter Fermpen a Biſhop". - 
ramenti Mode gram” 
TAR 2108 baic Ka GuUATentes, dis, & quidem multi, & quidem canu quibuſa.am Ediſcopis vis 
cinys. nobis Or ibus &f ques ex alin provineits lenge pofitia Perſecutionis iftius arder 
ejecenas, antc As (56-epm Epifeyi nibul imnovandum put avimus, fed Lapſorum cxram Mecdite 
cviter eff: Credidimus, ut, interim, dum Epiſeopus dari a Deo nobis ſuſtinerar, 
"mn eorvcs 1d Mer as peſſumt dilerimis ſuſtivere, couſs tenearur. bid. p. Go. 


Neither was this a meer Complement to our Holy Martyr : 
Indeed, in all this, ' gave him @ erue Account of theie 
re Agr pres naar les, 45. we learn from another 

le of theus, naw; had: neither Occaſion nor 

emptation ro Complement Biſhops. The Epiſtle is that which 
is the Eigb:b, amongſt St. C 10s, 5h. be, 
them to the P _—_— 3 to Perſons 
of their own Nik Epiſtle, 
It which, bad ren Wp bod '4 dp the rinciples of thoſe 
Times allowed 3 K, Ly might have ſpoken-their Minds very 
$eely concerning over of  Prezhyters., Never had Precby- 
rers, I am. prom —_ Freedom, or beter CopornndF'y 
have 


 . >. # +5 © vw 


_o ee Awww © Dh FR 3H Re earn DS Cc ACE££4 5&5 = = WW =» 


a ... ws. as «. ts as 


” ” I * SS gy US ny Sn RIO 6 


6s 


thoſe of Care 


| ml ſeemingly 
reſpethvur Ghurtbes 1, and 
be 'reſpeddi we Paſtors, nd at fo Fong * Et cum its 


Flocks 

ther Pains they had been at to keep People ©%t mobi 
from x of Tial, account how ugh eyp ye 
they fallen, particularly, thar they -1cz p.4 
did parate them from the Flock deed, bur 4 Mt OSTORIS cu 
be wanting in-their Duty and Afliſtance e©6 ther: They di {re Gregor. 
what was proper for their Station : They cxhorted 'thems ts 7: *- 7: 16- 


being the moſt Q- 


of the Prezbyters of Rowe, St. Cyprian or his preſuming PreC 4 P'- T0T- 
byters had taken tov much upon them at Cartbag?, But neither cauſa audits, 


iÞ this all yet for , preceperunt eas 
Ak [ane 
6 - % fr & bc eſſe 
5- Theſe Carthaginion Presbyters were alſo Condemned by 7# Ee 4 


the Reman Martyrs and Confeſſors , who, th> they were in : 
Priſon, had leatived the State of the Comtroverſie, from the fuatur 2. 
Accounts St, Cyprian had ſent to Rime, wo of them, Meyſes p. 46. 

and Maxim, alſo Pre:byters. Theſe Martyrs and Cor. 


feſor: wrom alſo to St, Cyprian, and to the ſame purpoſe the 


Roman C had done: Their Epiſtle is the 3 1it ih num- 
bor ; In which, they not only beg With a peculiar _— 


The Principles of 
neſs, That be, being ſo Glorious a Biſhop, would pray for them; 
They not only 7. a ſingular ſtreſs upon his Prayers beyond 
the rapes of others, by reaſon of the Opinion hai 
of his Holy Virtues, which, T am apt to 'think;-fuch Men as 
they would not probably have done, had they believed "him 
to have been a Proud afdiring +Prelate, that is, indeed; a Limb 
of Antichriſt, as this Author would fain give him out to have 
been: But alſo heartily Congratulate his diſcharging, ſo 
Laudibly, his Epi Office; and that even in his Retire- 
ment, he had made it ſo much his Care to acquit himſelf, cher 
be had halted -in no part of bu Duty; and particularly, That be 
bad ſuitably Cenſured and Rebuked, not only the Lapſed, who, little 
regarding the Greatneſs of their Guilt, had, in hs Abſence, extor. 
M.,” the-Churches Peace from bus Presbyters \, but even theſe Presby- 
ters for their profane Facility, in groing that which was' Holy to 
s,, and caſting Pearls before Swine, without any Regard to the 
Goſpel. In ſhort, . Approve his whole Proceeding, as 
having done nothing Unſuitable to his Character, ing 
© Pete ergo Cy- Unbecoming either an H>ly or an Humble Biſhop®, Further 
priane cariſſi- yet. : 
Me, ut ner gra- 
tis ſus Dominus — armet Cr illuftret —— Cui enim magic hee ut pro mbis petat, mandare 
debemus, quam tom Glorioſo Epiſcops ? ——— Ecce aliud gaudinm noftriom quod in 'Officio Epi- 
tus tui, licet interim, a fratribus pro temperis conditione diftr aus cr, tamen'nen de- 
fuiſti —— Animadvertimus enim te congruente cenſura & e17 digne chjurgaſſe, qui immemores 
deliflerum ſuerum, pacem a Presbyteris, pr abſentiam tam, f ftin1ts & prec pi'i eupiditate 
extorſiſſent, & 1LLOS qui ſine reſpeffu Evangelit.,, Sanitum Dom.ni Canibus; & Margatie 
tas porcir, profane facilitate donaſſent. Ep. 31. 


6. Theſe fame C:rthagininn Pregbyters reſuming their for- 
mer Boldnefs, and Toppmg it over again with their Biſhop, 
were Excommunicated 'by him, and his Sentence was Appro- 
ved and Ratified by all Catholick Biſh-ps in all Catholick 
Churches all the World over, as ſhall be ſhewn you fully by 
and 'by. And then, 


7. And laſty, That in all this Matter St. Cyprian did no- 
thing either Proudly or Preſumptuouſly, is evident from this, 
That in his Time, and long before his Time, even from the 
Apoſtles Times, it was not Lawful for Presbyters to Attem 
any thing relating to the Church without the Biſhop, 
Prerbyters and Deacons attempt nothing without the Biſhop”s Al- 


lowance ; 


—"— 
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the Cyprianic Age: 7k 
kwance ; for 'tis be to whom the Lord's People are committed, aud © 
"tis he that muſt Account for their Souls *, is the 35th of the ,. | 
Canons called Apeſtolical. And-no doubt it was in force in *'0! Tie4c-- 
St. Cyprian's time. And this was no greater Power than was #%7*&* 4 
aligned him by the Apoſfolical Ignatiar, 1 cannot tell how Pore 4:1 
many times. Take chele Teſtimonies for a Sample. Let no 7" #145 7% 
Man do any thing that belongs to the Church without the Biſhop*, "067% wa 
He that bonoureth the Biſh:p, is honoured of God, but be that iN! mini 
doth any thing in oppoſition to rhe Biſhop, ſerveth the Devil ', JF Tv9=r. Av- 
any Man pretend to be wiſer than the Biſhop, (i. e, will have 5 39 ivy 6- 
Things done againſt the Biſhop's Will,) be « Corrupted'®, Les *movuir- 
ws be careful not to reſiſt the Biſhop, as we would be ſubjet# to God", + aady *. 
The Spirit hath ſpoken, Do ye nothing without the Biſhop ">, "T7 weity % # 
neceſſary that you continue to do not hing without the Biſhop, Varig ad Su- . 
s aUu7TwyY 
ao9r man mnuyO. Car. Ap, 39. © Made poets Ty "Emoutrs T £9.00) Tor» 
RJ drnxiymuer tie Th enravoiny. lonat. Epiſt p. 6. 
f'O mu Fiowmy a> Ns Tum: O adbeg emoxinert Tegoxuy Tila 
Claw aander. P.7, 
5 Kat idy yrwd4 mater 3% 6hrwTy, YpSapru, P, 193, 
h STeldowur Iv wut drnniornu Ty thoxiny Ire Guw *3 Vo mood us - 
yor, P. 20 
bh T2 5 TVCua canpuorty Aon ned : Xeeks "EmoxsTy wadVy muiire. P. 43. 
> *Araſnxior iy Tory Garry muciTy drtv T4 EmoxoTy widVy Tegorer buiee P. 47; 


And now, let any of Common Senfe determine, Whe- 
ther there was Ground, or ſhadow of Ground, for inſinua- 
ting that St. Cyprian ſhewed roo much Zeal in this Cauſe, or 
attempted to ftretch bis Power a little roo far, (indeed, it had not 
been a /ittle, but very much, nay monſ/trouſly too far, had thoſk - 
of Parity been then the current Principles,) or was 4 little too 
bigh. in this Matter ? But if there was no Ground to fay fo, if 
it was contrary to all the then current Principles, and to the 
common Senciments of all Catholick Chriſtians, nay, even to-- 
the Convictions of all Honeſt, Orderly, Dutiful, and Con- 


'feientious Presbyters, who then lived, to fay ſo: IF thus it:, 


was, I ſay, and 'tis hard to prove any Matter of Fa& more 
evidently than I have proved that it was tbus; then, I think, .. 
ic follows by good Conſequence, not only that this Authors 
was a little in-the wrong to St. Cyprian, when he faid fo; bur- 


3”, 


The Principtes of 


rtonfiraed. 
namely, 


Diſttiet , ogg 7 as 'well as orhers, were, in St. Cy- 
f#ian's tirhe', ſubjeff to the Biſhop's — oboxicns 
to his DJGplave; I do'ne thiok you very. ghee, if 
our have fiot feen' thi ady. Yer that T ma 

1 d, : 


1. This might appear ſafficiently from this one Conſidgra- 
tion, (tho no more. could be produced for it,) That, ſtill in 
the Stile and Language thoſe "Times, the Biſhop was called 
the Prapens, the Ruler, the Governear, the Superiour, of. all 
the Chriſtians within his Diſtri&t, Clergy as well as Laitz : And 
they, without Diſtinaion or _—_— , were called His 
People, bis Flock, his Subyetts, &c. This may be ſeen. almoſt 
in every one of his Epiſtles. Thus, Ep. 3. he ſays, That Dea. 
cons ought to- remember that our Lord choſe his Apeſt les, has is, 

ſhops ayd Governors : But the. Apoſtles choſe Deacons to beth 
Biſhop's and the Churches Miniſters: And therefore a Deacon oughs 
k Mominiſe © W#h all Humility to give Satisfaftion to the Biſhop, his Superiour \ 
autem Diacomi And Ep. 9g. He oratles the Roman Clergy for having the Me- 
debent quoniam yyory / Fabianus, who had been their Superiour, in fo great Ho. 
Apefler, it. now", And Ep. 13. writing to Regatianus his yp and 
EpJope © the, reſt of the Conſefſors, and praiſing God for their Faith 
minus elegit : and Patience, he lays, That, as all Chriffians were bound to Re. 
Diacenes autem foyee when Chriſt's Flock was illuminated by the Examples of Con- 
peft aſcenfurs Fiore fo he bimſcIf, in a ſpecial manner, as being the Biſhp, ſeeing 
hes Arete fb the Churches Glory was the Ruler”s Glory '®, And in that famous 
confliruerunt Epiſcepatns ſus & Ectlefia Miniſtrer— Et idea oportet Di acomem de, que ſcribis agere 
audacie ue penitontiam & honorem Sacerdutis agniſcere,, & Epiſcapo PRAPOSITO ſu 
plena bumilitate ſatirſacere. Ep. 3 p-6. 
| In quo vobir queque plarimens gra:uler quod cur mentoriam tam eelebrs & illuſtrs teftinn.. 
no atant wt per 007 Irmereſcat nobis quod Or 1oebir effet circa PREPOSITYI mene- 
riam Glerioſums © nobis quoque fidei as virtutis praberet Exemplum. Ep.y. p. tg. 
mn Nam cum gaudere in hoc onrnes fatres operter, tum in gaudie communi majorefl Epiſcop? 
pertiv Eccleſae eninh Gloria, PREPOSITI Ghria ft. Bp. 13. kg 
at- 


9 ont th repens wi wn thr Thing ob 


k rocked co the next Thing propoſed; 


Itt Thar att the other Chirtt-Governours within his * 
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the Cyprienie Age. -” 
Paflage which I have cited alrgady from Zp. 36. be complains 

of it a an une ncy, that Preebyters ſhauld fo 
contemn the Biſhop, rheir Superiour *. And in another place, 74 ſors, 
We Biſhops, who have the Chief Power in the Church ®. And. . 

Ep. 62.1 who, by the Dlvine Mercy, Govern th: Church, have » Quam wnita- 
apt 10 you {| Januarius, Maximus, Progulus, ] Oc. 109090 Se- rom firmiter re- 
mu as ol Charicotle Comprabus ion of my Clergy and People p. nere O& vindi- 
And Ep. 66. Hence ſpring Hereſjes and Schilms, &c. 7har _— 
the ; who is one, a ſe over the Churgh, 5 Contem- pi qui in Art 
ned, ©'c.* Such was the DialeRt of thoſe Times, | fay, and zz >84 5 7. 

thus Biſhops wers called Rulers, Gevernours, Supyrienrs, &6.DEMUS. 
that in regard of all within cheir Diſtricts, making no 2* V*ir. Ec. 
icrunination berwixt Clergy-men and Laicks ; and. not *: '**: 
only fo, bus more particularly, _— 
centuns millis nummum, que iſtic in Ecc/efia cui Domini indulgentis PRESUMUS, Cleri & 
Plahis agud nas confiftentis callaviens collefts ſunt. Ep. 62. p- 147- 
4 Inde enim Schiſmats & Hereſes oborte ſunt & Oriantur, dum Epiſcopus qui unus eft & 
Ecclefia P RA EST, ſuperba querundam prejumptione contemmitur—— Ep. 66. p. 167, 


2. It was as common in that DialeR, to call the Cle 
The BISHOPS CLERGY. Thus for Example, 
E 14. It was my Wiſh, that I might have ſaluted all my C 2) * Optaveram 
ſafe and ſound, &c,* My Pretbyters and Deacons ought to have quidem F.C. 
_ you, Ke. * Beemſe I cannot ſend Litters but by Clergy.-men, « Univerſum 
Pl 


bj 


[brew tht mai of mine aveatfen "©. Numidheag wii roerwed 3 ey in 
alive 7 God, that be might joyn him to my Clergy — * Utrba- hk 6 ey 
nus'+%d Sidonius came to my Prezbyters —", If any of my Preſ- lumem meis !i= 
byters or Deacons ſhall turn precipitam —"* 1 have ſent you Co. teri: ſalutarem. 
pies of the Letters which I wrote to my Clergy and People concer- £P-14- 0-31. 
ning Felicilimus and bis Pregbytery — 5. And, as I gblerved * Yer quidem 
before, when Maxime a Preybyter, and Urbanas, &c. returned wg _ 
monere debucr ont —= Ep. 17. þ. 39. * Er quoniam eportuit we ptr Clericos ſeribere, 
ſein autem NOSTROS plurimes abefſe—m— Ep. 29. þ. 55. 

v4 — Ut cum clere NOSTRO Dominus adjungerct, & drfolntam quorumnd, 
PRESBYTERII NOSTRI coipiam poles pins ores = ? w_ 

Y Urbanus & Sidonius Copfeſſores ad Prechyterss NOSTROS unerunt. "Ep. 49. p. 92. 

' Interca ſi quis immuderatus & preceps, froe de NOSTRIS Prerhyteris wel Diace- 
nit —m— Ep, 34. p68. 

'* ww Ad te, Excmpla literarm — miſcram, que de rdem Peliciflimo & dr Pretbyterio 
ein/lews all clerum iſtic NOSTRUM—— ſcripſeram. Ep. 45. p89. 

L | 


from 


74 The Principles of 
from the Nowatian Schiſm to Cornelizs*'s Communion, We are 
Reconciled (ſay they to Cyprian) to Cornelims OUR BISHOP, 
cy Cu and to all the Clergy”. 
elio Epi- | 
ſeepo NOSTRO pariter & cum univerſo clero pacem feciſſe ——— Ep. 53. p.98. 
Such was the Lagpece thoſe Times. Now. Iday, b 
what Propriety of Speech could a Biſhop have been- called 
Prepeſitws, Superiour to' his Clergy ? Could they have been 
called HIS Clergy ? Could he have been faid to have been 
Their Biſhop? Their Riiler? Their Governour ? By what Rule 
of either Grammar or Rhetorick, -Logick or Policick, could 
he have been ſaid to have been ſer over them, or they to have 
been bi Subjets or Inferiours, if he had no Power nor Furiſ 
diftion over them ? If they were not Swbjetted to his Authe- 
rity, nor - Obnoxjous to his. Diſcipline? But let all, this paſs. for 
meer Proluſion -if you will. I am not pinch'd for want of 


Arguments. For, 


3. The three great Principles which I proved fo fully be- 
fore, viz. That a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's time, was the Prin- 
ciple of Unity to the Church which he Govern'd; that he had 
a Supreme Power in it; and that by the Principles which then 
prevailed, he was the /ame in the Chriſtian Church, which the 
High-Prieſs was in the Fewiſh; and che laſt Thing I proved 
as, viz. That he had a Negative over his Presbyters; Each 
of theſe is demonſtration for the preſent Concluſrom, and you 
need not Artificial ; Naturaj Logick is enough to let you ſee 
the Conſequences, Indeed, 


We find Cyprian all along both Reaſoning and Practiſi 
to This purpoſe. 7 Thus , he cold Biſhop Polo ly Ep. > 
That the Caſe was plain between him and his Deacon : He 
| might # gr bim, forthwith, by bus Epiſcopal Power, and bus Ca. 
z Et tu quid.m thedral Authority* : He might make bim. ſenſivle of bu Epiſcopal 
bonorifice circ# | Honour * : He might Exert the Power of hu Honour againſt him, 
Doe jro jos either by Depofing, or by Excommmunicating bim*: Nay, He might 
rate fecifti, ut males de e Conqueri cum pro Epiſcoparus vigore & Cathedrz AuRtoricate 
haberes peteftatem, qua poſſer de illo ftatim windicari. Ep. 3. p. 5. 
* Qperter Di acomum, agere audacie ſus penitentiam, & honorem Sactrdotis agnoſcere — 
d Qued ſi ultrs te Conumeliis ſuis exacerbaverit Or provecaverit, fungerit circa eum pate» 
ſtate honoris tui, wt cum vel DE PONAS vel ABSTINEAS. a 
X* 


the Cyprianic Ape. 
Excommunicate all ſuch- as ſbould Rebel againſt bim ©: For all 
theſe Cenſures, his Sovereign Authority was competent *. 


rint, & contra Sacerdetem Dei fecerint , vl CO:ERCERE poteric, wid A B- 


8TINERE. 
4 —S$4CERDOTALI LIGENTIA— Hbid. p.6, 7. 


| Thus he praiſes Powponias, another Biſhop, for Excommus. 
nicating another Scandalous Deacon , Ep. 4. p.9. And did 
not he himſelf Suſpend Philumenas and Fortunatms, two Sub. 


deacons, and Favorinwe an Acolyth, from their Livings? As 


we learn from his 34thEpiltle. 
But you may ſay, Theſe Inſtances extend no further than to 


Deacons, or more inferiour Clergy-men; but, What is this to 
Presbyters? Why? Sir, indeed, the Inſtances are pat and 
home; and you muſt acknowledge ſo much, if you conſider, 
that, by the Principles of thoſe Times, there was. no Diſpa- 
rity between ns and Inferiour Orders in this reſpe&: 
But the Biſhop's Power extended equally to all; juſt as a 
King can cenſure his Chancellor, as well as a Sub-ColleQor 
of his Cuſtoms; a Juſtice-General, as well as a Juſtice of 
Peace: Nothing clearer from the above-mentioned Princi- 
ples. But that I may leave you no Scruple, I ſhall 
even account to you about Presbyrers | 


5. Then, I have told you already, how ſome of the Car. 
thaginian Presbyters conſpired againſt St. Cyprian, and uſed 
their urmoſt Arts to hinder his Preferment to the Biſhoprick. 
Now, if we may believe either himſelf, or Ponrias in his Life, 
whatever it was they did on that Occaſion, he might have 
puniſh'd them for it; puniſh'd them not only with I- 
tion, but with Excommunication , had he pleaſed. ake 
firſt his own Account in Ep. 43. there he tells his People, That 
through the Malignity and Perfidiouſneſs of ſome of his Preſ. 
byters, he durſt not adventure to return toCarrhage Id ſoon as, 
he would : And he deſcribes. thoſe Presbyters thus; Thar 
being mindful of their Conſpiracy, and retaining their old 
Grodges againſt his Promotion, they reinforced their ancient 
Machinations, and renewed their Attempts for Undermining 
him, by ſiding with Feliciſimes in his Schiſm: And then he 
proceeds thus ;, I neithgr willed nor. wig their Puniſhment 
w» : _ HT « far 


76 


for their Oppoſition to my Promotion 
and kept my Peace: rs yet; 


their own Guilty Co have done it now: 'They have 
das cies imo, 0060a_gy = eſs g c,* Sung 7 Pom. 
querundam tims his Deacon, Tho I am unwilling, lays et I muſt fheak it 
Precbyterorum out : Some reſiſted his Promotion, bat ow Genty, how Pa. 
malignitas & tjently, how Generouſly, how Mercifully , did he forgive 
perfidia prfe- chem 2 Did he not thereafter admit chem to hi 
ante diem Pa. Mate Friendſhip and Familiarity, to the Aﬀoniſhmene 
ſche wenirs many ? Indeed, he therein ſhewed a Miracle of Clemency *. 
licuiſſet : Dum T ay theſe two Accounts together, and then tell me, if cheſe 
Conjurationis Presbyters were not Obnoxious to his STD ? If his 
ou Auareartys , Power over them might not have extended to very Ex. 
contra Epi- communication, for their old Tricks againſt him , had he 
ſcopatum me- been willing to have put it in Execution ? Bu this is nor 


um —— ve- af], For, | 
nena retinentes, | | 
inflaurant veterom contre ne impugnatiouem ſuam, & Sacrilegas Machinat ioner infidiir ſolitis 
dinue revecant . , Et quidem de Dei providentia nobis hoc nec voletibus , nec opt antibus, imo &- 
ignoſcentibus, & tacentibua, uas merderant rependerunt, ut # nobit non eje#!, ultre ſt 
#5 cerent ; ipſi in ſe, Coſlonia , Jontentiam darent ; ——» Conjurati' & Scedlefti de Ece 
oleſia ſponte ned . "Ep. 43+ p- 82,82; | 

f Invitns dice, ſed dicam neceſſe eft ; Suidam ili reftiterunt, etiam ut inceret. Quibut 
ramen quanta lmitate, quam patienter, quam b. nevolencer indulſit, quam Clementer ignoyir, 
amiciſſimos eo; poſtmodum & inter neeeſſarios comput ans, mirantibus raultis? Cui enim poſſit non 
eſſe Niraculo, tam menurie[« mentis oblivvie? Pont, in Vita Cyp. p. 3, 4. 


2 
4. 


not juſtified him in this, and made it rpamfeſt tro a Demon- 
» tration, that herein he did not ſtretch his Power too far ? 
That he took not too much on him ? Further yer, 

Mn ated nate $a A Land, cho he 
Interruption, n i , - 
was then in his Retirement, and by mn Yoke, 
none of his Clergy to Conſult with ; yet he gave out this 
plain and peremptory Order, That if any of his Presbyrers 

| or 
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eee ſhoald be more tlly Tried and Cenfarcd when tw hooks » leis 
return s. And then, 's immoder a- 
tus aut praceps frve de meflris Prechyterir el Diaconibur, flue de Peregrinit,. FS furrit ante 
SENTENTIAM NOSTRAM Communicare cum Layfit ,  @ "Cimmuicatione mftra 
acceatur ; apud emer wor cauſam diffurus temeric atis fua, 4496s 11 ws, permittente Da= 
mine, corenerims. Ep. 34- þ. 68. T 


ccount bh $i quis aus 
dings to all Catholick Bilhops, particularty to Salhs nb Biſhop 5 puter 
of Rome; ; and his Sentence Was. nat only ratified by Corner |" Tenifcn 
lins and Relicifſnnws, and all his Party refuſed his &mMmAniOn, detreflens, ad 
but they mer wich the ams Treamens; St, »:Iy Bells & 
tence Was Approved , and Confirmed by of cot ick /#relitum ejus 
Churches all the Warld over +. par naſe 
tice fattioi conjunnerit ; ſciat ſe peſtta ad Eccliſiom vedire & cum Epiſcopir & Plebe Chriſti 
Communicare nev poſſe. Ep. 43. p- bs. 
, _ ee —_ F. C. bus famificafi, Feliciſli impm heftem Chriſti 
g ; — ,, ifti 
ye & non tantum mes, ſed bmw Co-epi [copor um ſententia SE s it ils 
rejelum, &c. Ep.59. p- 126. 


I might eaſily- have proved this more fully, but, I think, I 
have ſaid en And now, Sir, lay theſe chree Things tO- 

ether, viz. 'That there were feral Lew ogy Acts of 
Church Power peculiar tg a Biſhop, in St. Cyprian's time, and 
which thoſe in the Order « Ay Single Presbyrers could not 
meddle with: That a Bik ch, had a Negative over 
all the Presbyters within his ſtrict: And, That the op 
all Subordinate to him, and Obnoxious to his Diſci 
And then t can refer it to your {elf to determine, W ether 


a 


| Ep.55,0 68. 


" Lib.13.te.14. 


n" Privatw 


Lambeſit anus 
Fortunatum fibi Pſeuds-Epiſcopuer dignuem COLLEGIO SUO fe. 


[The Principles of 
a Biſhop, then, was not quite another thing than either Single 
Preabyeee, or Presbyterian Moderator. C 
Thus, I think, I have ſufficiently defeated our Author's 
Definition of a Biſhop, in St. Cypriar's time, by giving a fair 
and juſt Account of him. as he'ſtood related to his own pare 
ticular Church which he Govern'd. I come now to conhider 
him as he Rood related. to . the Church Carholick, And here 
alſo I am very much miſtaken, if I ſhall 'not find Matter 
enough for another. Demonſtration againſt him, I ſhall en- 
deavour to diſpatch this Point with all poflible Brevity. 


1. Then, by the Principles of the Cyprianic Ape, all Biſhops 
were C s,and made up One College, St. Cyprian calls them 
fo, and of the Epiſcopal or Sacerdotal College fo fre- 
quently, (no fewer than 6 or 7 times in one Epiſtle, and 
4 or F times in another?) that I need not adduce Teſtimo. 
nies. Indeed, being all Men of the ſame Character, the 
ſme Order, the' fame Dignity ; being all of them equally 
Supreme, and Firſt in their own Churches ; and all ſtandin 
Collateral to one another ; they were moſt properly call 
Colegues, and their Society a es if we may rely on 
A. Gellius his Skill in the Lat Tongue, or rather Meſſala's 
cited by him'”. And it is obſervable to this purpoſe, That 
St. Cyprian no where calls Presbyters his C s. He calls 
none ſo, but Biſhops. And the Notion of the Epiſcopal Col. 
lege had ſuch an Impreflion on him, it was ſo Common and 
Received in thoſe Times, that ſpeaking even of Schiſmatical 
Biſhops, who run one courſe, he calls them a College alſo, tho 

ite different from the True College of Carhilick and Ortho- 

x Biſhops ®. Now, 


cis, Ep. 59. þ- 132- 


2. As the One Biſhyp was the Principle of Unity to a parti- 
cular Church , fo this College of Biſhops. was the Princs 


Unity to the Catholick Church : And Feſus Chriſt was the Prin- 


ciple of Unity to the College of Biſhops. T hope, not being a 
ak þ . yo will not roars that I ſhould prove the Higheſt 
Step of this Gradation. All that remains then, is to Explain 
how the College of Biſhops, by the Principles of thoſe Times, 


was 
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the Cyprienic Age. 

was the Principle of Unity to the Church Catholickz or, the 
One great A egated Body, conſiſting. of all the iculay 
Churches all the World over, whereof, their particular Biſhops 
were the particular Primciples of Unity. Neither needs this 
a Laborious Task. For all that's neceſſary for it, is, To ſhew 
how they were ſo United into One College, as to make them 
capable of being juſtly denominated One Principle of Unity. 
Now, they were thus United by the Great and Fundamewal 
Laws of One Faith, and One Communion. | 

That the One Holy Catholick Faith is. Eſſential in the Con- 
ſticution of the One Holy Carbolick Church, is, even to this day, 
a received Principle, I think, amongſt all ſober Chriſtians. 
But then, I ſay, That the Chriſtians, in St: Cyprian's time, 
reckoned of the Laws of One Communion as every whit as for. 
cible and indiſpenfible to the Being of One Church, as the 
Laws of One Faith. It was a prime, a fundamental Article 
of their Fairh, That there was but Ore Church; and the 
could not underſtand how there could be but One Charch, 
if there was more than One Communion. By their Principles 
and Reaſonings, a Aulriplication of Communions made, una- 
voidably, a Multiplication of Churches: And by conſequence, 
ſeeing there could be but One True Catholick Church,there could 
be kewiſe but One True Catholick Communion, All other 


\Churches or Communions were Falſe, i.e. not at all Cbriftian 


Churches or Communions. Theſe Principles, and ſuitable Rea- 
ſonings from them, are fo frequently and fo fully inſiſted on 
in St. Cyprian's Writings, that to Tranſcribe his Teſtimonies. 


co this purpoſe, were almoſt ro Tranſcribe his Works. Now 
from theſe Principles, it follows clearly, 


3- That the Grand Concern of the Epiſcopal College was, . 
to Preſerve and Maintain this One Communion: To Guard 
againſt all ſuch Dofrines as deſtroyed, or tended to deſtroy, the 
the One gas 1 ag" Faith; and all Schiſms and Schiſmaticel 
Methods which deffrozed, or tended to deſtroy, the Unity of the 


| One Church, - Thele being the Great and Fundamental Ie. 
. reſts of the One Church; and they being het Supreme Gover. 


nours, they could not but be chiefly bound b moſt Fun- 
damental Laws of their Office to be Conſciegtious Conſervators 


. of theſe Great and Fundamental Iereſts, And indeed, fo 


' they 


The Pinciples of 
uy Letogn ONS bt al evidendly appear from 


x. They look'd upon themſelves as bound indilpenſbly to 
ke He Pe hs Day, the Cornered, Gee i- 
ity, the Honour, *(they are all St. Cyprian's Words) of the 
College it ſel Every Error, every Defe#, every Thing Di/- 
joynted, or out of Twne in it, tended naturally co | 
the great Intereſts, for the Conlervation and Procuration of 
wr ephact, — our For chis End, 


2. Becauſe every Man, by being' Promoted to the Epy/co- 

pal Dignizy, was, Eo ipſe, a Principle of Unity to'a particular 

, and fo a Member of ops College ; all poſlible 

Care was taken, that a fit Perſon nl cmg— and 

that the Promotion ſhould be Unqueſtio Therefore, 

he was not to be Promoted, as I have proved, bur wheres 

there was an Unqueftionable Vacancy. Therefore, he was nae 

to be Promoted, if there was any thing Uncenonical or Chal 

lengeable in his Bapri/ar, or —_—_ or his Promation 

to any former » as I have! n alſo in the Caſe of 

janus, Therefore he was Solemnly Ek#ed in the Pre- 

Fence of the People, That either bis Crimes might be detebbed, or 

bs Merits publiſhed; becauſe the People was beft acquainted with 

« tht Phi ©27) Man's Life and Converſation®., Therelore he was to be 
preſents vel Solemnly Ordained in the Preſence of the People alo®, And 
"detegantur ma- that by two or three Biſhops at feweſt ; (thd an Ordingtion 


aa. 
pints, m_— Epiſcoprs adigatur Plebe preſent: que ſingulorum vitam pleniſfime F5Y 
wit, Oe. Ep. 67. p- 1- P Bid. 


3. Being thus Canomically Promoted , his firſt Work was to 
Fend his Communicatory Letters to aff other Biſhops, to give 
them thereby an Acccunt of his Canonical Promotion, his Or. 
chodoxy in the Faith, his Fraternel Diſpoſition, &c. Thus, Cor. 
nelius was no ſooner Ordained Biſhop of Rome, than he jn- 
4 #p. 45-247. ftantly difpatched his Communicatory Letters eo St. Cyprian 4. 
"And no donbts as the Cuſtom was, to all other Biſhops; at 
leaft, to alt Metropolitans, by them to be » 
; c 
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Ep. 45. þ. 8p. 
ommunicatory Letters Ep. 48. p. gr. 


id been Ordaind Canonieally, and #?- 55- 2-110. 


Conc. Carthag 
DeAgrippino, 
. Ep. 71. p. 196. 
* Metrepwlitenrum, ſeu Epiſcomam in Urbs Matrice, wel price {+ yoo furs, ta 
- p * 3 ejuſdem Provincia jurs. Ypanhem. Epic. I fay. ad HE. N. 7. Sec. 3. 
6. p. 117. 
© Ep. 44+ þ- 33+ 
v Ep. 59. £-135 


It ". * Collegis wn« 
reſt mw 17. 


Cornelius, as | have faid, upon his Promotion wrote to St. Cy 


prian: So did Noevatianus, Here was a itiow, Cyprian 
therefore, with his Aficen Co s, ſent ws and Fortw- 


natus, two Bi , to Rome, that upon the Place it felf, 
where they might have the fureſt Information, they mighc 
enquire” into the Merits of the Cauſe, and try the Fl 
gion **, And on the other hand, the Sixteen Biſbep-, who 
Ordain'd Cornelius, wrote to St. Cyprian, and the reſt of the 
Bithops of Africa, and ſatisfied ſem upon the whole Que- 


ſtion, 


vy Eet.45 


82 The Principles of 
ſtion, demonſtrating Cornelius's Title, and Condemnifig Ne. 
x Br fatius eff vations: *, Such Care was taken, that none ſhould be: ad- 
Epifcopus # mitted Unworthily or Uncanonically into the Epiſcopal Col. 
nee meNeny lege. But then, © gt 
—_ in Roma aderant , qui ad nes literas homrificar & landbbiles , O& teftimmic ſia 
predicationis illufires, de ejus Ordinatione miſerent. Ep. 55. þ: 104- 1 | bs 


5. There was equal Care taken to, purge -him out of the 
College again, if he turned either Heretical or Schiſmatical; I 
he kept not cloſe to the Laws of One Faith, and One Commu. 
ion, If he ſwerv'd from-theſe, he was forthwith refuſed.che 
Communion of the whole College, Therefore, (ſays St. Cyprian 
to Stephen Biſhop of Rome, 1n the Caſe of Marcianus Bilhop 
of Arles, who had joyned with Novatianus,) The Corporation 

Prieſts, ( the Epiſcopal College ) « Copious, being cermente;! 
the Glue of Mutual Concord, and the Bond of Unity, that if 
the College - ſhall turn Heretick, or attempt to divide or 

waſte the Flock of Chriſt, the reſt may 'interpoſe, and, as prof. 
table and merciful Shepherds, collef our Lord" Sheep, and reſtore 

Y keirco enim. hem to the Flock”. And this they were bound to do by the 

” F.C. copioſum " Fundamental Laws of One Church, and one Communion; for, 

corpus eft Sa as our Martyr ſubjoyns, Tho they were many Paſtors, yet they 

cerdotum con. all fed but one Flock", - And therefore all the Biſhops in the 
crdie mutue World were bound to give the deſolate Chriſtjansof Churches, 

Eitatiz view. Whereof the Biſhops had turned Herctical or Scbiſmatical, rhe 

lh copularem, Comfort of their Aid and Aſſiſtance *. "Ts true, no Biſhop was 

ut fi quic ex  Swperiour to another Biſhop in point of Power or. Furiſdiftion , 

Colegio mefire but all ſtood Collateral, as I have proved, and fo no-Biſhop 

may on Jacere, 2s Swperiowr to another, in a freight Line, could paſs Sentence 

Chriſti Tacers. on him, as they might have done to Presbyters. Yet all being 

re & waſtare United into One College, which College was the Principle of 

romavirit, Unity to the Church Catholick, it was neceſſary, as well as na- 
ſubveniant ca- _ that that College ſhould be wo Tana to take care of 
ne quaf its own Preſervation, and by conſequence, they could do 

& miſcricor= the Equivalent of a formal and authoritative Depeſaion ; they 

des, ever De= Could refuſe the Heretical or Schiſmatical Biſhop their Commu- 

minicas inGre= njon, and thereby exclude him from the Epiſcopal College: And 
gem\colligant. they could oblige all the Chriſtians within his D:#ri# to aban- 


Ep.68. p.178. : 
: Nam etfi Paſtores multi ſumu, umen tamen Gregem paſcimw. Ibid, a — Solatium 


noſtre epitulationis == Jbid. p. 177- 
don 
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of Sixty fix Biſhops, whereof _ was One, the Abſolution 
2 


the Cyprianic Age. 
don his Communion, and chovſe another Biſhop, as they valued 
the invaluable Priviledges of the One Church, and the One Come. 
wunios, But then, 


2 6.'$$1on as a Biſhop, worthily, and legally P 


kept the Faith and the Unity of the Charch, he was Treated, he 
was Encouraged, he was Conſulted, he was Gnrafended with; 
in a word, Every way uſed as became the Head of a particu- 
lar Church, and a Fellow. Member of the College. All the reſt 
of the Members were bound, by the Fundamental Laws of the 
College, to Ratifie all his Canonical, or table Aﬀs of 
Prieſthood, Government, and Diſcipline. was Bapti- 
zed by himſelf, or by his Clergy, with his Allowance was to 
'be owned as a Baptized Chriſtian, a True Deniſon of the 
Church, and to have the Priviledges of fuch all the World 


. over, Every Biſhop of the Chriſtian Chnrch, living at how 


pos diſtance ſoever, was bound to Communicate his Dutiful 
wbjets, duly atteſted by him ; and to Excommunicate his Ex- 
communicates, Thus, for Inſtance, Cornelius Biſhop of Rome 
jeted Feliciſſumus, and all his Retainers; and Fortunatus, and 
his; and would not grant them his Communion, becauſe 


383 


Excommunicated by St. Cyprian ®. And —_ rejected = d xp. 59. p.126. 
Communion Wi 


watianus and all Party, becauſe not 


Injurious, Undutiful, or Diſobedient to bs Biſhop, was ſuch 
to all the B; ; on Earth: Hoirtie os nm ater? inſt his 


' Biſhop*s Altar, et up his Altar againſt all the Alters of the whole 


College: If a Biſhop Depoſed or Excommunicated any of his 
Presbyters or Deacons, it was not lawful for any other Biſhop 
to Receive him, nor to Abſobve him : He was ſtill to be refer- 
ved for that, to his own Biſhop, fo as he lived. He that 
was Reconciled to his Biſhop, (whether he was of the Clergy or 
Laity,) and Refored by him to the Peace of the Church, was 
thereby Reftored to the Peace of all other Churches, and by con- 
ſequence, of the Church Carbolick. And of this we have a 
remarkable Inſtance in St. Cyprian's time. Therapins Bifhop of 
Bulla, in the Procouſular Province of Africe, Abſolved Vitor, 
who hag, been a Presbjter, but had fallen, in time of Perſecu- 
tion, Prematurely and Uncanonically: And yet, by a Synod 


Was 


"Cornelius *, In ſhort, By the Laws of the , he that was c xp. 44. 


3 "The Principle iples of 
was Ratified, and Vitor was allowed their Communion; 28 we 
tearn from their Synodical Epiftle *#. So Eminent and Confſide. 
- os Ling rable was SA he ſtood related to the Catholick 
apua nos, ", < hurch. me ons . i more in purſuance f 
br po Lana his Dignity, as to this Relacions Jer 4: 9 Pee 
erapi neftran , ic fecerit —— Fuomnodec que 
- aan /wapr, Fan mou ans wee, amo ac per the Vi Noe a. CRUNER I 1 


þbi coneeſſam uſurpare permiſimus. Ep. 64, p. 158. 


7+ That fo long. as-a Biſhop continued a /ovd Member of 
the College , all Informatory , Conkiltatory , Recommends- 
to Congratulatory, Apolagetick, Teſti- 
. Letters concerning the Peace, the 
> hp opamons the O___ of. the Church 
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, That One Courſe, One Reſo- 
College ', And fo we find, that ! :;4-:9s 1565 
tten by him about that Controverlie were cum Epiftolis 
anſmirted from hand to. hand, till they wete Giperſed gll miners poorer 
Bprfidla jam plarims Crileges neflo is wife Aneurrumr, & reſaripferint ſt quoque wobiſgum ins 
axders Conſilio ſecandams Carholicam Sdem flare ;, quod. ipfuns t! tom tu ad Calleg as woſtror, ques 
potmer is — ria WPI ted Abkid, & «ua Canſentio ſecature. Demini precepta.tcm 
25. þ. 
the: 
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£6 The Pringle 
= F9.55.9.102. the World over ”. "Thos, I ſay, fometi the greateſt Af. 
| fairs of the And, ? 


Church were managed: And, *tis plain, this Me- 
thi every way Equivalent, if not Preferable, .to a General 
.Council : So that the Chriftian Church might'have ſtill /ab#fed, 
and'.its Unity been provided "for, and' preſerved in all. 
without ſuch Councils, as it was, effefually, duting the Fir 
Three Centuries. Now, that which I am ptincipally. concern 
for in all this Matter, is, 

That all theſe Circular Letters, of whatſoever Nature, rela- 
ting either to. the great Intereſts.of the Carholick Church, or 
of the Epiſcopal e, were Fogarty rocked only to the 
Biſhops,” as being the Head, Principles of Unity to their 
reſpe&ive Churches, . as well as written and ſent by thoſe of 
the fame Order. And we have a notable Account of this in 
St. Cyprian's 48th Epiſtle direted to Cornelins 5 for there we 
learn, That the Presbyters and Deacons of the Church of 
mage nem bavi Fan wary ge gn yi rod Let- 
ters, directed to: Polcerpes their Biſhop ; nd th 
Biſhop was abſent, finding it neceſſary that they Thould re- 
turn an Anſwer, in his Name, as having his preſumed Al 
harms. for it, hey wrote — orga in har _ Form, 
-acknowledging him as Biſhop © L joyning Pol, 
IE Ce Zane A clear Evidence, That where 
:there was a Biſbop, it behoved all the Letters that concerned 
.the publick State of the Church to be ſubſcribed by him, no 
other Name "but bs could give them Force, and make them 
Current. Well! but there was .one Lan. Nr St. Cyprian, 
and' the reſt of the 4frican Biſhops having Intelligence of the 
Competition that was at Rome between Cornelius and Nova. 
tianxs, and being unwilling to do any thing raſhly, had de- 
termined to continue to write only to the Roman Presbyters 
and Deacons, as 'before, during the Vacancy ; till Cornelius 
his Title ſhould be fully cleared to them. Thus the Clergy of 
Adrumetum were ignorant of when wrote the above- 
mentioned Letter. And being afterwards cold it by Cyprian 
and Liberals, they direfed their »ext Letter not for Cornelius, 
+but for the Roman Presbyters and Deacons. Hereat Cornelius 
_ _ a little ſtumbled, _—_ merge. to - then hoy 

rinciples, interpreting it to be a 4di/owning of him as Biſhop 
.of Rome, .he -wrote © Eadive of Complaint to Cyprian about 


it, 
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the Cyprianiic Ape. 
it, who was then Metropolitan of that Province. In Anſwer 
to which, our Holy Martyr wrote a full A to him, 
ſhewing. him. what was true Matter of Fat: 
Reaſons the Biſhops of 4 ics had'taken the aforelaid Reſo- 
lution :- How it was in conſequence of that Reſolution, that 
the Clergy of Adrumetum had ' changed their DireQion : 
And how, by the whole Method, nothing was lefs intended 
than to diſown him as Biſhop, of Rome, or Invalidate his Ticle. 
And was there not here.as clear an Evidence, that Regularly, 
and in the current Form, all Letters were direed to the Biſhop ? 


Shall I give you another Hiſtory to clear this Matter further 2? 


When Maximus and var. 10G retaining to Nowatianus, and 
ſo ſeparating from Cornelias, did thereby cut themſelves off 
from the Communion of the Church ; Cyprian wrote to them, 
as well he might, conſidering thar his Deſign was to Recon- 
cile them to their True Bifhop*Cornelivs, But how did he 


write? Why.2. ſo, as that his Letter ſhould not be delivered - 
till Cornelius ſhould ſee it, and judge whether it was proper - 
to deliver it". Such a ſpecial regard was then paid to the = xp. 47. 


Biſhop of a Church, as being Supreme in it, and the Principle of 
Unity to it. 

If all this doth not fatisfie you; then liſten-a little further, 
and reſiſt this Evidence if ye can: Becaulſe,by the Fundamental 
Principles of One Faith, and' One Communion, every Heretical and 
Schiſmatical Biſhop was, ? 0 fatto,cut of the Church; and all who 
retain'd or adhered to him, whether Bio, Clergy, or Laicks, 
did run the fame Riſque: with him : A erefore, fo ſoon as 
any Biſhop turned Heretick or Schiſmatick, the Catholick 
Biſhops of the Province, eſpecially the Merropolitans, formed 
Liſts of all the True, Orthodox, and Carholic Biſhops, within 
their reſpeQive Provinces, and ſent them to other Metropeli. 
tans: And fo they were tranſmitted all the World over. 
That their Communicatory Letters, and: theirs only, might be 
received, and their Communion, and theirs only, mighe be al. 
lowed; and that all Heretica! or Schi/matical, or Retainers to 
Heretical or Schiſmarical Bibops , mighe be rejected , and 
their Communion refuſed,” And for this we have two notable 
Teſtimonies from St. Cyprian, the one 'is in his 5 oth Epiſtle 
dire&ted to Cornelass, where he tells him, That upon Fortuna- 
tus his ſtarting out of the Church, and pretending to be 
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me, 


UMI 


MS the Cyprienic Age. 91 
me, I vetir © time, not ſo much to ſave as 
che publc WED: gar $74 pee 7x) 
not bs rhe more inflam'd 
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SLY to his own People for his ſo long Dewini man- 
ho he had been em y, yet he dur} 4's infrman, 
— — of the Threats and Snares of thee orre ftiatim Pure 


ous Men, (Feliciſſimas, and his Flow na) — 
pu /es Fg pon MY COMING, there ſhould Sir [proar, clamore violen- 
and, as 


@ Biſh iſh:g ought, in al s, fo nn 
and Tranquility, I ſhowl 1 rem fo 4 Tings To ewel to rf Sedj. plu fegi 


tion, and to have Aron the Perſecution*, - "oo la SR 


quictem fatrum publicam cogitans , imerins ſeeeffi ne per INV ERECUNDAM 


PRESENTIAM NOSTRAM, ſcditio que raperat, plus provecaretur. Ep. 20. p. 42. 

t, Acer ffs -buic tabeſcenti an.me Doler major, quod in taxts ſollicitudine, ac neceſſitate, 
compre eto {F 58 jos teſtes; dem per eniter per dic Cavemus, ne 
ADPENIENTIBUS NOBIS Tumultus ilic ajer oriatur ; & cum paci & tranquil. 
litati EPISCOPUS Providere in onnibus debeat, I'P SE matiriam Fedirioni dedifſe, 


& Perſecutioem exacerbaſſe videatwr. Ep. 43. p. 83. 


. Here, I think, is clear Demonſtration of the Epiſcopal Emi- 
nene in the Ze of the Hlathes Perſecuos It was-a Grief, a 
Burden, a Torment, -a'very Crucifixion to St. Cyprian's Soul, 
to be ſeparated. from his , as himſelf words it*. | Byt « 52.43. 2.83. 
he. was bound. i753 Laws of his EPSICOPAL 


DW SEP + CE, wr reyes eo ſtudy the Peace, 
the the Church, and his LOCUS 


and OUS. his $ovion and Dignity, were ſo Coofpi. 


- cxone- and - Eminext , that HIS PR ANCE wats 


have provoked the Gentiles, and increaſed the Perſcoution, and 
ore he durſt not return. And yet this is not all. Con- 
ſider if what follows is not yet clearer, _ 

In his 14th Epiſtle wricten to his Presbyters and Deacons, 
he tells them, tho he had ſtrong and p Reaſons 
to haſten his return, et he found it more and 
uſeful for che publick eace to continue longer in his Lurking 
Places; and Tertulms, one whom they knew, and could not but 
value, had ene him pm ne, , and not 
to commit hi r, rot ick View, eſpecially of that Place 
where be been & ofims emp in wait, and. Mk fr for ; 
and therefore he Exborts and 20 them, (his Presbyrers 


and 


© - 


on 


S--3 
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ther jo INFIDIOUS, wor by far ſo Df NGEROUS, 


2 4 T' er. Pight the of Viewrs 40 thins *. Here, I think, we 
call=— 9x7 have ©; al Prcdence of for Dieninatn was made be. 
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ANT” Rae. table in fAbrenzas not 40 cas him as 2 * 
64 Leenem pe- his Deacon tells ns, That, when heat OT” 
Fm, Oc. tyrin the Volmim 3a the very Sernence that w/as 
2590 9.136. given out againſt vim, he was calle SE C23AE SIGNISER, 
o 37 gui's 109 the, Ring-deader the Hicad , the of the Sf of he 
poodug Fete Chriſtians in Carthage *, World you have yet a 
Cyprian Edi- 9 
fan Ut 0:64am qui mow redhat "0 Tons ow Firwens; _ Drabels as 
reve Epiſcopum proſcribents. \&p. 66. yp. 166. 

* Fide Pont. in wite Cyp. p- gg 4©. 


Take it,: not about St, Cyprien's Perfar, for] think we have 
enough of "him airpady, but Tie. St Cyprian's-Wirds: You have 
chem £p. 55. there he tclls clrowines, That the | 
Deciws (froma a Senſe, no doubr, i ne of OE 
ſpettive Churches, they were, under God, the great 


rers and Promoters of -vur Moſt Holy Faih,) had 
» duch a Rigue, - ar-the (Chriftiow Bujbaps, at tor: Baan. 
©, 'He caulsd hage bcgrd with greater Patience 
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Thus, Sir, 1 have examined. our Autharts Definition af :« 4 
in St. Cyprian's time; and, If I:aaltake nes;haverde. . 
Mo elrenad mn RSS that he was nzither 
Single Presbyter, nor Presbyterian Mederdvor, in the Proevbrerian | 
Senſe w the Terms; but a True __ in he ſtricteſt pro- 
priety-of Speech; -Contider my Arguments t hly, and : 
weigh them only inthe Balame of Eebice whhow, Prejudice, 
and. 


had Want £7 vivir 96 = 


w 
, I'had once in my. roſpe& ; bar chis 
nd nao mes 
” 
will: And what I 
in Point of Ar- 
"your Author to a © of his Stare, - 
 Þ-& i when ?cis t as pletely 
efore I Conclude with ory Beſt 
oye all Meh. 


el Co 
las to ps ed ire 


March 18. 1695. 
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Advertiſement. 
Here is mow in the Preſs, and will be 
Publiſhed by Michaclmas next, [ An. 
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